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VISION
Grey Roots is the place people come to understand and reflect on their place in the world –
past, present and future - while instilling a sense of pride and belonging, thereby building better
communities.

MISSION
Grey Roots engages and educates our communities in the human and natural history of Grey
County by preserving and sharing collections, stories and memories that define our collective
identity and guide our future.

VALUES
We share the County of Grey values of: leadership, teamwork, communication, respect and fiscal
responsibility.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
•
•
•
•
•
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Authenticity in interpretation, exhibits, and restorations
Professional integrity in research and content
Life-long learning for our visitors and staff
Environmental sustainability including best practices in building and artefact preservation
Quality exhibits, programs and service excellence with emphasis on inclusivity
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INTRODUCTION
Collecting, preserving and documenting a community’s material heritage sets museums apart from
all other community civic institutions.
Collecting local history artefacts in Grey County predates the opening of Grey Roots Museum &
Archives. The Grey County Historical & Art Society began collecting in 1955, displaying borrowed
and donated artefacts in a temporary space – the small historic coach house behind Buchan Manor
(682 2nd Avenue E.). In 1959, it purchased a former church building (840 1st Avenue W.) to house
and exhibit its artefacts. By 1967, the need for greater space led to an agreement between the
municipalities of Grey County and the City of Owen Sound to jointly sponsor building a centennial
project museum, which was officially opened on June 3, 1967. The County of Grey County-Owen
Sound Museum was born.
Entering a new millennium, and the growing expansion of both the museum and the County
Archives collections, the County acted to bring together both facilities. The current facility - Grey
Roots Museum & Archives - had its grand opening on June 18, 2004.
Over the past 60 years, Grey County’s collections have grown incredibly. Today, its permanent
artefact collection is a wide-ranging local history compilation of over 13,500 artefacts with many
strengths. With the growth of Moreston Heritage Village, the popularity of Grey Roots, the aging
demographics of Grey County (and the resulting large number of private household and farm
collections being dispersed) and a 2013 Facility Assessment on space restrictions and recommendations, staff began how to discuss how best to develop the permanent artefact collection to reflect
the sweeping changes that have taken place in Grey County over the past half century.
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Grey Roots Museum & Archives, about 2008

This Collecting Plan reflects that concern about our future direction, and is part of a larger collections
management and development planning process, which in turn is part of Grey Roots’ Strategic Plan
and of the County of Grey’s Corporate Strategic Plan.
With the opening of Grey Roots Museum & Archives in 2004 – a 40,000 square foot museum,
archives and tourism facility, the museum began to make significant advances in the management
and development of its collections (permanent artefact collection, education collection, research
collection and archival collection). Concurrently, the museum implemented a museum-specific
collections management database, PastPerfect, to track and manage its artefacts, which has had
several updates as technology and client needs are refined.
Beginning in 2004, staff unpacked and catalogued thousands of artefacts moved from the former
museum site. From 2008 to 2013, staff undertook a complete inventory of artefact holdings and
rated them on cultural-historical importance to Grey County. Since moving the collection to Grey
Roots, staff has added more than 67,000 images to the museum’s collection database, bringing the
artefact digitization rate from 0 to 99.8%.
This vastly improved access to the collection goes far beyond the old methods of paper records,
lists and reports. Without such a powerful, accessible repository of information, successful planning
for collecting, exhibiting and interpreting would be virtually impossible.
For the financial support to undertake such extensive collections management projects, Grey
Roots Museum is indebted to the Corporation of the County of Grey and to County Council for their
ongoing support, allowing us to reveal the scope and state of the existing collections (permanent
artefact, education, living history and research).
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Since 2008, special collections management projects and ongoing collections management tasks
have been completed by Sim Salata, Grey Roots’ Collections Manager, and Joan Hyslop, its
Registrar, with the help of various volunteers, post-secondary interns, recent heritage conservation management graduates, summer students and high school co-op students. The research
and writing of this Collecting Plan reflects staff’s extensive knowledge of the collection and understanding of the community. With collections management tasks well in hand, the development of a
Collecting Plan in conjunction with a Strategic Plan is an obvious next step forward in the evolution
of Grey Roots Museum & Archives collections. This document stands as evidence of Grey Root’s
dedication to the preservation of Grey County’s history.
Petal Furness
Museum Manager
June 2018
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Grey Roots Museum & Archives is a museum, an archives facility and a living history site currently
portraying village life from 1850 to 1940. Over the past sixty years, the collection of the Grey
County-Owen Sound Centennial Museum and now the Grey Roots collection has become a
wide-ranging local history collection of more than 13,500 artefacts. Like many museums, with
the change from the 20th to the 21st century, the sweeping changes in Grey County are posing
challenges for museum collections like never before. How does a museum ensure that what it is
collecting today is relevant not only for today’s audiences, but also tomorrow’s?
Grey Roots staff has developed this Collecting Plan to manage that concern. The Plan includes an
analysis of the present collection. The Plan recommends classes of objects that should be sought
and collected; it mandates museum staff to actively encourage donations and, where necessary, to
purchase artefacts that fit established criteria. It suggests practical limits on what may be collected,
what should be avoided, and enables planning for rational and controlled refinement of the artefact
collection through selective deaccessioning measures.

WHAT GREY ROOTS MUSEUM WILL COLLECT
The Plan recommends that general collecting of 19th century artefacts continue on a passive or
case-by-case basis with objects offered for donation evaluated, as they are now, against guidelines
(such as fit to mandate, condition, duplication in the existing collection, and provenance). The Plan
also recommends that in order to be prepared for the future, more focused and proactive collecting
should be directed toward specific themes, or areas of distinction, that reflect important aspects of
the County’s more recent 20th and 21st century history, centred on the unique characteristics of Grey
County. These collecting themes include local manufacturing, objects that celebrate community,
and natural history. These collecting areas of distinction include, but are not limited to:
●● Manufacturing
●● Personal objects that celebrate Grey County’s past and current community life including
settlers, First People, past and current residents and recent immigrants
●● Natural history objects that are representative of Grey County’s position between Georgian
Bay and the Niagara Escarpment, and illustrate its unique natural environment

WHAT GREY ROOTS WILL NOT COLLECT
Grey Roots Museum & Archives often declines offers of objects for donation or purchase. Most
often, Grey Roots already has examples of these in the museum’s existing permanent artefact or
education collections, they have little or no relevance to Grey County, or the object would be better
suited to another museum that specializes in the subject matter with which it is associated.
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General, mass-produced objects deaccessioned from Grey Roots
Museums’ permanent artefact collection, Autumn 2016

Grey Roots believes that collecting later 20th and 21st century objects just because they were
used locally is not sustainable to constraints on the museum’s resources, notably storage space.
The Plan recommends that general collecting of 20th and 21st century objects be greatly curtailed
and that collecting focuses on objects that reflect the unique characteristics of Grey County and
its communities. Some other museums and many private collectors have and will collect these
objects, enabling Grey Roots to borrow such collections as the occasions arise.

NEXT STEPS
As an ongoing process, Grey Roots sees several steps to take place in the future in order to
continue to develop the ideal County history collection:
●● Because the museum does not have all the subject matter expertise in-house, three- to
five-person advisory committees will be created to help further identify and explore the
development of the collecting areas of distinction, highlighting objects to be acquired. In
addition, members of Indigenous and multicultural communities in Grey County will be
consulted to explore what to collect to best represent their stories.
●● On-going consultation will be required with other museums and archives regarding their
collecting policies, collecting strengths and collaborative collecting.
●● Grey Roots will tell the community about the museum’s collecting plans through all available
media resources. Grey Roots will strive to solicit and incorporate the community’s opinions
and ideas.
●● The museum will be pro-active in its collecting, devoting more staff time to actively pursue
objects that fill gaps in the collection.
●● Grey Roots will continue to regularly review (e.g. every five years) its existing collection to
identify objects for deaccessioning. There will not be a wholesale removal of objects from
the collection; rather, deaccessioning will involve thoughtful case-by-case consideration,
based on standard museum policies and procedures.
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PART 1:
PREAMBLE
THE PURPOSE OF THE COLLECTING
PLAN
Grey Roots Museum & Archives has developed this
Collecting Plan in order to:
●● Provide insight into the composition and significance of the museum’s collections
●● Demonstrate its commitment to “best practice” for
museums – ensuring that its artefact collecting
aligns with and supports Grey Roots’ Vision and
Grey Roots Museum & Archives
Logo Sculpture, 2016
Mission (page 4) and exhibition programming in
order to maximize resources
●● Manage the concerns outlined in the Introduction section of this document
●● Prepare for a shift from being the passive recipient of the community’s collective generosity
to an active leadership role
●● Meet the Collections and Research Goal outlined in Grey Roots’ Strategic Plan (2016) –
“To ensure Grey Roots collects artefacts and archival material that tell the unique stories
of Grey.”

SCOPE
The Plan includes an analysis of Grey Roots’ three collections:
●● The Permanent Artefact Collection (PAC), consisting of accessioned artefacts
●● The Education Collection consisting of non-accessioned objects that are used, operated and
available for hands-on teaching
●● The Living History Collection, a collection largely comprised of useable, non-accessioned
objects such as vintage automobiles, engines, agricultural and construction equipment of high
visual impact that may be fully restored in order to further the museum’s Mission.
●● The Research Collection, an extensive collection of non-accessioned printed material that
covers everything from armament to zoology, technical catalogues and manuals, and 19th and
20th century mail-order catalogues
The PAC is subject to a much higher level of care and cataloguing than the latter three collections, as
per generally accepted museum principles and Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport’s Standards
for Community Museums in Ontario.

AUDIENCE
The intended audience for this Plan is County Council, County staff involved in Planning and
Heritage for the County, Grey Roots staff, Grey County citizens, local historical organizations,
potential donors to all three collections, museums interested in developing their own similar plans,
and researchers that utilize the collection’s histories and database.
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AUTHORITY
This Plan was developed using a variety of resources including:
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●

The American Association of Museums Guide to Collections Planning (2004)
A Collecting Plan for Doon Heritage Crossroads (2007)
The Canada Agriculture Museum’s Collection Development Strategy (2010)
The Bruce County Museum’s Collecting Plan (2013)
Centre for Future of Museums (various articles, 2011 – 2016)
The Minnesota History Interpreter (2007)
Assistance with Writing a Collection Plan, Netherlands Institute for Cultural Heritage and
Foundation for National Contact Between Museum Consultants (1998)

USE
This Plan is meant to be used as a general guideline in conjunction with the Grey Roots Museum
& Archives Vision and Mission statements and Strategic Plan (2016) and Collections Management
Policy (MS-GR-002). This Plan is fluid in that there will be edits as research, specific collections
development and analyses occur.

GREY ROOTS MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES COLLECTING PLAN
– GENERAL PRINCIPLES
A. The Collecting Plan frames recommendations for acquiring objects that will demonstrate the
evolution of Grey County in the 21st century as it has moved from a geographically isolated
rural society to a “family of networked, yet distinctive communities made of nine municipalities, which values its heritage of agricultural and rural simplicity, natural beauty, clean, healthy
environment and lifestyle, while also offering big city activities.”
B. The living history component of Grey Roots portrays rural life in Grey County from about 1860
to 1940 and will continue to develop as an area of distinction. Artefacts that facilitate the interpretation of this time period will continue to be actively researched and acquired.
C. The tenacity and fortitude of Grey County’s Indigenous people and early settlers will continue to
be honoured and preserved, and the museum’s collecting activities will encompass the pre-historic, pre-contact and settler past.
D. The collection will be strengthened in key areas that reflect the activities and interests of
modern museum audiences. The need to preserve the local material record of the 20th and 21st
centuries is crucial.
E. The Collecting Plan outlines criteria for what the museum will not collect, and reiterates existing
criteria that justify the removal of objects from the collection, where necessary.
F. The result of a carefully designed and implemented plan will be a broad, inclusive repository
of artefacts and documentary materials that showcases, interprets and celebrates the richness
of community life in Grey County from its origins up to today. Sharing the plan with the media,
our museum colleagues and friends will provide a base of support for our broadened collecting
goals.
G. As a guide for developing and improving Grey Roots’ collection, the primary audience of the
Collecting Plan is Grey Roots Museum & Archives and Grey County Council. The perspectives
of Grey Roots’ collections management, engagement and education and facilities staff are
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respected and included in the plan. The preceding Executive Summary is a general abstract
intended for other County staff and Grey County Council.
The Collecting Plan shapes a strategy for collecting that supports the museum’s primary
objectives as expressed in its Mission: to engage and educate our communities in the human
and natural history of Grey County by preserving and sharing collections, stories and memories
that define our collective identity.
The Collecting Plan takes into consideration the interests and collecting perspectives of other
local community museums and archives. Colleagues from other museums and museum
organizations were invited to share in the review of the Collecting Plan.
The Collecting Plan expresses a commitment to the proper stewardship of Grey Roots’
collections. “Stewardship” means knowing what is appropriate to collect, based on research,
and equally important, stewardship also implies a commitment to taking proper care of existing
and future collections. “Proper care” includes the adequate financial resources necessary to
support the continued development of the collection, as well as to provide for its proper housing
and conservation requirements.
As proposals are developed for future Moreston Heritage Village buildings and future exhibits,
the Collecting Plan supports the need to acquire artefacts and related information that will
demonstrate important themes in the history of Grey County in the 20th century, as previously
written. Through a variety of communications directed toward renewing and retaining a broader
interest in the work of the museum, potential donors will be encouraged to support the growth
of the collection toward this need and other stated goals.
The goals and recommendations of the Collecting Plan will be communicated to different
audiences and Grey Roots’ key supporters in Grey County. The substance of the plan will be
shared with the Friends of Moreston, a volunteer support group, as well as with the general
public and the media. Grey Roots’ website and social media platforms are hosts for information
about the museum’s collecting aims and activities. The plan will identify desirable artefacts or
classes of objects that the museum wishes to acquire, as such, other museums and archives,
antique dealers, auctioneers and private collectors are also an audience for the recommendations of the plan, and indeed, will help to realize many of its goals.
The Collecting Plan addresses the reality that lack of planning will result in negative consequences: a growing lack of resources, wasted time, space unwisely used, money applied
needlessly to the maintenance of unnecessary or unwanted collections. Furthermore, Grey
Roots may lose direction and focus if it collects arbitrarily or passively. Evidence of local history
from the 20th century, especially, may be lost without a clear-cut and well-researched acquisitions program. Institutional support for the museum’s collecting activities will dwindle without
measures and standards of accountability. Of course, the other side of this coin is the direction
toward which a good Collecting Plan points.
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INITIAL STEPS TO FORMULATING A COLLECTING PLAN
The following points provide a general outline of the process that led to the creation of this
Collecting Plan.
●● Collections staff formulate a set of assumptions and values that affirm Grey Roots’ and the
community’s respect for our collections and traditions. These outline why the museum collects
what it does, and identifies our audiences - those to whom the collection matters
●● The collection is analyzed using information from Grey Roots’ database of over 13,500
catalogue records
●● The collection is analyzed to assess its strengths, weaknesses and imbalances
●● The need to support museum activities in Moreston Heritage Village and future museum
exhibits is acknowledged
●● The practicalities of the museum environment (storage space, staffing, and other resources)
are considered as a vital part of the planning process
●● In summary, governance and collections staff make recommendations around the above considerations, and others, answering the crucial question: “What should be in the collection?”

Grey Roots Museum & Archives
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THE COLLECTING PLAN OUTLINES RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR STRENGTHENING THE PERMANENT ARTEFACT
COLLECTION
Based on the general assessment of the collection, and in accordance with other guiding principles
and collections policies, the Collecting Plan focuses on a plan to develop and improve an expanded
collection by the following measures:
●● Stating a unique collecting mission or vision that meshes with the museum’s Mission and
Vision
●● Refining and focusing the collection to reflect the mission of Grey Roots
●● Reflecting and strengthening through further artefact acquisitions a commitment to
educational programs and interpretation of the living history site - Moreston Heritage Village
●● Unifying the collection and preparing for the future; by ensuring it reflects a holistic and
balanced view of the region up to the present day in order to better preserve and tell our
stories to all ages
●● Adding depth to the collection
●● Defining new themes and topics of interest toward the development of areas of distinction
in these areas
●● Proposing how and what we should be collecting to properly reflect these themes, including
non-material assets such as oral histories
●● Limiting what Grey Roots collects to the terms of our mission (defining what not to collect)
●● Continuing to plan for rational de-accessioning as defined in the museum’s collection
management policy
●● Defining who participates in the process of collecting and of deaccessioning (e.g. one
person, a committee, a subject specialist, etc.)
●● Actively collecting and screening offers from prospective donors against established criteria
●● Allowing for a generous measure of flexibility in collecting
●● Affirming currently accepted standards for provenance, donation and other attributes of
potential acquisitions
●● Considering important conservation concerns such as environmental and spatial requirements for storage and display
●● Proposing approaches to collecting contemporary culture
●● Identifying opportunities for collaboration with other museums or collectors, including
sharing collecting activities
●● Communicating new collecting goals to Grey County communities
●● Committing to a periodic review for the Collecting Plan
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PART 2:
SETTING THE STAGE FOR COLLECTING
Grey Roots Museum & Archives is composed of a museum, including a repository for a large
permanent collection of artefacts; an archives facility with an independant collection; and a ten-acre
living history site focused on rural life in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Grey Roots plans
and hopes, with community support, to continue to develop Moreston Heritage Village from its
current 11 period buildings, expanding the display and interpretation of the broader collections.
It is acknowledged that the present Grey Roots collections and its future collecting affect various
aspects of museum operations and all departments and staff. The Plan was written primarily
by Grey Roots’ Collections Manager, Sim Salata, with edits and organizational guidance from
Petal Furness, Museum Manager, and input from Joan Hyslop, Registrar, and the departmental
managers at Grey Roots.
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OVERVIEW OF MAJOR POINTS OF THE CURRENT STRATEGIC
PLAN
Grey Roots’ 2016 Strategic Plan outlines five strategic goals:
1. Collections and Research
●● To ensure Grey Roots collects artefacts and archival material that tell the unique stories of
Grey.
2. Visitor Experience
●● To define and prioritize core audiences in order to develop new events, programs and
opportunities for enhanced interpretation to ensure both increased attendance and appreciation of Grey Roots.
3. Facilities
●● To optimize internal work space thus allowing staff to better serve visitors when developing
and delivering exhibits, programs and events, all in an accessible, welcoming and safe
facility.
4. Moreston Heritage Village
●● To ensure public programming is sustainable, while exploring ways to extend the season,
and to prioritize proposed heritage buildings for future growth of the village.
5. Communications, Marketing, Sponsorship and Fundraising
●● To ensure awareness of Grey Roots, to increase audiences, and to focus on pursuing
sponsorships, partnerships and fundraising opportunities
Of the 20 recommendations made in the Strategic Plan, six are directly related to or
affect collecting operations (collecting priorities, storage space for artefacts, artefacts on
exhibition, use of collections for interpretation and hands-on visitor experience). They are:
1a) Write Collecting Plan
1b) Determine time period(s) for collection activity
1c) Ensure consistency in collections between museum and archives
3e) Review internal space utilization in the main building
3g) Develop plan to refresh the Grey County Gallery
2b) Improve overall visitor experience
It is hoped that the information contained within the first goal will help in the planning in order to
achieve the other four.
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RELATIONSHIP OF THE COLLECTING PLAN TO OTHER GREY
ROOTS POLICY AND PLANNING DOCUMENTS
The Collecting Plan is one document within an internal framework of other policies and procedures
and accepted museum practices designed to meet museum standards. The Collections Management
Policy, Exhibition Policy, Acquisition and Deaccession Procedure, Artefact and Archival Material
Loans Policy, Conservation Policy and Integrated Pest Management Plan are regularly reviewed to
ensure that they enable and guide the goals of long-term collections development.
Within a broader institutional framework, Grey Roots’ Mission and other policies, including those
that address issues affecting our collections, are guided by the County of Grey’s Corporate Purpose
Statement which is “[c]ommitted to the coordinated delivery of responsive and cost‐effective
services that strengthen the economic, social, environmental, and cultural wellbeing of the diverse
communities it serves,” and related to that, the commitment to “Champion arts, culture, and heritage
initiatives that promote and enhance Grey County’s rich creativity and history.”

COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT PRACTICES MESH WITH THE
COLLECTING PLAN
The goal of a good collections management program is to capture information about a museum’s
collections and to share that information as widely as possible with the public and those within the
museum who plan programs and exhibitions.
The key collections management considerations underlying Grey Roots’ Collecting Plan are the
following:
●● A Collections Management Policy is in place and guides the documentation and
stewardship of the museum’s collections. Catalogue records have been maintained in
a computerized database since around 1996. Grey Roots’ current collections management
system, PastPerfect, now holds over 13,700 records and nearly 68,000 digital artefact
images, representing nearly 100% of the museum’s artefact holdings. Catalogue records
include a full range of descriptors, including donor information, condition, conservation
treatments, history and provenance, building and shelving locations as well as other
thematic descriptors. All permanent artefact records have been edited to meet privacy
legislation and are available on-line, making them available worldwide. This on-line
database is updated on a quarterly basis.
●● The development of a focused Collecting Plan does not imply disposal of artefacts
from the existing museum collection. However, as noted in Grey Roots’ Acquisition
and Deaccession Procedure, “Sometimes, museums and archives need to deaccession
and dispose of artefacts from their collections to allow for better examples to enter the
collection, and to remove objects that fall outside the core collecting mandate, allowing
museums to re-direct their resources toward the remaining items.” We recognize that
selective deaccessioning should take place from the existing collection. Catalogue records
for deaccessioned objects remain in the PastPerfect database, indicating the rationale for,
authority and method of disposal.

Grey Roots Museum & Archives
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●● Adequate staffing exists to support the maintenance of the collection, and staff will
continue to have the necessary training, education and experience to fulfill the museum’s
responsibilities. The Museum Manager, Collections Manager and Registrar are full-time
professionals responsible for all aspects of collections management and care. Museums
Studies interns and properly trained and skilled volunteers provide additional expertise in
collections care.
●● A proper facility exists to hold and store the museum’s collections. Grey Roots
Museum & Archives, opened in 2004, was designed specifically for proper artefact storage
and environmental control. Its storage areas are dedicated to the special housing needs
of small artefacts and archival material, and large agricultural, industrial and transportation
artefacts. Cleaning and conservation treatment of small artefacts is carried out in a small,
but well-equipped lab.
●● Grey Roots will continue to carry out a program of preventive conservation and
regularly monitor environmental conditions, including light levels, temperature and
humidity, air quality, damage, pests and other hazards. Monitoring equipment is checked
on a regular basis, ensuring timely attention to problem conditions.
●● Past collecting traditions and achievements are respected and celebrated. Generous
community support and enthusiastic leadership led to the creation of a wide and varied
museum collection from the establishment of Grey County-Owen Sound Centennial
Museum in 1967.
In short, this Collecting Plan rests within the framework of the County’s and museum’s policies and
planning documents. It harmonizes generally accepted guidelines of provincial and national professional associations (Ontario Museum Association, Canadian Museum Association, International
Council of Museums, and the Canadian Conservation Institute).

WHAT THE COMMUNITY WANTS TO SEE
From January to June, 2015, Grey Roots collections staff posed a survey on its website that
garnered 133 responses from users. Respondents were each asked to select up to five subject
areas that they thought a museum in Grey County should portray in its exhibits. Respondents
rated “Human History of the Region” the highest (42.7%), followed by “Pioneer Settlement History
(41.3%). See the following table for all responses.
First Nations history, art and culture, agriculture and architecture were also consistently chosen.
The natural sciences, technology, inventions, business and industry and the environment subjects
chose collectively reflected strong interest in the landscape and the changing face of business and
life in Grey County.
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Future research, collecting and exhibition will take into consideration the expressed wishes of the
community, such as those listed below.
What subjects should a County Museum explore? Please select up to five subject areas and
rank them in order, from the one that in your opinion ranks the highest (first) to the lowest
of your top five (last).
Choices in Descending Order of Importance from 133 respondents:
1
(highest)

2

3

4

5
(lowest)

Total

Human history of the region 42.7% (32)

26.7% (20)

14.7% (11)

9.3% (7)

6.7% (5)

75

Pioneer settlement history

41.3% (31)

18.7% (14)

21.3% (16)

8.0% (6)

10.67% (8)

75

First Nations history

17.7% (12)

27.9% (19)

26.47% (18)

20.59% (14) 7.4% (5)

68

Art & culture

19.2% (10)

21.2% (11)

7.7% (4)

28.9% (15)

23.1% (12)

52

Agriculture

25.0% (10)

15.0% (6)

22.5% (9)

17.5% (7)

20.0% (8)

40

Architecture

0.0% (0)

27.8% (10)

22.2% (8)

22.2% (8)

27.8% (10)

36

Geology, botany, natural

16.1% (5)

19.4% (6)

25.9% (8)

19.4% (6)

19.4% (6)

31

Entrepreneurs & inventions

0.0% (0)

18.5% (5)

29.6% (8)

29.6% (8)

22.2% (6)

27

Business and Industry

8.7% (2)

8.7% (2)

34.8% (8)

17.4% (4)

30.4% (7)

23

Local ethno-cultural groups

8.7% (2)

13.0% (3)

17.4% (4)

43.5% (10)

17.4% (4)

23

The environment

13.0% (3)

17.4% (4)

30.4% (7)

21.7% (5)

17.4% (4)

23

Science and technology

26.1% (6)

21.7% (5)

13.0% (3)

21.7% (5)

17.4% (4)

23

Neighbourhoods & families

0.0% (0)

31.8% (7)

22.7% (5)

27.3% (6)

18.2% (4)

22

Current community issues

22.22% (4)

11.11% (2)

16.67% (3)

16.67% (3)

33.33% (6)

18

Military, world conflict

38.9% (7)

16.7% (3)

33.3% (6)

0.0% (0)

11.1% (2)

18

Transportation

5.88% (1)

11.76% (2)

29.41% (5)

41.18% (7)

11.8% (2)

17

Social clubs & churches

0.0% (0)

30.8% (4)

15.4% (2)

15.4% (2)

38.5% (5)

13

Water & water conservation 7.7% (1)

15.4% (2)

0.0% (0)

30.8% (4)

46.2% (6)

13

9.09% (1)

0.00% (0)

27.27% (3)

54.55% (6)

11

sciences

Politics & political figures

9.09% (1)

Grey Roots Museum & Archives

COLLECTING PLAN 2018

19

PART 3:
VISION FOR THE COLLECTIONS
Like most Canadian museums, after a generation of uncontrolled collecting of broad collections
held in perpetuity, Grey Roots is examining its resources and realizing that this method is no longer
tenable.
In the future, questions that should be asked are, “Why are we collecting this?” “What does it say?”
“What should we not collect (because it is available elsewhere)?”
The end result, it is hoped, is that this will allow Grey Roots to manage its PAC in a coordinated and
effective manner and explore opportunities to optimize resources.
The Collecting Plan’s vision for the future is a realization of “best practice” ideals expressed by all
of these:
●● Support and consistency with Grey Roots’ Vision and Mission
●● Relevance to the contemporary community it serves by reflecting the diverse local cultural
experiences of past and present Grey County citizens, and relevance to the needs of the
museum
●● Uniqueness as the County of Grey’s community museum within the network of local
museums and archives and their varying mandates, and uniqueness within its geographical location and historical context
●● Adherence to the Ontario Ministry of Tourism Culture and Sport’s Standards for Community
Museums
●● Recognition of the Canadian Museum Association’s Ethical Guidelines
●● Sustainable growth
●● Accessibility to the public via various means
●● Practicality in terms of what is achievable within a stated timeframe, space considerations
and financial framework

20
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PART 4:
THE PERMANENT ARTEFACT
COLLECTION (PAC)
OVERVIEW, ANALYSIS AND IMPLICATIONS FOR FUTURE
COLLECTING
GEOGRAPHY
Grey County is geographically large and diverse, and its history goes back thousands of years. As
such, the PAC is made up of objects reflecting both human and natural history with the boundaries
of the County.
Grey County is situated where the Niagara Escarpment meets the shores of Georgian Bay. Along
its north shoreline is the Owen Sound harbour, Beaver Valley and the Blue Mountains, and along
its southern extent, rolling farmland, rich aggregate deposits and a myriad of rivers. As the fourth
largest county in Ontario, Grey covers an area of 4,513 square kilometers, much of which encompass
lakes, river accesses and waterfalls on public lands, portions of the Bruce Trail, and conservation
lands. Grey County values its environmental heritage, natural beauty and rural lifestyle.
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KINCARDINE
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COMMUNITIES
Grey County is made up of nine municipalities, which are listed below. Some of these municipalities were amalgamated from smaller towns and townships, and these are listed following the
municipal name.
●● City of Owen Sound
●● Municipality of Grey Highlands – Villages of Flesherton and Markdale, Artemesia,
Euphrasia, and Osprey Townships
●● Municipality of Meaford - Town of Meaford, St. Vincent and Sydenham Townships
●● Municipality of West Grey - Towns of Durham and Neustadt, and Glenelg, Normanby, and
Bentinck Townships
●● Town of Hanover
●● The Blue Mountains - Town of Thornbury and Collingwood Township
●● Township of Chatsworth - Village of Chatsworth, Sullivan and Holland Townships
●● Township of Georgian Bluffs - Keppel, Derby, Sarawak and the Village of Shallow Lake
●● Township of Southgate – Town of Dundalk and Egremont and Proton Townships
Every person identifies with a community, neighbourhood, city or town. Grey Roots has many
artefacts with which County residents will identify as celebrating the daily life and special events
and achievements of their communities, e.g. a room key from the former Queen’s Hotel (Owen
Sound), a brick from the Hallman & Co. brickyard (Hanover), and a baseball jersey from the Royals
(Ayton). Grey Roots will continue to collect objects from the 20th and 21st century, as well as stories
and other information that help us to interpret them.

Grey’s townships, municipalities and cities
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GROWTH OF THE PERMANENT ARTEFACT COLLECTION
Between 2012 and 2016, an average of 330 objects were added to the PAC per year. However, it
is anticipated that this number will be lower (as seen from 2014 onward) – likely around 200 objects
per year, as a result of the collection inventory (identifying collections holdings) and this Plan, which
stresses careful and planned collecting based on its recommendations.
The PAC is assessed in four ways, each offering an insight into the make-up of the collection in a
snapshot of time (December 31, 2016).

Growth of the Permanent Artefact Collection

NUMBER OF OBJECTS ADDED
TO THE PAC PER YEAR
1000
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Over the last five years (2012-2016), an average of 330 objects were added to the
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Past donations have come from the goodwill of current and past residents and the
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The second way in which the permanent artefact collection is examined is by the location
from which each artefact is donated (not necessarily where it was manufactured or used).
As one can see from the graph below, 83% of the PAC is acquired from Grey County
residents.

Collection by Geography (Donor Residence)
2%
Owen Sound
Ontario (non-Grey County)

5%

Municipality of Meaford

2%

6%

Grey County unspecified
Municipality of West Grey

3%

1% 0%

7%

48%

Township of Chatsworth
Township of Georgian Bluffs
Municipality of Grey Highlands

9%

Township of Southgate
Town of the Blue Mountains

17%

Hanover

Given
the location of theWHERE
former museum
building within theARTEFACT
City of Owen Sound and Grey
BY GEOGRAPHY:
THE PERMANENT
Roots’
proximity to that
city, nearly
half of the PAC is acquired from Owen Sound residents.
COLLECTION
COMES
FROM
There is good representation from all other municipalities (particularly the Municipality of
The second way in which the PAC is examined is by the location from which each artefact is
Meaford), with noticeable representational weaknesses from the Town of the Blue
donated (not necessarily where it was manufactured or used). As one can see from the graph, 83%
Mountains
(105 artefacts) and the Town of Hanover (fewer than 70 of 13,000+ artefacts).
of the PAC is acquired from Grey County residents.
The Town of Blue Mountains has a good, mid-sized museum located closer to its centre
Given
the location
of (the
the former
museumMuseum).
building within the City of Owen Sound and Grey Roots’
than
Grey
Roots is
Collingwood
proximity to that city, nearly half of the PAC is acquired from Owen Sound residents. There is good

Inrepresentation
today’s museum
atmosphere,
potential
donors
in the Town
of Blue
from allcollecting
other municipalities
(particularly
the artefact
Municipality
of Meaford),
with noticeable
Mountains
and Hanover
should
be Town
directed
toBlue
GreyMountains
Roots, however,
before
representational
weaknesses
from the
of the
(105 artefacts)
andapproximately
the Town of
Hanover
(fewer
than
70 ofnot
13,000+
Thealong
Town of
Blue
Mountains
has a good,
mid-sized
1995,
they
likely
would
have artefacts).
been. This,
with
the
geographical
distance
from
museum located closer to its centre than Grey Roots is (the Collingwood Museum).

In today’s museum collecting atmosphere, potential artefact donors in the Town of Blue Mountains
25 | P a g e
and Hanover should be directed to Grey Roots, however, before approximately 1995, they likely
would not have been. This, along with the geographical distance from Grey Roots, likely contributes
to the low representation of artefacts from these areas, within the PAC.
In order to accurately represent the entire County, Grey Roots may need to increase its profile to
Hanover and the Town of Blue Mountain residents in order to increase its number of donated acquisitions from these two areas. A collecting goal would be to double the number of artefacts from
the Town of Blue Mountain (particularly in the Recreation category) and triple those from Hanover
within the next three to five years.
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By Cultural-Historical Significance: Artefact Rating
The third way in which the permanent artefact collection is examined is by the percentage
of cultural-historical importance of each of the artefacts to Grey County.

Collection by Cultural-Historical Value
0%
4%
16%

80%

A - Top of County cultural heritage,
artefacts that are irreplaceable and
indispensable
B - Artefacts that are not of paramount
importance in cultural-historical value, but
have great attraction or exhibit value
C - Artefacts that fall within Grey Roots'
collecting scope, but do not represent a
great cult-hist value
D - Artefacts that fall beyond the collecting
scope and are eligible for de-accessioning
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objects that were beyond the museum’s collecting mandate due to lack of relevance, lack
of provenance (known history), poor condition or repetition within the collection. This has
greatly aligned the remaining 13,000 artefacts with the museum’s Mission and Vision and
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In this way, staff determined the cultural-historical value of each artefact in the collection, and
through 2016 and into 2017, deaccessioned and disposed of approximately 1,400 objects that
were beyond the museum’s collecting mandate due to lack of relevance, lack of provenance, poor
condition or repetition within the collection. This has greatly aligned the remaining 13,000 artefacts
with the museum’s Mission and Vision and gives users a profile of the PAC as of December 31,
2017) which is as follows:
●● 4% of the collection is considered “A”
rated artefacts. These are the top of the
collection and are Grey County’s irreplaceable “showpieces.” They are largely
one-of-a-kind or very rare objects, have
known histories, are in good or excellent,
original condition, and some have archival
support in the form of photographs and
first-person accounts. These objects are
very carefully handled, exhibits are limited
to within the museum only, and their conservation is of the highest importance for
emergency collections planning

Carving of a Horse-Drawn Hay Mower
(excellent condition) by Erskine Brown,
Thornbury, 1960-1970

●● 16% of the collection is considered “B”
rated and make up Grey Roots’ “core
collection.” These are objects that closely
align with Grey Roots’ Mission and Vision,
are in good or excellent condition, and are
actively exhibited.

Surrey (good condition), unknown maker, about
1900, originally owned by August Wathke,
Sullivan Township
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●● 80% of the collection falls within the “C”
rated category. These are items that meet
the collecting policy and have exhibition
value, but are generally not unique to
Grey County, are easily replaceable,
and may be stored and displayed in
non-museum standard conditions (i.e.
Moreston Heritage Village buildings), as
there are usually multiple examples within
the collection.
Lambrequin (fair condition), unknown maker,
19th century

●● Due to deaccessions in 2016-2017, less
than 1% of the collection is now “D” rated,
although, if “D” rated artefacts are large
or cumbersome (as the remaining are),
even this small amount may take up an
inordinate amount of storage space.

Parasol (poor condition), maker and
provenance unknown
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BY CATEGORY: WHAT’S IN THE PERMANENT ARTEFACT
COLLECTION
For the purpose of this Plan, the PAC is broken down several ways, the first of which is by
lexicon (a list of terms associated with a particular subject) and based on Chenhall’s Museum
Cataloguing System of Classifying Objects, which groups objects by their function. This is the
classification system used with PastPerfect Museum Software, the collections management
database Grey Roots uses to manage its PAC records. PastPerfect is the leading contact and
collections management software for small to medium-sized museums in the world. Currently
10,000 clients use the PastPerfect system, including 52 in Ontario.
Based on Chenhall’s eleven categories of classification, the PAC can be broken down as follows:

PERMANENT ARTEFACT COLLECTION (PAC)
BY CATEGORY T&E FOR MATERIALS
1%
5%

.5%

.5%

T&E for Materials

4%

Personal Objects
28%

8%

Communication Artefacts
Furnishings
T&E for Science and Technology

9%

Distribution & Transportation Artefacts
T&E for Communication

10%

Recreational Artefacts
21%
13%

Built Environment
Unclassifiable Artefacts
Natural History

Based on the data in the collections management database, the largest number of artefacts within
the PAC consists of Tools and Equipment (T&E) for Materials (such as those used in woodworking,
forestry, food processing and service, leatherworking, etc.). The second largest category is
Personal Objects (this includes clothing, toiletry and grooming items, and personal gear such as
walking canes, parasols, hand fans, etc.)
Of currently small proportionate representation are items of Natural History and Recreational

Based on the data in the collections management database, the largest number of artefacts
Artefacts. The Bruce Trail, Niagara Escarpment, and other exceptional natural phenomena make
within
the PAC consists of Tools and Equipment (T&E) for Materials (such as those used in
Grey County unique, and as such, it is important to record the natural history, both past and present,
woodworking,
forestry,
food
processing
and
leatherworking,
etc.).
as the natural
landscape
helps
to shape both
ourservice,
current and
our predecessor’s
lives.The second
largest category is Personal Objects (this includes clothing, toiletry and grooming items,
and personal gear such as walking canes, parasols, hand fans, etc.)
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Of currently small proportionate representation are items of Natural History and
Recreational Artefacts. The Bruce Trail, Niagara Escarpment, and other exceptional
natural phenomena make Grey County unique, and as such, it is important to record the
natural history, both past and present, as the natural landscape helps to shape both our
PLANlives.
2018
Grey Roots Museum & Archives
current and ourCOLLECTING
predecessor’s
Leisure and recreation are an important part of living today, and it was the same in the

Breckenridge House 978.62.4 Courtesy of the Grey County Archives collection

Leisure and recreation are an important part of living today, and it was the same in the past. It
is important that the PAC represent not just how people made their livings, but how they spent
their free time to enjoy their lives fully. The PAC should represent all facets of life, if it is going to
accurately reflect the County’s cultural history.

Below is a further breakdown of the PAC by Chenhall’s System of Classification. Each
section has a brief description of what is included, roughly how many objects fall within
them, bulleted lists of items that, due to repetition of samples within the permanent
artefact collection currently will not be accepted, and recommendations for future
collecting. Applying to each recommendation is the condition that, at the time of donation
or acquisition, items can be properly cared for and safely stored.
AA Items that will not be accepted

These sections are fluid and will change as further in-depth collections development analyses are
conducted and further deaccessions take place.
It is understood that unless otherwise written, in all Classes and Categories, items not yet
represented will be considered providing they have good, local provenance and are in good to
excellent condition. Those that were manufactured within Grey County or bear the names of
Grey County individuals, businesses, teams, organizations, etc., will be considered for the PAC
regardless of duplication within the collection.

Grey Roots Museum & Archives
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1. OBJECT CLASS - BUILT
ENVIRONMENT ARTEFACTS (118)
Built Environment objects include objects created as
buildings or part of a buildings’ fabrication, and have a
distinct function as part of a larger structure. It includes
building components, site features and structures like tents,
houses and barns. Although two Moreston buildings are
original located structures (the Log House and the Farm
House) and can be called “artefacts,” with all of the implied
responsibilities for proper stewardship invested in them,
they have not been accessioned. However, there is a rich
body of research material that has been gathered as site
buildings have been restored. The Grey Roots collection of
built environment objects is small, however, objects in this
category tend to be large and/or heavy (i.e. buildings, water
pumps, bricks, lightning rods, windows).
BUILT ENVIRONMENT ARTEFACTS

RECORDS

Building components

95

Site features

8

Structures

15

Jesus and St. John leaded
windows, St. John’s Anglican
Church, Desboro

Building components encompass a larger class of objects that function as parts of larger structures,
rather than as independent units. The classification includes such things as hinges, doorknobs,
window frames, locks, latches and doors. The museum collection contains a substantial assortment
of such components, some of which in the past, have been incorporated into building restorations.
Currently, pieces that are of interest for future buildings are not accessioned, but are catalogued
with a “Fixture or Furniture” (FF) object identification number to track them and record a simple
history of origin.
Only elements of key buildings within the County are collected for the permanent artefact collection.
These items must be of a manageable size for storage and maneuvering, in order to be preserved.
The exception to this are building elements manufactured with the County, such as bricks made at
County brickworks.

FUTURE COLLECTING
Future acquisitions and relocations of original buildings will not be common in the future, given
the cost of planning and transporting large structures, and Niagara Escarpment Commission builtgrowth restrictions. Opportunities for acquiring structures will be evaluated case by case, factoring
in both programming needs and budgetary considerations.
In the past, the process of research and community involvement that has guided Grey Roots in
building and restoring built structures in Moreston Heritage Village has resulted in the discovery
and/or acquisition of many artefacts that have enriched the furnishings and the interpretation of
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these structures within the timeframe of the village. For example, the Schoolhouse is now filled
with desks from various (closed) Grey County schools and the blacksmith shop is entirely furnished
with blacksmith-made tools that contribute to the strength of the PAC and the Education Collection,
and to the interpretation of the finished structures.
The experience of the interpreters in Moreston has reinforced the fact that visitors consistently show
a strong interest in architectural queries (i.e. wanting to know if buildings are original or replicated),
details and building histories. The accurate presentation of buildings based on both research and
building restoration and architectural objects in the collection (fragments or components), will play
a role in the development of museum exhibits that include architectural themes especially within
Moreston’s historic village environment.

Grey Roots Museum & Archives
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2. FURNISHINGS (1,305)
The artefacts of household life are predominant in the Furnishings category. Many of these are factory-made (e.g. oil lamps, stoves, chairs), but many are the products of domestic endeavor. Of the
1,305 objects in this category, 24% have documented connections to Grey County. These figures
reveal information gaps that collecting for the 21st century will address.
This category is broken down into several classifications: bedding, floor coverings, furniture,
household accessories, lighting equipment, temperature control equipment and window and door
coverings.
FURNISHINGS

RECORDS

Bedding

146

Floor coverings

115

Furniture

317

Household accessories

577

Lighting equipment

163

Temperature control equipment

57

Window and door coverings
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BEDDING
Grey Roots’ collection of bedding textiles includes many outstanding examples of quilts, coverlets
and pillow coverings, the majority of which were produced in the 19th century by craftspeople or
householders. Catalogue records indicate that 42% of this collection has a documented history with
Grey County. As with other facets of the collection, the apparent gap is lack of local provenance
and the scarcity of materials representing the 20th century.
Bedding is further broken down into bedcovers, sheets, blankets, mattresses, pillows, cases and
shams.

QUILT COLLECTION
The quilt/blanket collection is the largest section,
numbering nearly 130 items. Quilting in rural communities
was/is quite common and, as such, are often kept within
families and passed down generation to generation.

SIGNATURE QUILTS
These quilts were often created as fundraisers, usually
for the Red Cross (during World War I) or a church. Participants paid a fee to have their names embroidered on
and then the quilt was typically raffled off. Signature quilts
represent what was important to County communities, as
well as documenting County congregational members
and their families.
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Signature Quilt, (detail of title block)
Latona Presbyterian Church,
Dornoch, 1902
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Grey Roots has 25 signature quilts with at least one from each former Grey County township, with
the exception of Keppel, and one from each current municipality, with the exception of the Town of
Hanover. Each of these quilts is singular and unique, and potential future signature quilt donations
need to be judged more on provenance and condition than on style redundancy.

LINENS
At this time, the collection of linens varies widely in both numbers of each type of object, and
in condition and provenance. There are 35 pillow shams, the majority of them embroidered in
red-work, 14 pillowcases and only two flat sheets in the collection. Materials represented are
cotton and linen.

FUTURE COLLECTING
Local craftspeople and guilds have long been centres of great creativity, for example, the Bluewater
Quilters Guild and the Pottawatomi Spinners and Weavers Guild. Grey Roots will begin to collect
items from these sources in order to provide excellent examples of 20th and 21st century changes in
quilting trends and materials and sources of fibres used for clothing and other textiles. In the future,
quilts should be sought and collected not only for their provenance, but also for their pattern and/or
style, their uniqueness, and technical prowess. Patterns already well represented in the PAC are
crazy quilts and log cabin quilts.
Grey Roots will actively seek to locate and have donated signature quilts from the former Keppel
Township and the Town of Hanover.
Though we know there were several woolen mills in Grey County, the Grey Roots PAC has only
two woolen blankets with local provenance (Northern Textile Mill). It is recommended that other
County-manufactured woolen bedding is sought for the collection.
Linens should be collected selectively, based on patterns and materials not found within the
existing collection. Any items offered that represent what is already in the collection, should be in
excellent condition with detailed provenance. More examples of decorative styles such as turkey
stitch, embroidered patterns, handmade lace trim and monogramming on shams and pillowcases
should be collected, while further examples of red-work between 1890 and 1920 should not, unless
extremely unique.

FLOOR COVERINGS
Grey Roots has a small collection of floor coverings, the great majority of which are hooked rugs
which date from the 1860s to the 1970s. There are two examples of historical rag rugs from the
mid-1800s.
It is recommended that this area should be better represented in style, pattern, and materials
(usually recycled), as long as they are in good or better condition with known provenance. It
is recommended that mass produced carpet and area rugs, not be collected unless they have
significant provenance.
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Child’s chest of drawers, 1947
Harris Furniture and Chair Company Ltd.,
Owen Sound

FURNITURE
There are approximately 320 pieces of furniture within the PAC. Furniture making was a large
industry within Grey and is considered a vital part of its manufacturing history and an identified area
of distinction. At present, the quality of the museum’s furniture collection is inconsistent. It features
several important pieces, of which the late 19th century John Ross buffet is the most significant (within
the entire collection). Many fine pieces of artisan-made and factory-made furniture are part of the
Grey County Gallery’s long-term exhibit (2004 – 2016) like the Telford cupboard, and Moreston’s
exhibited items, for example the mid-19th century Mark Baker cupboard in the Farmhouse. For a
large portion of the furniture, however, there is poor donor information, and therefore little history
of ownership and none of maker, so these objects’ historical value are greatly diminished as a
consequence and they are eligible for future deaccessioning and/or disposal. Grey County once
boasted one of Canada’s most important furniture industries, but this is poorly represented in the
collection. The positive aspect of this is that because so much of this furniture was produced in
the County, that it is still reasonably obtainable at local auctions and private sales in good to very
good condition.

FUTURE COLLECTING
Local furniture production in the last century represents an exciting opportunity for collecting 20th
century materials. Grey County was a very active participant in Canadian furniture production
for the first three-quarters of the 20th century. Companies such as the Spiesz Furniture Co. Ltd.
(later Spiesz-Wright) of Hanover, the Durham Furniture Company, the North American Bent Chair
Company of Owen Sound, the Harris Furniture and Chair Company, and the Markdale Furniture
Company, to name just a few, produced a wide range of home, office, school and children’s furniture.
Even small businesses with a few craftsmen turned out specialty pieces and fine cabinetry.
The furniture making industry in Grey is still strong, with local manufacturers of cabinetry, furniture
and custom wood products producing quality products. At the time of writing this plan, the museum
collection does not adequately represent this wide and changing range of manufacturing, nor is this
aspect of the collection represented in other public collections. Approximately 20% (79 objects)
of the furnishings collection were made or manufactured in Grey County. However, many of the
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significant furniture makers, like inventory, Marshall Burns Lloyd, who developed the “Lloyd Loom”
(an artificial wicker process) are under-represented (by objects or documentary evidence), in
sufficient depth to support display or interpretation.
An important consideration in building a comprehensive furniture collection is the amount of space
required to house and properly care for large objects such as chairs, tables, cabinets, sideboards
and many other space-consuming objects. As well, the time and financial investments that are necessitated by the search for excellent and representative furniture from many time and style periods
will place considerable demands on staff time and budget.
Furniture will be accepted into the collection, if it has been manufactured in the County. This can
be from early, small furniture makers to large manufacturers. Due to the large nature of the objects
and their space needs, it is recommended that each County-made piece be carefully researched
for condition, redundancy, if the manufacturer is already represented within the PAC, and the ability
to store it properly and safely. Other furniture that may be accepted should have high County-level
provenance.

HOUSEHOLD ACCESSORIES
This classification is a varied one, and ranges from bootjacks, pipe
racks and jewellery cases, to spittoons and doilies. Within the PAC,
there are about 557 items within this classification.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Ashtrays
Bootjacks
Cushion covers
Doilies
Picture frames

AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Bureau scarves
Knick-knacks
Match holders
Table scarves
Vases

Ashtray, 1929 – 1950
Empire Stove & Furnace Co. Limited,
Owen Sound

FUTURE COLLECTING
Grey Roots will actively seek household items made by the following: the Inkerman Foundry of
Durham, the Colin Cashore Foundry of Owen Sound, and Farrar’s of Meaford as these are either
not represented or under-represented in the PAC.

LIGHTING EQUIPMENT
This classification numbers over 163 artefacts and ranges from lighting devices to their accessories
such as candle sticks, wick trimmers, chimneys and globes. It does not include automotive lighting.
Due to the large number of objects within the classification, replication is likely. It is recommended
that only items not already represented within the collection, in good to excellent condition and with
good provenance be accepted.
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Soot door, 1903-1917, Canadian Heating
& Ventilating Co., Owen Sound,
precursor to the Empire Stove & Furnace
Co. Ltd.

TEMPERATURE CONTROL EQUIPMENT
This category includes anything that manipulates the heating or cooling of the environment, from
woodstoves and their accessories, to matches.

A. STOVES AND HEATERS

Throughout the County, there were foundries that produced stoves and these are considered an
important part of the industrial history of Grey County. There are also several wood stoves and small
heaters made by several different Canadian manufacturers that have Grey County provenance.
At this time, it is recommended that only stoves and heaters created within Grey County (such as
the Empire Stove and Furnace Company) be collected, providing they are in good or excellent
condition, are not already represented within the collection, and Grey Roots has the ability to care
for them properly.

B. HEATING EQUIPMENT ACCESSORIES

There are several examples of these items, such as coal buckets, pokers, stove lifters, and coal
shovels already in the PAC. Most of these items were mass produced outside of the County. Grey
Roots will continue to seek local foundry or blacksmith-made items in this classification.

C. WINDOW AND DOOR COVERINGS

There are several examples of window curtains and draperies within the collection. Many of these
would have been made by Grey County residents, but many were also mass produced. Handmade
coverings will be preferred over mass produced, but it is important to have a small selection of the
changing trends through time.
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3. PERSONAL OBJECTS (2,748)
This is a large category that is broken down into four classifications - adornment, clothing, personal
gear, and toilet articles. These classifications are further divided.
PERSONAL OBJECTS
Adornment
Clothing

RECORDS
86
1,782

Personal Gear

675

Toilet Articles

212

A commonality of many museums’ collections of personal artefacts (headwear, clothing and footwear
in particular), is that they reflect what was treasured and saved. Wedding dresses, christening
dresses and the remainder of swift fashion changes (e.g. petticoats), therefore, far outnumber
examples of everyday apparel. Unfortunately, much of the clothing that people lived and worked in
simply wore out as it was used and then mended, handed down and finally recycled into patches
and rags. Clothing that signifies a nostalgic or historic place or time association (i.e. team jackets
and uniforms), often become sought-after vintage items in the antiques marketplace.

ADORNMENT
Adornment objects are defined as those created to decorate humans. It is divided into two
subclasses: body ornaments and hair ornaments.
Body ornaments include lockets, bracelets, earrings, necklaces, pendants, and rings. These
jewelry pieces number around 76, and most are in good condition.
Hair ornaments include decorative and functional pins and combs. All of these are mass-produced
women’s hair combs such as side-sweep combs.

CLOTHING
A. CLOTHING ACCESSORIES

This is a large sub-class. Within the collection are roughly 530 clothing accessories.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Belts
Men’s detachable celluloid collars
Women’s lace collars
Women’s lace cuffs
Hatpins
Cuff studs or links
Women’s gloves
Mittens
Muffs
Scarves

Mittens, 1889
Made by Mrs. Abra of Derby Township, Grey County

Exceptions to clothing accessories will be made for items that are locally-made and are unrepresented in the collection (era-specific).
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B. DRESSING WEAR AND NIGHTWEAR

These articles are worn while relaxing, bathing, or sleeping. Within the PAC there are about 50
objects.
AA Women’s 19th and 20th century white cotton nightgowns and dressing gowns
AA Women’s 20th century bed jackets

C. FOOTWEAR

This sub-classification includes shoes, boots, and protective coverings such as spats and hosiery.
The PAC contains about 145 objects in this sub-class.
AA Women’s 19th and 20th century knitted stockings
AA Women’s 20th century lace-up boots
AA 20th century children’s boots

D. HEADWEAR

Within the collection are roughly 255 objects, both male and
female styles, including military head pieces.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Women’s 19th and 20th century bonnets
Infants’ 19th and 20th century bonnets
19th and 20th century boudoir caps
Women’s 19th and 20th century straw hats
Men’s 19th and 20th century top hats

Styles that will be accepted are:
●● Occupational and protective headwear (fire helmets,
Firefighter’s Helmet, 1890 – 1907
Excelsior Fire Department,
police or uniform caps, etc.)
Owen Sound
●● Pieces from Grey County vendors or manufacturers
●● Community headwear (band uniform and fraternal
organization headwear)
●● Men’s derby style hats
●● Veils
●● Bridal headwear
●● Traditional First Nations headwear from local Indigenous communities

E. MAIN GARMENTS

This category contains all men’s, women’s and children’s clothing and includes jackets, coats,
blouses, dresses, pants, shirts, military jackets, skirts, vests and waistcoats. In total there are approximately 465 pieces of main garment clothing.
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F. MEN’S CLOTHING

This is a small part of the collection (about 140 pieces) and is lacking in some areas because
men’s 19th and early 20th century every-day and work clothing tended to be worn until it was worn
out, and then repurposed into different textiles such as quilts, so there are fewer pieces available
compared to women’s clothing. The area best represented is formal attire including suits with
shirts, waistcoats and pants.

G. WOMEN’S CLOTHING

This part of the collection is large, and consists of one and two piece dresses, skirts, blouses and
waists. The timeline represented is the mid-1800s and into the late 20th century.
AA
AA
AA
AA

19th century to mid-20th century one piece dresses
19th century to mid-20th century two piece dresses
19th century to mid-20th waists, jackets and blouses
19th century to mid-20th century skirts

H. CHILDREN’S CLOTHING

Female children’s mid-19th to mid-20th century clothing is well represented in all areas, whereas
male children’s clothing is a small portion of the collection. Preference will be given to items, both
male and female, from the 1920s onward.
AA Baby and children’s white cotton dresses and baptismal gowns

I. OUTERWEAR

Within the collection there are approximately 125 items of men’s, women’s
outerwear. The majority (86%) of the objects are women’s wear, consisting
of capes, coats, stoles and shawls, spanning from the 1880s through to the
1950s.
AA 19th century to early 20th century women’s black capes
AA 19th century to mid-20th century shawls and fur stoles
AA Men’s overcoats/greatcoats (1900 – 1945)
Children’s overcoats follow the same division male and female
as adult coats do (majority are female children’s).

Owen Sound G & M Hospital
Nursing Student Cape, c. 1966

J. PROTECTIVE WEAR

This sub-class includes all types of protective wear including all types of aprons, bibs, scrubs,
coveralls and even diving suits. This is a small section of the collection, consisting of 71 pieces, all
of which are women’s aprons and baby’s bibs.
AA Women’s white cotton aprons
Grey Roots will actively seek to collect:
●● Occupational aprons (such as blacksmith aprons)
●● All other protective wear in this sub-class
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Camisole, c. 1910, Likely from the trousseau of
Christina Gibson (née McIntyre) of Priceville,
Grey County

K. UNDERWEAR

This sub-class contains all elements of undergarments. The collection consists of 150 pieces
belonging mainly to women and children. Male undergarments are much unrepresented within the
collection.
AA
AA
AA
AA

Women’s petticoats
Women’s chemises /camisoles
Women’s bloomers/drawers
Women’s slips

Grey Roots will accept:
●●
●●
●●
●●

Brassieres
Women’s body shapers – girdles, corsets, bustles, etc.
Men’s undergarments
Children’s undergarments

FUTURE COLLECTING
Collecting everyday clothing of the 20th century is an urgent challenge since this more recent
clothing exists in declining amounts in the attics and basements of people’s homes. The challenge
lies in convincing potential donors that “old clothing” has merit in a museum’s collection, especially
that which is locally significant (e.g. a Holstein Rodeo cowboy shirt and boots or an Owen Sound
Attack jacket).
With the increase in globalization, most 20th and 21st century clothing has been, and will be, manufactured beyond Canadian borders, although Grey County was once a significant wool and textile-producing economy, and Owen Sound was once the centre of manufacturing of Circle Bar
Knitting Company’s rayon, wool and silk stockings. Grey Roots will actively pursue acquisition
of more examples of these in different materials, as this was an important part of Grey County’s
industrial history.
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Recognizing the traditional and continuing skills of its First People, Grey Roots will actively pursue
acquiring clothing made by local Indigenous communities.
Women’s mid-19th to mid-20th century clothing items offered will be well scrutinized and will only
be accepted if they are in good to excellent condition with strong County provenance. Women’s
clothing representing mid-20th century fashion trends is desired for future collecting.
Grey Roots will actively work to fill areas lacking examples in men’s undergarments and casual
wear, and main garments of local indigenous communities.
Grey Roots will actively seek examples of outerwear (overcoats, rain coats, car coats, ski coats and
great coats) in good or better condition in materials other than fur.

PERSONAL GEAR
This classification is subdivided into the sub-classes below.

A. CLOTHING CARE OBJECTS

Consisting of fewer than 60 objects, most of the objects are repetitive and have been accepted for
future exhibit in Moreston Heritage Village’s general store (long term building plan).
From this subclass, Grey Roots will not accept:
AA Shoe stretchers
AA Coat hangers
AA Clothing brushes
Shoe brushes and other items in this category with Grey County business names on them will be
considered if not already represented.

B. PERSONAL ASSISTIVE OBJECTS

This sub-class includes tools, equipment and supplies created to help people perform day to day
activities, or to keep them safe or comfortable. Currently, there are 261 objects in the collection in
this sub-class. Due to large numbers in the collection, Grey Roots will not accept:
AA
AA
AA
AA

Eyeglasses
Handkerchiefs
Shoe horns
Foot warmers

AA Button hooks
AA Men’s canes/Walking sticks
AA Hand fans

Grey Roots will actively seek crutches made by the Keenan Woodenware Company.

Trench Art buttonhook, 1915-1918 Belonged to Grey County veteran, Jesse Sargeant
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Beaded purse, 1914-1918
Belonged to Stella Priest (née Bowlby),
C.A.M.C.
(Canadian Army Medical Corps)

C. PERSONAL CARRYING AND STORAGE GEAR

This sub-class includes items created to help carry or store personal items. Objects within the
sub-class number 300. Historically female-oriented carrying devices (e.g. purses) vastly outnumber
historically male-oriented ones (e.g. wallets).
Due to multiple examples in good condition Grey Roots will not accept the following:
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Eyeglass cases
Pyjama/Garment bags
Collar boxes
Watch chains
Hat boxes
Purses / Women’s handbags (between 1880 and 1940)

Women’s handbags after 1940 or of a material not yet represented will be considered. Hatboxes
with Grey County millinery business names on them will be considered if not already represented.

4. SMOKING AND RECREATIONAL DRUG EQUIPMENT
This part of the collection numbers 38 objects including smoking pipes, pipe bowls, cigarette
cases and snuff boxes. Objects within the sub-class will be accepted, providing they have good
provenance and are in good condition.

TOILET ARTICLES
This classification consists of items that are used for grooming, personal hygiene, and enhancing
one’s appearance. It is divided into beauty supplies, hair care objects and hygiene objects.

A. BEAUTY SUPPLIES

This is a small section of the collection, numbering about 30 objects. Most of these are cosmetic,
rather than nail care related. To reduce the number of single objects donated related to nail care,
only manicure sets in good condition will be accepted.
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B. HAIR CARE OBJECTS

This small sub-class includes hairstyling equipment as well as shaving and other hair removal
tools. Within the collection, there are roughly 105 objects.
AA
AA
AA
AA

Crimping or curling tongs (1900 – 1950)
Shaving mugs (1850 – 1930)
Straight razors / Safety razors
Strops

All other items within this category will be accepted. Any items within the list above that are from
Grey County businesses will be considered.

C. HYGIENE OBJECTS

Hygiene objects refer to those for bathing, personal sanitation, oral care and birth control. There
are roughly 65 objects within the collection that fall within this sub-class. Though small in number,
there are some objects with many examples.
AA 19th and early 20th century washing sets and individual components of washing sets
AA 19th and early 20th soap dishes
AA Chamber pots

Shaving mug, c. 1907
A Christmas gift to Thomas Penner, from Mr. & Mrs. J. Wilcox of Desboro, Grey County
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4. TOOLS & EQUIPMENT FOR MATERIALS (3,693)
This category is large and is broken down into 18 different classifications, and consists of tools,
equipment and supplies created to transform or modify particular materials, either raw or processed.
Due to the many objects that reflect the County industries, this category makes up a large portion
of the PAC.
TOOLS & EQUIPMENT FOR MATERIALS

RECORDS

Agricultural Tools and Equipment

153

Food Processing and Preparation

586

Food Service Tools and Equipment

1151

Animal Husbandry Tools and Equipment

78

Fibreworking Tools and Equipment

0

Fishing and Trapping Tools and Equipment

30

Forestry Tools and Equipment

34

Glass, Plastics and Clayworking Tools and Equipment

8

Leather, Horn and Shellworking Tools and Equipment

107

Masonry and Stoneworking Tools and Equipment

18

Metalworking Tools and Equipment

360

Mining and Mineral Harvesting Tools and Equipment

21

Multiple Use Tools and Equipment for Materials

188

Painting Tools and Equipment

6

Papermaking Tools and Equipment

0

Textileworking Tools and Equipment

465

Other Tools and Equipment for Materials
Woodworking Tools and Equipment

1
486

This classification encompasses a large range of tools, equipment and supplies used to “manage,
oversee, capture, harvest or collect” both raw and processed materials. In other words, the bulk
of the artefacts of agriculture, industry and manufacturing fall under this umbrella. Just over 28%
of the artefact collection falls into this category, of which only a very small number are known to
be associated with Grey County by maker or by personal association. Further research needs
to be done to identify those made by local manufacturers using sources like Vernon’s Directories
and other local directories. These listings require further study, refinement and verification using
census data, individual company histories, and other information resources.
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Stone Picker, c. 1910, likely built by John Craig, possibly in Keppel Township

AGRICULTURAL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification is broken down into five sub-classifications which includes equipment for
cultivation, feed processing, harvesting, planting, and tending of crops.

A. CULTIVATION EQUIPMENT

This sub-class includes all tools and equipment created to prepare land for planting or sowing.
Cultivation objects number around 45 items within the collection. Currently, the items within this
collection are stored between three locations at Grey Roots (Moreston Barn, workshop mezzanine
and Large Equipment and Vehicle Storage and Display Building). Due to storage restraints, every
potential acquisition within this sub-class should be carefully researched and considered before
acceptance.
AA 19th and early 20th century cultivators
AA 19th and early 20th ploughs
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B. FEED PROCESSING EQUIPMENT

This sub-class includes objects used for treating or preparing food for animals. The list of objects
that fall into this sub-class is small and there are fewer than 10 objects within the collection that
represent it. In future, items within this sub-class will be accepted, providing they have Grey County
provenance, are in good or better condition, and fit within storage constraints.
Due to multiples within the collection, Grey Roots will only accept the following if they were manufactured within Grey County:
AA 19th and early 20th century feed choppers (both box style and flywheel style)

C. HARVESTING EQUIPMENT

This sub-class includes all tools and equipment created for gathering or handling crops and other
agricultural products. Within the collection, there are just over 80 objects that fall into this group.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Sugar beet harvesters
Hayforks		
Hay bale hooks		
Reaping hooks		
Hay-lifting forks		

AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Hay knives
Fanning mills
Rakes
Scythes / Cradle scythes
Thresher-Separators

D. PLANTING EQUIPMENT

This sub-class contains tools and equipment for sowing plants
or seeds for crops. The collection has 11 objects that fall into
this area.
As this sub-class only contains one item manufactured in Grey
County, Grey Roots will actively seek more planting equipment
with Grey County origin (e.g. A. McGill & Son, Chatsworth).

E. TENDING EQUIPMENT

This sub-class pertains to objects created for managing and
caring for crops. Within the collection there are fewer than
ten objects in the sub-class. Tending equipment objects not
accepted are those that cannot be stored safely at the time of
offer due to storage constraints.
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FOOD PROCESSING AND
PREPARATION TOOLS AND
EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all objects created for
processing, storing and preparing food or beverages for
human consumption. It is broken down into five sub-classifications.

Tart pan, 1930-1970, used by
Owen Sound’s Myrtle Kennedy

A. COOKING VESSELS

This sub-class includes all items that serve as containers
during heating and cooking food. Within the collection, there are 54 objects that fall into this
sub-class.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Large iron cooking kettles
Frying pans
Muffin pans
Pie pans
Teakettles
Rectangular bake pans

B. FOOD PREPARATION ACCESSORIES

This sub-class contains objects created for handling,
maintenance or storage of kitchenware such as trivets, hot
pads and sugar augers. Within the collection there are 11
items that fall into this area.

C. FOOD PREPARATION EQUIPMENT

Cake mould, 1887-1957

This sub-class contains objects created for manipulating
or measuring food or beverages and includes cooking
equipment such as cook stoves. Within the collection there
are 275 objects that fall into this sub-class.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Food choppers
Colanders
Corkscrews
Coffee mills
Bottle openers
Fruit peelers
Can openers
Butter presses or moulds

Grey Roots Museum & Archives
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AA
AA
AA
AA

Measuring glasses
Mixing spoons
Pastry moulds
Pudding moulds
Potato mashers
Toasters
Vegetable slicers
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Ice cream carton, 1967, Orchard Dairy, Thornbury, Grey County

D. FOOD PROCESSING EQUIPMENT

This sub-class consists of objects created to manufacture food products from animals, animal
products and plant material and includes tools used in milling, butchering, cheese-making and
rendering. Within the PAC there are 204 objects that fall within this area.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Butter-working bowls
Butter churns
Butter scoops / paddles
Bottle caps
Burh mills / millstones
Cream separators
Milk cans
Preserving jars

E. FOOD STORAGE EQUIPMENT

This is defined as objects created specifically to keep food or beverages stored, and includes
furniture such as cabinets, appliances, containers, and container accessories. Within the PAC
there are roughly 50 objects that fall into this group.
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PaParfait spoon, c. 1910

FOOD SERVICE TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
Food Service T&E includes tools, equipment or supplies created for the presentation, serving or
consumption of food and beverages by people. It is broken down into seven sub-classifications.

A. DRINKING VESSELS

Drinking vessels includes containers from which people drink directly. Within the PAC there are
roughly 175 items that fall within this sub-class that are not part of a set.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Single teacups with saucers
Cups
Mustache cups
Mugs
Goblets
Tumblers

B. EATING AND DRINKING UTENSILS

Artefacts within this sub-class consist of implements created for the direct consumption of food or
beverage. Within the collection, there are roughly 160 objects that fall within this sub-class.
AA Dinner forks
AA Dinner knives
AA Teaspoons
Objects offered for donation within this sub-class should have their specific function known (e.g.
Lobster fork, fruit knife) in order to be accepted.

C. EATING VESSELS

Eating vessels are defined as objects from which food is directly consumed. Within the PAC there
are roughly 230 items that fall into this sub-class that are not part of a set.
AA
AA
AA
AA

Single plates (dinner, butter, etc.)
Single bowls (cereal, soup, etc.)
Single saucers
Eggcups
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Napkin ring, late 19th century, Used by Owen Sound’s McLean family

D. FOOD SERVICE ACCESSORIES

These are items that were created to facilitate the use of food service vessels, utensils or related
items. Within the collection there are about 115 objects in this group.
AA Napkins
AA Napkin rings
AA Tablecloths

E. FOOD SERVICE SETS

Food service sets are groupings of matching items created for the presentation, serving or
consumption for food and beverages. There are roughly 74 sets in the collection (including cup and
saucer sets).
AA Cup and saucer sets
AA Flatware sets
AA Salt and pepper sets
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Grey County Women’s Institute Candy Dish,
20th century

F. SERVING UTENSILS

This sub-class is made up of implements created for serving food or beverages. Within the
collection there are approximately 70 objects that fall into this area. Many items in this grouping
are mass-produced. In the future, Grey Roots will accept items from this sub-class if their specific
use is known (e.g. mustard spoon, mayonnaise spoon).
AA
AA
AA
AA

Butter knives
Carving forks
Serving spoons
Tablespoons

7. SERVING VESSELS

Serving vessels are items from which food or beverages are served. There are roughly 335 objects
within the PAC that fall into this sub-class.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Butter dishes
Cruets
Fruit bowls
Serving bowls
Salt bowls
Teapots
Serving trays		
Cake plates
Serving plates
Food domes
Generic pitchers
Cream pitchers
Platters
Tureens
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Horse muzzle, early 20th century?

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes tools, equipment and supplies created for the care, breeding and study
of animals. It is broken down into five sub-classifications.

A. ANIMAL CARE EQUIPMENT

This sub-class contains objects for the routine maintenance of animals such as feeding, grooming,
training, identifying and controlling them. Within the collection there are 42 objects in this area.
AA Metal cow bells

B. BREEDING EQUIPMENT

This sub-class contains objects created to promote the propagation of animals. Within the collection
there are only two artefacts in this sub-class.

C. FARRIER EQUIPMENT

This sub-class is made up of items used by a blacksmith for shoeing horses and other animals,
such as oxen. Within this sub-class are 25 objects.
Due to multiple examples within the PAC, Grey Roots will not accept horseshoes unless they were
made by Grey County blacksmiths.
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D. PET SUPPLIES

This sub-class includes items used to care and maintain household pets. There are two objects
that fit within this group in the PAC.
Objects within this sub-class will be accepted providing they have good provenance, and are in
excellent condition, until a good sample collection is created.

E. VETERINARY EQUIPMENT

This sub-class contains tools and equipment created for the medical examination, diagnosis and
treatment of animals. Four objects within the collection fall into this sub-class.
As a rural community museum, Grey Roots will actively seek examples from the above five subclasses, recognizing that a significant population of the County is actively engaged in the breeding,
care and study of farm animals (cattle, sheep, llamas, pigs and poultry) for meat and fibre and
livestock sales.

FIBRE WORKING TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
The fibre working T&E classification consists of tools and equipment used to fabricate objects out
of minimally processed fibrous plant or animal material. It includes tools for basket making, broom
making, brush making, thatching and wig making. There are no objects in the PAC in this classification.

FISHING AND TRAPPING TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification contains objects created for capturing aquatic
and terrestrial animals by means other than weaponry, and
includes fishing equipment and trapping equipment sub-classifications.

A. FISHING EQUIPMENT

This sub-class includes objects made for capturing aquatic life
without the use of weaponry, and includes commercial and recreational objects. Within the PAC there are 21 objects that fall
into this area.

Fishing Kreel, 1850s?

AA Fishing line (1870 – 1950)

B. TRAPPING EQUIPMENT

This sub-class includes objects made for capturing terrestrial animals without the use of weaponry
for commercial or necessity purposes. Within the collection, there are nine objects that fall into the
sub-class.
AA Muskrat / Victor metal leg traps (1886-1925)
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Log Dog, 19th century

FORESTRY TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification consists of tools and equipment created for cutting, handling and processing
timber, or for harvesting non-food forest crops. Forestry is included as one of the County’s industrial
areas of distinction. Within the Collection, there are 35 objects that fall within this classification.
AA Buck saws
AA Log rules

GLASS, PLASTICS AND CLAY WORKING TOOLS AND
EQUIPMENT
This classification consists of tools and equipment created for fabricating objects from glass, clay,
rubber, synthetic resins, plastics and waxes. As there were no bottle/tableware glass factories, clay
factories or synthetic/plastic manufacturers in historic Grey County, this collection consists of only
eight objects, all of which are 19th century candle molds.
Due to multiple examples, no other 19th century candle molds will be accepted.

LEATHER, HORN AND SHELLWORKING TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes tools and equipment that were created for processing materials of
animal origin including leather, shell, horn, ivory, quills and feathers. There are around 105 objects
within the collection that fall into this classification.
AA
AA
AA
AA
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Leather awls
Edge bevellers
Shoe lasts
Pricking wheels
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Casting pattern from
Black-Clawson-Kennedy,
Owen Sound, c. 1962

MASONRY AND STONEWORKING TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes items created for working with natural stone or with aggregate materials.
Within the collection there are 13 objects in this classification with eight of these objects having
strong provenance to Grey County.
Given Owen Sound’s historic extraction of marl (a resource to make cement) and its current quarry
and natural stone industry, in the future, this classification should be actively grown in order to
better represent this centre of industrial excellence.

METALWORKING TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes tools and equipment for casting, forging, machining or fabricating metals
or metal products. This collection of items is disproportionately large for two reasons. First, Owen
Sound’s Black-Clawson-Kennedy Foundry which made ship propellers in the mid-20th century, and
second, Grey Roots’ relationship with the Rice family and the related George Rice Blacksmith Shop
in Moreston Heritage Village, which of great attraction has been donated many related items by the
Rice family, Grey County residents and visitors.
There are 353 objects within the PAC that fall into this classification.
AA Grindstones
AA Hot metal ladles
AA Metalworking pincers

AA Soldering irons
AA Casting patterns

MINING AND MINERAL HARVESTING TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all objects created for extracting materials in solid, liquid or gaseous
state from the natural environment. It includes items used in mining, quarrying, in well digging, for
prospecting, and ice and salt harvesting. Within the collection, there are 20 artefacts that fall into
this area, of which, more than half are block ice tongs.
AA Ice tongs
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Barrel stencil from Leith Mills,
1892-1920

MULTIPLE USE TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT FOR MATERIALS
This classification includes tools and equipment that can have more than one use and falls into one
or more classifications, or has been given a generic name as its specific use is unknown.
A significant number of “multiple use” artefacts (such as scissors or screwdrivers) are versatile and
valuable objects that are a significant part of material culture. Since no local manufacturers made
either of these tools, they would not be deemed important to collection, unless there are good
reasons to do so in the context of programs or exhibition.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

19th and early 20th century drills
Twist bits
Chisels
Saws
Screwdrivers
Syringes
Toolboxes

Items listed above will be considered if they were created with the County, or can be designated to
a specific classification and are in good or better condition.

PAINTING TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes tools and supplies created for working with materials that mask surfaces
such as paint, wallpaper and gold leaf. Within this classification, there are six artefacts.

PAPERMAKING TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all tools and equipment created for the manufacture of paper products.
There are no objects within the collection that fall into this classification. In the future, objects will
be collected, but only if papermaking was/is happening on an industrial scale within the County, and
then only from those businesses.
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Pincushion, undated

TEXTILE WORKING TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all tools, equipment and supplies created for the preparation of materials
from fibres, the preparation of woven fabrics, and the manufacture of objects from cloth. It is
broken down into two sub-categories.

A. NEEDLE WORKING EQUIPMENT

This sub-category includes objects created for the processes and techniques done with a needle
and thread. It includes items used in gathering, hooking, pleating, and tools used by dressmakers,
tailors, hatters and sail makers. Within the PAC, there are 268 objects that fall into this area.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Hat blocks
Buttons
Clothes patterns
Needlework or lace patterns
Lace samples/trim/decoration
Needlework boxes

AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Pincushions
Pin trays
Sewing machines
Spools of thread
Thimbles

Many of the items within this sub-classification are mass produced. As such, only items not already
represented within the collection will be accepted, providing they have good provenance and are
in good condition.

B. TEXTILE MANUFACTURING EQUIPMENT

This sub-category consists of items created to assist in the processing of natural fibres into thread
or yarn and those used to turn thread or yarn into finished textiles. Processes include spinning,
weaving, knitting, rug hooking and crocheting. There are 203 objects in this sub-category, 48 of
which are spinning wheels; the majority of which are from the collection and donation of the Estate
of Dorothy Kirk.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Bobbins
Crochet hooks
Distaffs
Knitting needles or cases
Hatchels
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Rug hooks
Shuttles (including netting shuttles)
Spindles
Spinning wheels
Swifts
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Howell plane (Cooper’s croze plane), 1860 – 1930

WOODWORKING TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification contains all tools and equipment created for the fabrication of objects from wood.
Within the collection, there are 470 objects that fall into this classification.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Adzes
Augers
Axes
Braces and bits
Crozes
Drawknives
Marking gauges
Gouges
Hammers

AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Hatchets
Hoop drivers
Mallets
Planes (general, Howell, molding, rabbet, smoothing)
Spokeshaves
Squares (general and try)
Woodworking patterns
Woodworking reamers

Items on the above list may be accepted provided they are given a specific use at the time of
donation that is not yet represented and have good provenance and are in good to excellent
condition.

OTHER TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT FOR MATERIALS
This classification includes items that do not meet the definitions of other classifications and cannot
be used for more than one purpose. Within the collection, there is one artefact that falls within this
classification. Items will be collected in the future providing they have good provenance and are
in good condition.

FUTURE COLLECTING
The demonstration of a local agricultural manufacturing industry in Grey County in the museum
collection is of special collecting interest for the living history programs at Grey Roots. McGill &
Sons Foundry of Chatsworth was one principle of local firms making agricultural machinery and
bells. Others, all now defunct, included Binkle Bros. of Neustadt, J. R. Mitchell of Meaford, and
R. P. Legate & Co. of Ceylon. This once-vibrant sector of the local manufacturing and agricultural
economies in the living history and early 20th centuries is a focus of interpretation and programs
in the Moreston Heritage Village, and may be a feature of orientation programs and exhibits in the
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proposed Grey County Gallery long-term exhibit redesign. As such, the continued collecting of
locally-made agricultural equipment will be an important interest.
In recognizing this, and other manufacturing sectors of the local economy, as well as the community’s
identification as a past manufacturing centre, focus should be placed on acquiring products manufactured in Grey County through the 19th to the 21st centuries.
The products and stories of companies such as William Kennedy & Sons Ltd./Black Clawson-Kennedy (sash and door units, equipment for fishing, passenger, freight and pleasure boats, mills
gearings and machinery, and waterwheel hydraulic turbines, steel castings and solid, sectional
marine propellers), the Owen Sound Ironworks Company (engines, boilers, mill machinery, pulleys,
structural steel, smokestacks and tank works, boiler tube welding, marine repairs, heavy iron,
semi-steel and brass castings), the Polson Ironworks (shipbuilding), the Portland Cement Company
(cement), The Seaman, Kent Company Limited/Stanley Knight Limited (hardwood flooring), Andrew
McGill and Sons Ltd. (farm implements and machinery, mirror frames, cast bells), and the Harrison
Bros./Northern Textile Mill (grist milling, sawmilling and woolen textiles/blankets) should be actively
researched and sought.
The tools and equipment that were used to make those products pose a problem to Grey Roots, as
many of them are large, heavy and pose conservation and health and safety concerns, in addition
to the considerable space they occupy. Acquisition of manufacturing tools and equipment should
be examined on a case-by-case basis.
With regard to multiple use artefacts, Grey Roots may continue to collect them if they satisfy
collecting criteria, however, it will not collect component parts of objects, except in the rare instances
where those parts are needed to understand or interpret a bigger picture.
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5. TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT FOR SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY (1,243)
This category is made up of tools, equipment and supplies used for the observation of natural
phenomena or to apply knowledge gained from such observations. It is broken down into twenty
classifications.

TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Acoustical Tools and Equipment
Armaments

RECORDS
3
220

Astronomical Tools and Equipment

0

Biological Tools and Equipment

4

Chemical Tools and Equipment

10

Construction Tools and Equipment

23

Electrical & Magnetic Tools and Equipment

27

Energy Production Tools and Equipment

48

Geological Tools and Equipment

126

Maintenance Tools and Equipment

158

Mechanical Tools and Equipment

126

Medical & Psychological Tools and Equipment

182

Merchandising Tools and Equipment

113

Meteorological Tools and Equipment

5

Nuclear Physics Tools and Equipment

0

Optical Tools and Equipment

11

Regulative and Protective Tools and Equipment

67

Surveying and Navigational Tools and Equipment

20

Thermal Tools and Equipment

13

Timekeeping Tools and Equipment

68

Weights and Measures Tools and Equipment

87

ACOUSTICAL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes items created for the study of sound and its effect on hearing. Within
the collection there are three objects that fall into this classification. Items from Acoustical Tools
and Equipment will be collected provided they have good provenance and are in good or better
condition.
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ARMAMENTS
Armaments include tools and equipment created to be used for hunting, target shooting, warfare or
self-protection. It is broken down into seven sub-classifications. The majority of the items that fall
within this classification relate to Grey Roots’ Military Collection. There is legislation – federal and
provincial – that must be followed and taken into consideration when collecting within this classification, including the need for the museum to maintain a valid Business Firearms license and for
all staff that access, handle or transport these items to have a valid Acquisition and Possession
license, both of which must be renewed at three to five-year intervals.

A. AMMUNITION

Ammunition refers to objects created for use in conjunction with a specific weapon, such as bullets,
or to be used on its own, such as mines and hand grenades. The PAC houses around 50 objects
that fall into this sub-class. It is recommended that no other objects be taken into the collection
that fall into this area. Often, donors do not store or contain them in a stable condition or have
them deactivated. Exhibiting or storing active ammunition is inadvisable due to the potential of the
danger to the public and staff. Verifying that ammunition has been deactivated requires arranging
for off-site testing through either CFB Borden’s EOD Response Team (military ammunition) or
the Ontario Provincial Police (civilian or police ammunition). Ammunition manufacturing was not
undertaken within Grey County, and therefore does not fall into any of the areas of excellence.

B. ARMAMENT ACCESSORIES

This sub-class contains weapon components and objects used for weapon care and storage. Within
the collection there are nearly 80 objects, including ammunition belts, holsters and shot flasks.
AA Bullet molds
AA Holsters
AA Powder / shot flasks

C. ARTILLERY

Artillery is heavy weaponry that employs combustion of explosion to fire a projectile. There are no
objects within the collection that fall into this sub-class. In the future, items will not be collected
within this sub-class as they were not manufactured within the County, or used in training within the
County and cannot be stored safely.

D. BODY ARMOUR

There are two items within the PAC that fall within this sub-class – the remains of a First Nations
gorget (neck protector) and German body armour from the First World War. Items that would be
collected from this sub-class are those that would have been or are used by law enforcement
agencies within the County, such as bullet-proof vests.
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E. EDGED WEAPONS

This sub-class includes all weapons that pierce or cut and tools that launch edged weapons, such
as bows, including First Nations/archaeological projectile points. Within the collection, there are
just over 50 items that fall into this sub-class.
AA Fish spears
AA Swords and scabbards

F. FIREARMS

Firearms contains projectile firing weapons that can be used by a single person and, in most cases,
use an explosive propellant. Within the PAC, there are 27 firearms – many of them used in military
conflicts, rather than for sport shooting. Due to lack of relevance to Grey Roots’ mandate, Grey
Roots will not collect:
AA Machine guns
AA Personal handguns
Grey Roots will collect:
●● Firearms used by law enforcement within the County
●● Firearms used in conflicts in which citizens of Grey County were involved that are not yet 		
represented or not well-represented
●● Firearms used by champion County sport shooters

G. PERCUSSIVE WEAPONS

Percussive weapons are those that are designed to batter or crush by weight or momentum. Within
the PAC, there are 10 items that fall into this category, such as clubs, nightsticks and shillelaghs.
Items that would be accepted are those used by First Nations and settlers, County law enforcement
or for military use.
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Dissecting needles that belonged to Dr. Leroy (Roy) Sutherland, an Owen Sound doctor.

ASTRONOMICAL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes tools and equipment created to observe, measure and document
objects and events outside Earth’s atmosphere. There are no items within the collection that fit into
this classification.

BIOLOGICAL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all items used to observe, measure or document physiological or
anatomical aspects of an organism other than diagnosis and treatment. Within the collection there
are four items in this category.

CHEMICAL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
The classification includes objects created for the study or manufacture of substances based on
their molecular makeup. It is subdivided into two classes – Chemical Testing Devices and Labware.
Within the whole of the classification there are nine objects in the collection.

CONSTRUCTION TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification consists of tools, equipment and supplies created for moving earth or building
structures. There are 24 objects in the collection within this classification.
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ELECTRICAL AND MAGNETIC TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification consists of objects created to control, distribute, modify, observe, measure or
document electricity and magnetism. It is broken down into three sub-classifications and most of
the artefacts in the first two sub-classes are related to automotive power because of the Bluewater
Garage in Moreston Heritage Village or the Hydro Electric Power Commission at Eugenia Falls
(now Ontario Hydro).

A. ELECTRICAL AND MAGNETIC MEASURING DEVICES

This sub-class contains the devices created to observe, measure, or document electrical or
magnetic activity. Within the collection there are eight objects that fit within this sub-class.

B. ELECTRICAL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR EQUIPMENT

There are fewer than 10 tools within this sub-class.

C. ELECTRICAL SYSTEM COMPONENTS

These are objects originally created to serve as part of an electrical delivery system. Within the
PAC there are 12 objects that fall into this area. This sub-class is small and it will be easy to repeat
items (such as insulators). It would be beneficial to have an example from each time period,
providing the location of use in known, the location of use falls within the County and they are in
good condition.

ENERGY PRODUCTION TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all objects created to generate, convert or distribute energy or power. It
is subdivided into three sub-classes.

A. POWER PRODUCING EQUIPMENT

Within the collection there are 32 objects that generate energy or power and range from horsepower
sweeps to automotive carburetors to gasoline and steam engines. Because of the size and weight
of many of these items, future collecting should carefully focus on objects manufactured within the
County or were used by County businesses/industries and are in good or excellent condition.
AA Gasoline engines

B. POWER TRANSMISSION COMPONENTS

Within the PAC there are 21 objects that assist or regulate the transmission of power within power
producing equipment. Most of the items in this sub-class are related to Moreston’s Bluewater
Garage. This sub-class is small and it will be easy to repeat items.
Future collecting should include items providing the function within the larger mechanism is known,
has good provenance and is in good condition.
AA Automotive valves
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C. OTHER ENERGY PRODUCTION TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT

This sub-class in particular, deals with solar power which is not produced on an industrial scale
within the County, but is becoming more common on farms. Collecting should reflect this trend,
providing the items are in good condition and have good provenance.

GEOLOGICAL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification contains all items pertaining to observing, measuring and documenting geological
phenomena. Currently, there are no objects in the collection that reflect this classification.

MAINTENANCE TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all items created for laundering, cleaning and grounds-keeping activities
around the home or in a public building. It is broken down into four sub-classes.

A. DISHWASHING EQUIPMENT

There are nine objects within the collection that fall into this small sub-class. In the future, items
from this class will be accepted providing they have good provenance and are in good condition.

B. GROUNDS-KEEPING EQUIPMENT

This sub-class contains all tools and equipment that pertain to the maintenance of lawns, gardens,
sidewalks, athletic fields and golf courses. Within the PAC, there are 15 objects that fall into this
sub-class.

C. HOUSEKEEPING EQUIPMENT

All tools and supplies created for the cleaning or
tidying of furnishings, buildings or building spaces
are included in this classification.
Within the
collection, there are 45 objects that fall into this area.
Items within this sub-class will be collected,
providing they are not already represented within
the collection, have good provenance and are in
good condition.

Scrub brush, 1900-1944
Made for the John McQuaker & Co. grocery
store of Owen Sound

D. LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT

This sub-class contains all the equipment and supplies created to launder clothing and linens.
Within the collection there are nearly 100 objects that fall into this sub-class.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Laundry agitators
Ironing Boards
Irons (flat, sad, charcoal, fluting)
Sock stretchers
Washing machines
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MECHANICAL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all tools, equipment and supplies created for the study, measurement
or use of the static or dynamic properties of solids, liquids or gases. It is broken down into two
sub-classes.

A. MECHANICAL DEVICES

This sub-class includes all objects created for the use of static or dynamic properties of solids,
liquid or gases, including general purpose mechanical devices. Within the collection, there are
roughly 117 objects that fall into this group.
AA Iron hooks
AA Pulleys (crown and marine)
AA Winding sheaves

AA Oil cans
AA Vices
AA Wedges

B. MECHANICAL MEASUREMENT EQUIPMENT

There are eight objects within the collection that fall into this sub-class. Items will be accepted in the
future, providing they were used within County industries or businesses and are in good condition.

MEDICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all objects created for the examination, testing, diagnosis or treatment
of humans. It breaks down into four sub-categories.

A. DENTAL ACCESSORIES

Within the collection, there is one object that is considered to have been created to facilitate dental
examination and work.
Items within this sub-class will be collected, providing they are not already represented within the
collection, have good provenance and are in good condition.

B. DENTAL INSTRUMENTS

Dental instruments pertain to tools and equipment originally created for the examination, testing,
diagnosis and treatment of the human mouth or teeth. Within the collection there are 10 objects
within this sub-class.
Tooth extractor, 19th century. Used by Dr. William Lang of
Sydenham Township, Grey County, Canada West and then by
Dr. Christopher Lang
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C. MEDICAL ACCESSORIES

These are objects that facilitate medical examination, testing, diagnosis or treatment, but do not
play a direct role in those activities. Within the collection there are 72 objects that fall into this subclass.
Unless marked with a Grey County business or doctor’s name:
AA Medicine bottles

D. MEDICAL INSTRUMENTS

Medical instruments are those items that were created to directly examine, test, diagnose or treat
people. Within the collection there are 81 objects that fall into this sub-category.
AA Catch forceps

MERCHANDISING TOOLS AND
EQUIPMENT
This classification includes tools, equipment and supplies
created to facilitate or enable the exchange of money, goods,
or services. It includes items that are used to present products,
such as packaging, and store counters. There are 111 objects
within this classification in the collection.
Unless marked with a Grey County business or doctor’s name:
AA Apothecary bottles

METEOROLOGICAL TOOLS AND
EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all tools and equipment used to
observe, measure, or document atmospheric phenomena.
Within the collection there are five objects that fall into this area,
all of which are barometers.

Eddy Match Dispenser, 1900-1916,
Used at Holland Centre’s
Queen’s Hotel, Holland Township,
Grey County.

AA 19th century barometers

NUCLEAR PHYSICS TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all objects created to study atomic structure, elementary particles and
the physical properties of the universe. There are no items within this classification.

OPTICAL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all items created to observe, measure or record light. Within the
collection there are 11 objects within this classification.
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Fire Extinguisher, Early 20th century?
Used by the Inter-township Fire Department of Grey County

REGULATIVE AND PROTECTIVE TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes objects created for controlling the behaviour of people or for providing
security or protection for property. It is divided into two sub-classes.

A. PROTECTIVE DEVICES

These are devices created to provide security to people or property.
Within the collection there are 57 objects that fall within this sub-class.
AA Firehose nozzles
AA Keys
AA Padlocks

B. REGULATIVE DEVICES

This sub-class contains objects created to control the behaviour of people and includes objects
used for restraint, prosecution and punishment. Within the collection, there are 18 items in this
sub-class.
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Survey Marker, 20th century Belonged to John “Jack”
MacDonald Blyth, a surveyor from Grey County

SURVEYING AND NAVIGATIONAL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
A. NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT

There are seven objects within the collection that were created to determine the position or course
of an observer to a known reference point, such as compasses, depth gauges and sextants.

B. SURVEYING EQUIPMENT

Surveying equipment includes objects created to indicate the form of extant of a region’s land
surface. Within the collection there are 13 objects in this sub-class, including surveyor’s levels,
stakes and compasses. Objects will be accepted providing they have good provenance, and are
in good condition.

THERMAL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification contains objects created to observe, measure or document heat and its effects.
Within the collection, there are 13 objects that fall into this classification.
AA Thermometers
Exceptions will be made for items listed above that bear the names of Grey County towns or
businesses (souvenirs or advertising promotions), used within County businesses or were manufactured within the County, providing they are in good condition.
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Shelf Clock, after 1902

TIMEKEEPING TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes instruments used for recording or measuring time. Within the collection
there are 68 objects that fall into this classification.
AA
AA
AA
AA

1880 – 1930 mantel clocks
1860 – 1930 tall case clocks
Pocket watches (men’s)
19th century wall clocks

Pocket watches will only be collected providing they have specific markings such as engravings
and have County level provenance. Clock styles from the above list will be accepted if they have
County level provenance, were manufactured by a resident or business within the County and are
in good condition.

WEIGHTS AND MEASUREMENT
This classification includes objects created to observe, record, or measure mass or physical
dimensions. Within the collection there are 98 objects.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Balance scales
Scale weights
Rulers
Spring scales
Yardsticks

FUTURE COLLECTING
It is recommended that objects from the Armaments and the Regulative and Protective Tools and
Equipment sub-classes be actively pursued in the future to grow this collection with Grey County
associated artefacts by liaising with the Owen Sound and other County police forces and firefighting associations/departments to acquire objects.
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Further research will provide substance to the exhibition and interpretation of collecting science and
technology sector artefacts in collaboration with the people who make them come alive. Although
the products of the high-tech sector must be collected, displayed and celebrated, it is what they
allow us to do as a community that is likewise important in telling the story of the community’s
achievement in the areas of communication, science and technology. As Georgian College’s Owen
Sound campus’ Marine and Power Engineering and Nursing programs expand with increased
funding from Grey County and other levels of government funding, a new generation of students
is taught. These students take over and continue the marine learning tradition born from the
city’s deep harbour and the General & Marine School of Nursing established in 1901. Communicating this in a museum setting will demand an interplay of not just objects, but also many other
visual and sound media. Especially important for this aspect of material culture is the information
(documentary), hands-on technical simulations and images that describe what is being taught and
created.

6. TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT FOR COMMUNICATION
This category includes all objects used to enable communication, both literal and abstract. It is
broken down into nine classifications.
TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT FOR COMMUNICATION

RECORDS

Data Processing Tools and Equipment

5

Drafting Tools and Equipment

17

Musical Tools and Equipment

97

Photographic Tools and Equipment

42

Printing Tools and Equipment

111

Sound Communication Tools and Equipment

117

Telecommunication Tools and Equipment

19

Visual Communication Tools and Equipment

42

Written Communication Tools and Equipment

227

DATA PROCESSING TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification concerns objects created for processing information by manual, mechanical or
electrical means. It is broken down into four further sub-classes.

A. DATA PROCESSING ACCESSORIES

This sub-class contains all objects that facilitate the processing of information, but are not part of
the process themselves (i.e. software). There are no objects in the PAC that fall into this area.

B. DATA PROCESSING DEVICES

Within the collection there are five objects that were created for processing information (i.e.
calculators and adding machines).
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C. DATA PROCESSING MEDIA

This small sub-class contains storage devices for data. Currently, there are no objects within this
sub-class. Because these objects are mass-produced, items from this area will be accepted if
there were manufactured within the County and are in good and stable condition.

D. PERIPHERALS

Peripherals are objects such as printers, joysticks and modems. There are no objects within the
collection that fall into this sub-class.

DRAFTING TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes objects created to be used in the creation of precision drawings. Within
the collection there are 17 items within the classification.
AA Drafting compasses

MUSICAL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
Musical T&E includes items created to produce musical sounds or to be audibly incorporated into
musical performances. It is further sub-divided into two subclasses – accessories and instruments.

A. MUSICAL ACCESSORIES

Within the PAC there are around 55 objects classified as musical accessories – items that facilitate
the production of sound, but do not make sound themselves.
AA Music box discs
AA 19th century piano or organ stools/benches
AA Violin bows

B. MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

There are 43 musical instruments within the collection.
Due to multiple examples and storage constraints, Grey
Roots will not accept:
AA Organs
AA Pianos
AA Violins
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Folding Camera, 1924-1928
Belonged to Victor Nelson Miller, a photographer for the
Owen Sound Police Dept.

PHOTOGRAPHIC TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes objects created to capture a visual image by optical, chemical or digital
equipment. It is sub-divided into four sub-classes.

A. CAMERA EQUIPMENT

This sub-class includes cameras and their attachments. Within the collection, there are 30 objects
that fall into this sub-class.
AA
AA
AA
AA

Box cameras
Folding cameras
Kodak Brownies
Film holders

All other items within this sub-class will be collected, providing they have good provenance, and
are in good condition.

B. PHOTOGRAPHIC ACCESSORIES

This sub-class contains objects that facilitate the production of photographic images, but are not
directly responsible for the process. Within the collection, there are four objects that fall into this
area.

C. PHOTOGRAPHIC MEDIA

This small sub-class consists of the paper, film and tape used to capture and present images.
There are fewer than 10 objects within the collection that fall into this sub-class.

D. PHOTO PROCESSING EQUIPMENT

This sub-class includes objects used to transform an image on film into a positive of a negative
image. Within the collection, there are six objects that fall into this sub-class.
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Printing Block with Grey & Simcoe Foresters crest,
1936-1952

PRINTING TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all objects created for reproducing written, photographic or artistic
material. It is sub-divided further into five sub-classes.

A. BOOKBINDING EQUIPMENT

Within the collection there are no objects that reflect this sub-class.

B. GRAPHIC EQUIPMENT

This sub-class includes supplies used in conjunction with replication equipment to create quantities
of printed/graphic material. Within the collection are approximately 65 items that fall into this area.
Unless they portray Grey County citizens, government, businesses or service clubs (not already
represented) Grey Roots will not accept:
AA Printing blocks

C. PRINTING ACCESSORIES

These objects facilitate printing, but do not themselves generate the prints (such as ink stones and
printing stencils). Within the collection, there are fewer than five objects within this sub-class.

D. REPLICATION EQUIPMENT

This sub-class includes all objects that replicate written or graphic materials through the application
of ink or other pigments to the surface of paper or other media. Within the collection there are
eight objects classified as replication equipment – seven of which are different types of presses.
In the future, because of the large size and storage space constraints of most of this equipment,
each potential donation will be carefully researched and analyzed before its acceptance into the
collection.
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E. TYPESETTING EQUIPMENT

This sub-class is composed of items used in the process of setting material in type or into a form
to be used in printing and in the process of producing graphic matter. There are 35 items in the
collection within this sub-class.
Unless they have been used in Grey County businesses (not already represented) Grey Roots will
not accept:
AA Composing sticks

SOUND COMMUNICATION TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification contains tools, equipment, and supplies other than musical instruments created
to generate, amplify, reproduce or store music, spoken words, or other sounds useful for human
communication. It is broken down into three sub-classes.

A. SOUND COMMUNICATION ACCESSORIES

This sub-class includes supplies that facilitate, but do not perform the
generation, amplification, reproduction or storage of sounds. There are
no objects in this sub-class within the collection.

B. SOUND COMMUNICATION DEVICES

This sub-class contains all the equipment that takes an active role in the
generation, amplification, reproduction or storage of sounds. Within the
collection, there are 32 objects representing this sub-class.
AA Speakers (1900 – 1950)

C. SOUND COMMUNICATION MEDIA

Rattle, pre-1865
Belonged to the Catharine Sutton family

This sub-class contains objects created for the storage of sounds reproduced by a device. Within
the collection, there are around 87 objects in this area.
AA Phonograph cylinders
AA Phonograph records

TELECOMMUNICATION TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all objects created to facilitate communication at a distance by electrical
or electronic means. It is divided into three sub-classes.

A. TELECOMMUNICATION ACCESSORIES

Items in this sub-class facilitate communication but do not play an active role. The collection
contains two items classified as telecommunication accessories. Objects will be collected in the
future in this sub-class as they pertain to County telecommunication providers, and are in good
condition.
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Canadian Pacific Railway station sign for Durham, Grey County, undated

B. TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICES

These are objects which are the main tools in the generation and reception of telecommunication
messages. Within the collection, there are 17 objects within this sub-class.
AA Radios (1920 – 1930)

C. TELECOMMUNICATION MEDIA

These objects function as carriers of telecommunication messages (telephone cables, telegraph
wires, etc.). The collection does not contain any objects in this sub-class. In the future, objects
will be collected in this sub-class as they pertain to County telecommunication providers and are
in good condition.

VISUAL COMMUNICATION TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all items created to facilitate communication by means of symbols,
patterns, colours, text or pictures that are directly observable and intelligible to the recipient. It is
broken down into two sub-classes.

A. VISUAL COMMUNICATION ACCESSORIES

Objects in this sub-class do not play a direct role in visual communication, but do help to facilitate
it (i.e. film reels, projection screen and 3D glasses). The collection contains eight items in this
sub-category, which are all related to the McKay Brothers Store, a commercial business of Owen
Sound.

B. VISUAL COMMUNICATION DEVICES

This sub-class includes all objects created to play a direct role in the generation of display of visual
symbols. The collection contains about 35 objects within this sub-class.
AA Stereoscopes
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Paperclip, 1874-1930, Made for or by The
Knechtel Furniture Co. Ltd. of Hanover,
Grey County

WRITTEN COMMUNICATION
This classification applies to objects that were created to prepare, or maintain written documents
or relate to sending and receiving postal communication. It is broken down into three sub-classes.

C. WRITING ACCESSORIES

These are items that aid written communication, but do not play a direct or essential role in
the creation or transmission of written messages. The collection contains 136 items within this
sub-class.
AA
AA
AA
AA

Bookmarks
Pencil cases
Paper clips
Paperweights

AA Portable desks
AA Inkwells
AA Letter openers

D. WRITING DEVICES

This sub-class includes all items created for the direct creation or transmission of written messages.
Within the collection, there are over 70 items that fall into this area.
AA Marking stamps
AA Metal nib pens

AA Pencils (including mechanical)
AA Seal presses

E. WRITING MEDIA

This sub-class contains objects intended for recording written and printed communication. The
collection contains 27 objects within this sub-class.
AA Slates / Chalkboards
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Farm Wagon, 1865 – 1880 by Brown & Rutherford
Builders, Owen Sound

7. DISTRIBUTION AND TRANSPORTATION
ARTEFACTS (1,071)
This category contains objects created to transport or distribute animate and inanimate things. It is
broken down into five classifications.
DISTRIBUTION AND TRANSPORTATION ARTEFACTS
Aerospace Transportation Tools and Equipment

RECORDS
1

Containers

723

Land Transportation Tools and Equipment

270

Rail Transportation Tools and Equipment

14

Water Transportation Tools and Equipment

17

Some of the important icons of the museum’s collection are transportation artefacts - the 19th
century wooden democrat wagon made by Brown & Rutherford Builders of Owen Sound, the
1930s horse-drawn winter hearse made in Flesherton, the rowboat made by William Dunn in
Owen Sound, and the mid-20th century marine propellers made at Black-Clawson-Kennedy are all
important symbols of transportation used by Grey County citizens, but require significant space and
conservation requirements.

AEROSPACE TRANSPORTATION TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes objects created to transport people or goods above the face of the
earth. The collection contains one object within this classification.
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Shipping crate, 1913+
Used by the Owen Sound Creamery Co.

CONTAINERS
This classification includes objects created to transport objects or substances. Individual products
are classified under Merchandising Tools and Equipment. Within the collection, there are 720
objects classified as containers. Due to multiple examples, Grey Roots will not accept:
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Basins
Bags
Baskets
Boxes
Cans
Crocks

AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Jars
Jugs
Packets (buttons, etc.)
Shipping crates
Tins

Objects within this classification will be accepted if they have names of County businesses on
them, or were created in the County, providing they are in good condition.
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Hitching Weight, 1894-1900
Invented by James Jackson of Keady

LAND TRANSPORTATION TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all items used to transport human beings or goods across land without
the use of track or other guidance device. It is broken down into four sub-classes.

A. ANIMAL-POWERED VEHICLES

There are 19 animal-powered vehicles within the collection. Due to the large size and storage
constraints, each potential donation in this sub-class must be very carefully considered. Grey
Roots will only accept animal-powered vehicles that were made or manufactured in the County,
have good provenance and are in good or excellent condition.

B. HUMAN-POWERED VEHICLES

This sub-class contains all variety of vehicles powered by humans. Within the collection, there are
14 objects that fall into this sub-class, eight of which are baby carriages and casualty litters.

C. LAND TRANSPORTATION ACCESSORIES

This sub-class contains all items created as accessories used in the transportation of people on
land without a track or guidance device. Within the PAC, there are 232 objects in this area.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Automotive jacks
Bridle bits
Doubletrees
Harness hardware
Horse collars
License plates

AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Sleigh bells
Sparkplugs
Tires
Tire chains
Vehicle fenders
Vehicle wheels

D. MOTOR VEHICLES

All motor vehicles accepted by Grey Roots are, with the donors’ knowledge and consents, used
for special events and publicity purposes, and to enhance visitor experience in Moreston Heritage
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Village, and are therefore considered part of the Living History Collection. This allows them to be
stored, driven, maintained, altered and restored by non-collections (Facilities) staff and a core of
experienced mechanical volunteers as the museum sees fit. In conjunction with Facilities staff,
the Collections Manager and Registrar keep written and photographic records of conservation/
restoration projects to the vehicles and insure them appropriately for their use. Currently, due to
storage constraints and lack of automobile manufacturing with the County, automobiles will not be
accepted into the PAC.

RAIL TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT
This classification contains objects created to transport people or goods along a fixed route by
track, rail, cable or similar device. It is broken down into two sub-classes.

A. RAIL TRANSPORTATION ACCESSORIES

Within the collection, there are 12 items that can be categorized as objects created as an accessory
for rail travel.

B. RAIL VEHICLES

There is currently one small rail vehicle within the permanent artefact collection – a railway handcar
that relates to the County’s industrial cement industry.
Like motor vehicles above, all other rail vehicles accepted by Grey Roots are, with the donors’
knowledge and consents, to enhance volunteer engagement and visitor experience in Moreston
Heritage Village, and are therefore considered part of the Living History Collection. This allows
them to be stored, operated, maintained, altered and restored by non-collections (Facilities) staff
and a core of experienced volunteers and toured by visitors as the museum sees fit.
In conjunction with Facilities staff, the Collections Manager and Registrar keep written and photographic records of conservation/restoration projects to the rail vehicles and insure them appropriately for their use. Currently, due to storage constraints and lack of train manufacturing with the
County, rail vehicles will not be accepted into the PAC.

WATER TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT
This classification includes all items used to transport people or goods over the water. It is broken
down into two sub-classes: watercraft and water transportation accessories.

A. WATERCRAFT

Within the collection there are three types of watercraft – a dugout, a replica canoe and a rowboat.
Due to storage constraints, each potential donation of watercraft should be very carefully considered.
Any acquisitions will have been made or manufactured within the County.

B. WATER TRANSPORTATION ACCESSORIES

Within the collection, there are 14 items classified as items created as an accessory for the transportation of people or goods over water. Items from this sub-class will be accepted, providing they
have very detailed, County-level provenance and are in good or better condition.
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Bark Canoe, 1973, made by John Landen Sr.

FUTURE COLLECTING
Future additions to the collection of transportation artefacts will be undertaken selectively and
judiciously, with special attention given to matters of historical relevance, condition and the ability
of Grey Roots to give these large objects proper care.
Grey Roots will actively seek to enlarge this sub-category and make it more representative by
actively seeking First Nations-made child carriers and snowshoes and 19th and 20th century locally-made or used luggage carts and wheelbarrows to enhance Grey Roots’ railway and rural life
storylines and future exhibits. Locally manufactured wagons and cutters (e.g. the T. B. Dowsley
City Carriage-works, the Thornbury Carriage-works, Jim Jackson, William Ferguson and Brown &
Rutherford Builders) will be sought and/or considered for acquisition if they become available.
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Promotional pin, 1970s?

8. COMMUNICATION OBJECTS (1,833)
These objects were created as expressions of human thought. They comment on, interpret, or
enhance people’s environments. These objects function literally or symbolically. This category is
broken down into six classifications.
COMMUNICATION OBJECTS

RECORDS

Advertising Media

115

Art

286

Ceremonial Objects

220

Documentary Objects

461

Exchange Media

113

Personal Symbols

557

ADVERTISING MEDIA
This classification contains objects created to call public attention to a product, service or event,
and to elicit a specific response in regard to that product, service or event. Within the collection,
there are around 75 objects that fall into this area. Items accepted in the future will promote
businesses, people, organizations and industries within Grey County, and be in good condition.

ART
This classification includes all items created for the expression or communication of ideas, values
or attitudes through images, symbols or abstractions. The museum’s collection of artwork is mostly
limited to folk art carvings (about half the art collection), samplers, needle-worked pieces, hair and
wool-work wreaths, amateur paintings and framed reproductions of prints that were found in many
homes 100 years ago. Of particular note are two large, framed oil portraits of exceptional quality,
and Canada’s premier collection of Erskine Brown carvings.
There are very few contemporary (1950 and beyond) pieces in the collection, and no artistic media
like art photography, sculpture, print-making, multi-media or electronic-based, although these may
satisfy the museum’s collecting criteria and not conflict with the collecting mandates of other local
museums and art galleries.
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Mourning Ornament/Death Penny, 1921
Sent to the family of Albert Knapp who was
killed in action on Sept. 24, 1918

CEREMONIAL ARTEFACTS
Ceremonial artefacts are those created for carrying on governmental, fraternal, religious or other
organized and sanctioned societal activities. These objects are intended to evoke, symbolize, or
express certain aspects of the traditions or heritage of a community or group of people. It is further
broken down into six sub-classes.

A. FUNERARY OBJECTS

Funerary objects are those that were created to be used during funerals, burials, mourning, or other
death rites. Within the collection, there are 20 objects that reflect this sub-class.

B. HOLIDAY OBJECTS

Holiday objects are those that are intended for use in the celebration of religious or secular holidays,
independent of formal religious worship, or general partying and gift-giving. The collection contains
25 objects from this sub-class. Many of the objects that fall into this area were mass-produced.
Therefore, in the future, objects will be carefully selected on provenance, their representation within
the collection, and condition. Objects from Noma Lites and Noma Toy Company of Owen Sound
will be actively sought.

C. ORGANIZATIONAL OBJECTS

This sub-class contains objects that are routinely used by organizations, businesses, governments
or other corporate bodies in formal proceedings or ritual events. Within the collection, there are 53
objects that are classified as organizational objects.
AA Union Jack flags
AA Canadian Red Ensign Flags

D. PARTY ACCESSORIES

Party accessories are those objects used at parties or on gift-giving occasions, but not exclusively
at weddings. There are two objects within the collection that reflect this sub-class. Items will be
accepted providing they were used at important County level events.
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F. RELIGIOUS OBJECTS

This sub-class includes personal artefacts that express a person’s thoughts, beliefs, interests and
attitudes. Within the collection are about 70 objects that fall into this area.
AA Baptismal / christening gowns (1850 – 1920)
AA Metal / silver chalices

G. WEDDING OBJECTS

Wedding objects are those used in weddings, independent of formal religious worship or general
partying or gift giving. The collection contains over 50 items relating to weddings, the majority of
which are wedding dresses. Though wedding dresses are mass-produced today, they are unique
to the individuals who wear them and are representative of current fashions trends.
AA Wedding dresses (1860 – 1960)
Future wedding dress and bridesmaid dress collecting will focus on styles, periods of time and
materials not yet represented, as well as condition. Men’s wedding fashion is very under-represented, and this imbalance will be addressed through actively seeking men’s wedding attire for all
decades.

DOCUMENTARY ARTEFACTS
Objects in this classification were created to communicate information to people. They present a
point of view, an image, or a set of ideas - often with the aim of enlightening or swaying the attitude
of people.
The PAC contains objects within seven of the ten sub-classes for a total of about 460 objects. Most
of these objects fall into two sub-classes: Memorabilia - commemorative coins, medals, plates,
ribbons, tokens, and souvenirs, and Other Documents – models, and identification and merchandising tags.
The classification is divided into ten sub-classes with the number of items held in the PAC as
follows:
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA

Administrative Documents
Declaratory Documents
Financial Documents
Government Documents
Graphic Documents
Instructional Documents
Legal Documents
Literary works
Memorabilia
Other Documents

0
9
13
0
31
8
0
4
295
103
Order of Canada Medal, 1989
Issued to Dr. Jean Robertson Burnet of Owen Sound, Grey County
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Future collecting within this classification will focus on objects pertaining to County events, or
depicting the County, items created within Grey County businesses, and items awarded to Grey
County residents.

EXCHANGE MEDIA
Exchange media includes all objects created for monetary exchange or bartering such as currency,
tickets, coupons, stamps and tokens. Within the PAC, there are approximately 115 objects within
this sub-class.

PERSONAL SYMBOLS
This classification includes objects created to communicate a particular personal belief, opinion,
achievement, status, rank, occupation, membership, office or identity. It is broken down into four
sub-classes.

A. ACHIEVEMENT SYMBOLS

This sub-class contains objects that convey social recognition of achievements by individuals or
groups of people. The collection contains around 85 objects within this sub-class and includes
items such as merit badges, prize ribbons, awards and trophies.

B. BELIEF SYMBOLS

Belief symbols includes personal objects such as rosaries, religious pendants, and campaign pins
that express a person’s thoughts, beliefs, interests, and attitudes. Within the collection there are
17 objects that fall into this area.

C. PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION

Within the PAC there are 38 objects that denote personal identity, such as identification badges,
calling cards, seals and military dog tags.

D. STATUS SYMBOLS

This sub-class contains items whose primary purpose is to communicate a particular status, rank,
occupation, membership or office. The collection contains roughly 420 items within this sub-class.
AA
AA
AA
AA
AA
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Fraternal ribbons (already represented)
Insignia /Insignia badges (other than County organizations)
Membership badges (other than County organizations)
Military badges (cap, shoulder / other than County regimental)
Occupational pins (other than County businesses or industries)
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FUTURE COLLECTING
Each piece of art is unique, which can allow this area to grow significantly in the future. The
museum will play a special role in community history by collecting art that illustrates the evolution
of the County’s historic landscapes, urban areas and its citizens. Works by artists in various
media whose subject matter does not fall under the collecting mandates of other local museums
or galleries, such as the Tom Thomson Art Gallery (see Connections to Other Institutions and their
Collections), and that illustrate local people and local landscapes, will play an important role in
broadening the community’s appreciation of Grey.
Examples of works that should be identified and collected include those produced by both professional and amateur artists. Art should only be accepted if the piece depicts Grey County, or was
created by a Grey County resident artist, is in good condition and has artistic merit.
Future study may allow museum staff to identify and research prominent artists from Grey County
and acquire their work. Future museum exhibits may incorporate works of art where they exemplify
exhibit themes; these will be drawn from the museum’s collection or borrowed from other local
repositories.
It should be noted that some mediums of artistic expression may require specialized environments
to maintain long-term preservation. These considerations would have to be reflected in future
storage spaces that may be built.
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9. RECREATIONAL OBJECTS
This category contains objects created to be used as toys or to carry on both competitive and
non-competitive activities of games, sports, gambling or public entertainment. It is broken down
into five classifications. A large component is toys (dolls and accessories, die-cast figures, puzzles)
for the personal amusement of children. Although there are relatively few artefacts in this category,
it must be pointed out that many artefacts that are used for recreation do not fall within the range
of objects listed (e.g. musical instruments, bicycles, slide projectors, gramophones, bathing suits,
television sets, fishing equipment, uniforms, etc.).
Amateur hobbyists made things for recreation and enjoyment (e.g. furniture) which, in another
context, would be the products of “work.”
Archival materials provide visual evidence of many recreational activities, for example, photographs,
posters, signs and sheet music illustrating community celebrations, team sports, parades and
people engaged in leisure pursuits such as gardening, reading and socializing. Approximately 6%
of the recreational artefacts in the collection were made in the County, for example, a wooden train
made at Noma Toys, crokinole boards made at Abba Wood Products in Neustadt and handmade
rocking horses, sleds and souvenir hockey sticks.
RECREATIONAL OBJECTS

RECORDS

Game Equipment

44

Public Entertainment Devices

9

Recreational Devices

9

Sports Equipment

56

Toys

375

GAME EQUIPMENT
Game Equipment refers to objects created for competitive activities based on chance, problem
solving, manual dexterity or calculation, rather than strenuous physical effort (i.e. dominos, playing
cards, board games and marbles). Within the collection, there are 44 objects with this subclass.
Items will be accepted, providing they have County-level provenance and are in good condition.
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Fencing jacket, 1916-1917 Used by
Nora Parker of Owen Sound

PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT DEVICES
This classification contains object created for the presentation of non-competitive spectator entertainment, such as performance costumes, puppets and marionettes. The collection contains fewer
than 10 objects in this classification. Items will be accepted, providing they have County-level
provenance and are in good condition.

RECREATIONAL DEVICES
This classification includes objects made for participatory, non-competitive activities, other than
athletic games. This includes fitness devices, water skis and sleds. Within the collection, there are
nine objects that fall into this area.

SPORTS EQUIPMENT
Given Grey County’s extraordinary recreational culture (hiking, biking, and snowmobiling trails, ski
hills, hockey teams), and its geographical location on Georgian Bay, this classification is grossly
under-represented. In the future, collecting in this area will focus on 20th and 21st century sports
and Grey Roots will actively seek objects used for training and in competition by Grey County
champions and athletes that have competed at the provincial, national and world levels. Grey
Roots will achieve this by following news on local athletes and making contact with them for this
purpose.

TOYS
The toys classification includes all items originally created to be used as playthings. Within the
collection there are around 375 objects classified as toys.
AA
AA
AA
AA

AA Paper dolls
Dolls (19th and 20th century)
th
th
AA Toy figures (1910 – 1935)
Doll carriages (19 and 20 century)
th
th
Doll furniture (19 and 20 century)
Doll accessories / clothing (19th and 20th century)
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Push Toy, 1944-1947
Manufactured by Noma Toys, Owen Sound

FUTURE COLLECTING
The subject of recreational and leisure activities is a popular and multi-dimensional one that
encompasses organized sports, hobbies, celebrations, theatre and film, reading, domestic leisure
pursuits and activities associated with gender roles or cultural traditions. The increasing role of
leisure pursuits in 21st century life is an invitation to broaden collecting activities. Even though few
objects will have been made locally, how they illustrate leisure time pursuits is important to the interpretation of 20th and 21st century life in the museum setting.
Grey Roots will actively pursue Noma Toy Co. (Noma Ltd.) toys and dolls made in at its Owen Sound
toy factory (1944+), as well as toys under-represented in the collection for nostalgic reasons, such
as teddy bears and stuffed animals.
Amateur and professional sports teams, in particular, their uniforms and souvenirs, offer symbols
for the community to self-identify, e.g. an Owen Sound Attack hockey jersey, or a Big Head Hops
farm souvenir t-shirt from Meaford. Similarly, many individuals and teams associated with professional sports are included as inductees in the Owen Sound Sports Hall of Fame located at the
Harry Lumley Bayshore Centre; they too are symbols of success in the community. Grey Roots will
actively seek artefacts related to sports and sports figures in the community, with the understanding
that many related artefacts may also be collected by the Sports Hall of Fame. Unfortunately, these
organizations are not always able to offer museum-quality storage, staffing or exhibit environments,
and the future preservation of their collections cannot be guaranteed.
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10. UNCLASSIFIABLE OBJECTS
Many artefact remnants and “function unknown” objects were found in the collection when the
inventory took place (2012) after the move to Grey Roots. Some of these objects may be component
parts of other objects and some are objects whose functions have yet to be discovered (or not,
depending on the need and time available for research). Some of these may be candidates for
future deaccessioning. There are 85 objects that are classified in this area.
AA Sherds and stones without detailed found location and Grey County provenance
AA Textile samples / fragments
AA Parts of larger items / incomplete items

11. NATURAL HISTORY (107)
This category includes all objects that fall into four classifications.
NATURAL HISTORY

RECORDS

Biology

70

Botany

14

Geology

2

Paleontology

19

BIOLOGY
Biology includes anything animal: bones, taxidermy specimens, wet specimens, etc., that are not
fossilized. Within this classification there are 70 items in the collection, the majority of which are
stuffed animal specimens and bird egg specimens. Objects from this classification will be collected,
providing they are indicative of the species found within Grey County, are safe for staff and visitors
and are in good condition.

BOTANY
Botany refers to all plant matter that is not fossilized. Within the collection there are fewer than 14
objects within this classification, the majority of which are lumber sections and seeds. Objects will
be accepted from this classification providing they are indicative of Grey County plant specimens,
are safe to staff and visitors, and are in good and stable condition.

GEOLOGY
This classification includes all manner of rock specimens and samples. Within the collection, there
are two fragments or samples of rock. Other samples will be collected providing they come from
Grey County, and the type of rock is known.

PALEONTOLOGY
This classification includes all manner of fossilized plant and animal matter. Within the collection
there are 19 fossil objects. Fossils will be accepted providing they were found within the County
and the found location is known.
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Capelin fossil, 10,000 – 7,500 BC
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STRENGTHS OF THE MUSEUM COLLECTION
The defining strength of Grey Roots’ collection is its comprehensiveness in the late 19th century and
early 20th century periods. In the formative years of the museum, a mostly uncritical acceptance
of objects swelled the collection from the hundreds to the thousands by 1970. Areas of note are
the museum’s holdings of wedding and christening gowns, military medals and insignia, children’s
carriages, fine cabinetry and manufactured furniture made in Grey County, women’s textiles,
carpentry tools, and locally-made carriages and separator-threshers.
Since moving to Grey Roots Museum & Archives in 2004, a program of more selective acquisition
has added over 3,600 objects to the collection and staff has successfully tackled a backlog of
thousands of previously uncatalogued objects. From that time forward, acquisitions have been
weighted against more demanding criteria of provenance, condition and community importance.
They provide a broader picture of the County’s history over the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
but with a sense of the growing importance of the mid- to later 20th century. At the same time,
a program of careful deaccessioning has begun to refine the collection by removing unwanted
duplicates, objects in poor condition and objects with little local relevance.
The existence of Grey Roots as a collection storage facility is a strong stewardship asset, providing
the collection with a safe, controlled environment, with potential for growth. The continued growth
of Moreston Heritage Village as a seasonal display area for the museum’s artefacts showcases
thousands of pieces that it would not be feasible to otherwise exhibit in the museum proper.
Collecting initiatives advocated by this plan, such as the development of the furniture collection,
will likely result in maximum use of current available space and may require growth of storage
space in the future.
Grey Roots’ PastPerfect collections management database is one of the museum’s prime assets.
The information it contains, collectively, is invaluable. The database is a multi-faceted search tool,
allowing staff and others to easily find information about objects, their donors, their appraisal values
(if applicable), their time and place associations and many other aspects, such as dimensions,
condition reports and conservation treatments. Information in this form, benefits objects in the
collections themselves, since the need for handling is reduced. Catalogue records in the database
now show nearly 68,000 artefact images as well, with multiple-view images for most objects.
Sharing this information via PastPerfect Online and having it indexed and searchable through
Google, distributes information even more widely to other museums and the public.
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WEAKNESSES
Lack of past selectivity in accepting donations in the museum’s early years has led to collecting
gaps, imbalances and other shortcomings – too many of one type of object and not enough of
another. For example, the mass of donations in the museum’s formative years overwhelmed the
ability of the museum to provide satisfactory storage space. Consequently, many objects were
placed in inadequate storage (in the barn or outdoors around the site), where they suffered damage
and various degrees of environmental and pest deterioration.
The sheer volume of donations in the early years left staff unable to collect valuable information
about the objects they were given. Thus the interpretive value of many objects was lost. The
passive nature of collecting also meant that donors “set the agenda” for the museum collections.
A preponderance of similar objects (e.g. sewing machines and eyeglasses) to the exclusion of the
truly unique was the result.
A broad range of excellent examples of various object types was not actively sought, and although
many fine examples of Grey County industrial, agricultural, artisan and domestic activity exist in the
museum’s collection, they may not be the best examples of their kind. The collection, at present,
tends to be weighted toward objects originating or owned by citizens of Owen Sound as it was
the site of the Owen Sound-Grey County Museum. Owen Sound grew to be the most populous
community in Grey County owing to the access to the major shipping port and railway lines from
the 1860s onward; this disproportionate weighting is partly attributable to these two factors. The
lack of a proportionate number of artefacts that are attributable to the Town of Blue Mountains and
to Hanover, creates an imbalance based on geography. A related issue is that many objects in the
collection do not have a clearly established connection to the local area, or indeed, any established
provenance at all.
Lack of proper museum practice also led to the display of sensitive objects such as paper, metal and
textiles in unsuitable surroundings, with subsequent damage due to over-exposure to light, humidity
and fluctuating temperatures. Even less sensitive materials, such as agricultural equipment, deteriorated from years of lack of maintenance and poor storage. With the construction of Grey Roots,
and the consequent removal of many of the objects from unsafe storage to proper housing, much
further damage was curtailed, however, the inheritance of the early years still leaves much to
overcome (there are still some artefacts stored in improper environments due to lack of space), and
Grey Roots does not yet have conservation staff to begin to tackle the repair treatments needed.
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CONNECTIONS TO OTHER INSTITUTIONS AND THEIR
COLLECTIONS
Some gaps in Grey Roots’ collection may be justified by the presence of objects in museum
collections elsewhere in Grey County. For future exhibits, local or provincial resources will no
doubt meet the need for what the collection lacks. Grey Roots has good working and collections-based liaising relationships with the other museums within Grey County, and, through the
PastPerfect-based Ontario Users’ Group, with about 70 other museums province-wide.
Grey Roots’ mission to engage and educate communities in the human and natural history of Grey
County by preserving and sharing collections, stories and memories, can be partly realized by
dividing its responsibilities through continued sharing relationships with other institutions. In the
past, Grey Roots’ permanent artefact collection has been shared with many other local organizations for their temporary exhibits, and Grey Roots has, in turn, borrowed objects and material for
this use.
In Owen Sound, the Billy Bishop Home & Museum is a National Historic Site with a collecting and
exhibit focus on the history of Canadian aviation icon and flying ace William Avery (Billy) Bishop,
and the history and recognition of the contributions of Canada’s Veterans, as well as the men and
women currently in service. Billy Bishop Home & Museum also houses a collection of exhibit items
of the Victorian and Edwardian eras.
The Tom Thomson Art Gallery collects and educates on a national level, but has a small, collection
of locally-produced and documentary artwork of Grey County paintings (mainly landscapes) and
County-made items connected to Tom Thomson. It also holds a comprehensive local historic artist
database.
The Community Waterfront Heritage Centre holds an excellent collection of objects inherited from
the now defunct Owen Sound Marine-Rail Museum and it continues “To preserve and record the
history of the development of Owen Sound in relation to the industrial heritage that was an integral
part of the Port of Owen Sound, its early transportation systems, and its railway terminuses.” As
such, it has a deeper and more focused collection of marine and railway artefacts and is an excellent
source from which to borrow.
The following Grey County seasonal museums are also good sources, though none of them have
the resources, in staffing, space or artefacts, enjoyed by Grey Roots. The Meaford Museum,
Sheffield Park Black History Museum, South Grey Museum and Archives, Craigleith Heritage
Depot, and the Osprey Museum all focus on specific areas and communities of the County.
Farther afield, Grey Roots maintains excellent cross-borrowing and lending relationships with the
Collingwood Museum, the Dufferin County Museum and Archives, and its RTO7 cultural partners the Bruce County Museum and Cultural Centre and the Simcoe County Museum.
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PART 5: CURATORIAL CHALLENGES
ACQUISITIONS PRIORITIES
Grey Roots will develop its PAC through a process of planned acquisitions that are supported by
the museum’s Mission. To achieve this objective, a continued awareness of the community through
historical research and current issues is vital. Collecting will become proactive, the result of study,
promotion and continued partnerships with key informants in the community, as opposed to the
passive collecting which has characterized the past.
Grey Roots has not yet begun to tackle all of the research that will fully inform its decisions about
collecting and interpretation. However, many gaps in the collection represent both challenges and
opportunities for the development of an expanded, relevant and contemporary role for the museum
in both collecting the diverse “modern world” and creating a material context for understanding
it. Awareness of the current status of the collection, as shown in Part 4 of the Collecting Plan,
identifies general gaps which will be gradually filled.
Broadly, these areas are:
●● Under-representation of some geographical areas of the County, notably Hanover and 		
the Blue Mountains
●● Mid- to late 20th century (1930 to present) materials
●● Examples of small business life in the 20th century
●● 20th century local industry
●● 20th century local businesses
●● 20th century community life
●● Distinct communities (ethnic, immigrant, religious)
After reviewing all of the PAC’s strengths and weaknesses, Grey Roots’ staff recommend that
collecting of 20th and 21st century objects should largely focus on specific subject areas, with the
aim of developing “areas of distinction” that reflect unique characteristics of the Grey County.
These include, but are not limited to:
●● Manufacturing sectors, for example:
o Furniture
o Agriculture
o Food production and packaging
o Stone extraction and finishing
●● Objects that celebrate community life, for example:
o Main street retailers
o Sports (professional and amateur, including minor league sports)
o Recreation (fairs, festivals, reunions, leisure activities, horticulture)
o Social services (e.g. service clubs)
o Arts and culture (entertainers, musicians, writers, architecture)
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●● Natural Environment, for example:
o Geological specimens (e.g. Owen Sound dolostone)
o Biological specimens (fish and animals typical of Grey County habitats, endangered
Grey County species)
o Botanical specimens (plant specimens typically found in the County, and specific
to its natural growing environments)
o Paleontological specimens
The main curatorial challenge is in the research that needs to be done, and shared, in order to fully
understand the main important historical themes or “areas of distinction” of Grey County’s history,
communities and its future. There is no dedicated staff role at Grey Roots (usually a curator) who
can dedicate the time resources required to gather, analyze and write the type of case studies
Doon Heritage Crossroads produced when writing their Collecting Plan.1 Such curatorial research
has, at Grey Roots, been mainly conducted by contracted researchers and writers, specifically for
exhibition rather than collecting purposes.
The Collecting Plan is a starting point from which to acknowledge and address these current
issues and themes, with the awareness that both objects and depth of information about them
are an essential partnership. Further research is needed to develop the information base needed
for creating 20th century collecting priorities in such areas as local factory-made furniture, food
manufacturers, foundries, and many others suggested above, including a wide range of conservation concerns that accompany the collecting of 20th and 21st century materials. The PAC will
strive to develop “areas of distinction” in defined areas, recognizing the impossibility of having
a comprehensive collection of material culture in every aspect of modern life. Awareness of the
collecting mandates of other museums and galleries in the County will also help to define Grey
Roots’ collecting priorities. Collegial partnerships with individuals and institutions will result in
the exchanges of information and objects for exhibit that will showcase the rich variety of Grey’s
community.

1
A Collecting Plan for Doon Heritage Crossroads, Appendix One – Collecting and Interpreting for a Multicultural
Community, Appendix Two – Highlights of Canadian Immigration in the Twentieth Century, Appendix Three – Multicultural
Associations in the Waterloo Region, Appendix Four – Collecting Material Culture: The Waterloo Region’s Furniture Industry
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The natural rubber pedals on this 1890-1900 bicycle have started melting, likely due to contact with and
reaction to a later substance.

COLLECTING MODERN MATERIALS:
CONSERVATION CONCERNS
Collecting mid to late 20th century objects may involve materials with questionable stability. For
example, the vast range of polymers (plastics) produced during the last 60 years have not been
in existence long enough to prove their stability. Rubbers and some heavily plasticized materials
are notorious for being unstable over time. These materials are continually changing as manufacturers juggle cost, function and marketplace variations. This may leave many questions when
we collect objects without knowing how long it will be before they self-destruct or cause damage
to other collection objects.
Collections staff will have to keep abreast of current research in materials deterioration and gain
experience from other museums’ collections and behaviour of our own artefacts in storage. As
with alternative art materials and processes, specialized storage and display environments may
have to be addressed.1

STORAGE SPACE AND IMPLICATIONS
FOR FUTURE COLLECTING
The PAC is housed in four main areas – Museum Storage 1 (MU1) and Museum Storage 2 (MU2),
which are within the museum building and meet Museum Standards for environmental surrounds
and are physically adjacent to one another, the Agricultural Storage and Display Building and
the mezzanine of the Stewart Muir/Moore Steam and Woodworking Shop (both heated but not
meeting museum environmental standards for artefact storage).

ARTEFACT STORAGE – MAIN BUILDING
●● According to the Facility Assessment by the Canadian Conservation Institute’s Preservation Development Advisor, in 2013, Grey Roots’ MU1 was about 65% full and MU2 was
about 80% full. Since this time, there have been a large number of artefacts deacces-

98

COLLECTING PLAN 2018

Grey Roots Museum & Archives

sioned and disposed of, but also approximately the same number has been accessioned
into the collection. As a result, it is likely that these percentages are very similar in 2018 as
they were in 2013.
●● On average, there are about 280 objects accessioned into the artefact collection on an
annual basis2 (about one-quarter to one-third of the objects offered).
●● All of the objects in Museum Storage 1 and 2 are visible and most can be safely retrieved
without having to handle more than one or two other objects, an essential requirement for
functional storage areas (ICCOM-UNESCO 2013).

ISSUES WITH SPACE USAGE
Up until 2018, there was a lack of storage units for larger objects (mostly furniture and sculpture),
which caused vertical space to be used inefficiently in Museum Storage 1 and 2. For this reason,
larger items tended to accumulate in the aisles and wherever free storage space was available
along the walls.
In order to address this concern while it was still manageable, to elevate all artefacts off the floor
(as per museum collection standards), increase staff access to the PAC furniture collection and
house it in one area, in 2017, Grey Roots applied for and received a $50,000 Canadian Museum
Assistance Program (MAP) grant for the purchase and installation of several high density rolling
storage units and watercraft racking for MU2, with the balance of the project funded by a Grey
Roots Reserve Fund. The project, finished in March, 2018, addressed most of these concerns and
will provide storage and shelving for future PAC growth.

Top Photos: Museum Storage 2 November, 2017

2

Based on the last five years (2012 – 2016)
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Bottom Photo:
Technicians installing rails for high density rolling
storage units.
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FUTURE FUNCTIONAL USAGE CONSIDERATIONS
Collection storage areas should contain only accessioned objects (artefacts), as maintaining this
space is more resource intensive than for other non-critical areas in a museum. Currently, there
are no designated functional spaces for:
●● Storing non-collection items such as display cases, plinths, mannequins, other exhibition 		
props or materials (sheets of Plexiglas and mounts)
o Currently, these items are taking up valuable storage space in both Museum
Storage 1 and 2 and Archives storage, and creating access issues.
●● Storing extra shelving and hardware for compact shelving units
o

Currently these are stored behind units along walls or on shelves. This prevents
Grey Roots from using wall space efficiently in storage and is taking up valuable
shelf space.

●● Storing all educational materials together
o

Currently, these are dispersed throughout the museum in three locations, including
Museum Storage 1 and 2 and in the Moore & Muir Steam and Woodworking
Building. Consequently, interpretation staff must transit through storage areas to
get to their materials and the Education Collection is taking up space (one full
high-density rolling storage unit in Museum Storage 1 and several heavy shelves
in Museum Storage 2), that should be reserved for the PAC.

●● Storing the Reference collection in a publically accessible (but monitored) area.
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Museum Storage 1, March 2018
Along with the permanent artefact collection
Museum Storage 1 currently houses a mixture of
exhibition props, education objects, the research
collection, extra shelving and hardware, exhibit
cases and the museum architectural plans, requiring other museum staff to access collections
storage on a regular basis.

In 2013, the CCI report identified that at the time, space in the loading/shipping dock was not used
efficiently (report page 9). Given that since then, one staff person’s desk/work space has been
relocated to the administration area, and that the Tourism Department and its materials/equipment
storage needs moved from Grey Roots to the Grey County Administration Building, this provides
an opportunity for the storage and functional spaces to be reassessed. Reorganizing this space
may provide a designated space for the storage of non-collection items such as unused display
cases, plinths, mannequins, exhibition props, panels and unused collections shelving and/or the
Education Collection items currently housed in MU1.

Loading/Shipping Dock, March 2018

The metal shelving in MU2 could potentially be used as shelving in this space on the under-utilized
walls in the loading dock. This reorganization would free up valuable collection storage space.3
3
Implemented and suggested solutions to the storage issues above can be found in the Facility Assessment for
Grey Roots Museum & Archives, 25 January 2013 by Simon Lambert, Preservation Development Advisor.
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ARTEFACT STORAGE – OTHER BUILDINGS ON SITE
In 2014-2015 a Large Artefact Display Building was built in order to provide a safe, accessible,
temperature-controlled and clean storage area for Grey Roots’ large agricultural machinery and its
collection of 19th and 20th century wooden vehicles. This addition vastly improved the museum’s
storage capabilities and accessibility to these artefacts, as well as their safety from wet environmental conditions and pests/vermin. However, since that time, Grey Roots has grown in public
confidence as a repository for cherished large items, so, like Museum Storage 2, it has become a
mixture of artefacts and other objects (i.e. Living History Collection vehicles).
Also, because of its comfortable environs, convenient location, and the fact that the Living History
vehicles are stored in the building, Grey Roots volunteers tend to want to use it as a workspace for
these objects. Exhibit/storage and work areas need to be strictly administered to meet Ministry of
Culture Sport and Recreation Museum Standards.
The mezzanine of the Stewart Muir/Moore Steam and Woodworking Shop and the basement of
the Farmhouse are currently housing a number of furniture pieces and equipment designated for
future Moreston Buildings (specifically the pews for the planned church). These storage conditions
are not ideal, as there are greatly fluctuating environmental conditions (temperature and humidity)
in both spaces and atmospheric debris caused by ongoing work in the building (sanding, welding,
etc.) in the shop, all which cause deterioration. The construction of the buildings into which these
furniture pieces will eventually go depends on available budgetary resources. At the present time,
there is no firm end date to the storage challenge.

ACQUISITIONS BUDGET
●● Since 2008, the artefact acquisitions budget has been at or about $2,500, per year, and
there is a current Artefact Reserve of $18,655.
●● As the “baby-boomer” generation begins to downsize their considerable collections of high
value (in a historical and cultural sense) of Grey County objects, it is recommended that
research into the approximate values of these local collections is researched by contacting
known local collectors and retired antique dealers, so that Grey Roots may actively, and
at an advantage, be in a position to acquire items that would be of interest for the PAC,
keeping them in the public domain for the citizens of and visitors to Grey County. In this
way, planning for the coming year’s acquisitions could be done in advance and the annual
acquisitions budget could be set according to what these collectors and dealers would be
willing to part with each year.
●● A further benefit would be staff’s ability to prepare adequate storage space for large items
and involving the community via good news stories (e.g. Grey County veteran war medals
“returning home”) or for requests for donations toward high-value acquisitions.
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DEACCESSION PRIORITIES
In order for collections to thrive, they need to be treated as organic entities. Sometimes, museums
and archives need to deaccession and dispose of artefacts from their collections to allow for
better examples to enter the collection, and to remove objects that fall outside the core collecting
mandate, allowing museums to re-direct their resources towards the remaining items. Carefully
used, deaccessioning and disposal can make artefacts and archival collections, and therefore our
heritage facilities, stronger.
A policy of cautious and judicious deaccessioning is undertaken with the goal of strengthening and
refining the collection in accordance with Grey Roots’ Collections Management Policy and its Acquisitions and Deaccessions Procedure.4
Objects that may be considered for deaccessioning include:
●●
●●
●●
●●

Objects with no relevance to Grey Roots’ Mission and its collecting aims
Objects in poor condition or beyond repair
Duplicate or multiple examples of object types
Objects in any of the above categories with no donor history

HISTORY OF DEACCESSIONING
A first phase of deaccessioning at Grey Roots began in 2004 after a 2001 storage fire that destroyed
many artefacts, and again in 2006. Many of these artefacts had been stored in a barn, offsite
storage or outdoors for many years, and had deteriorated in that location due to lack of environmental controls.
Subsequent phases of deaccessioning in 2008 and 2016-2017, have resulted in the removal of
3,507 (in total) catalogued objects over approximately 13 years (2004-2017), as objects that did not
meet criteria of relevance, completeness, good condition, known provenance and uniqueness. This
includes large quantities of books and magazines, medicine bottles containing liquids disposed of
via pharmacies (hazardous waste), and a range of other items including cutters, carriages, textiles,
furnishings, artefact fragments and others. The overriding consideration with most of these deaccessions was their poor condition and redundancy within the collection.
Future deaccessioning will target objects whose condition may be acceptable, but do not meet
other criteria of local relevance or uniqueness.

4

See Appendix 1, MS-GR-002-001 Acquisition and Deaccession Procedure
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PART 6:
OTHER COLLECTIONS
THE EDUCATION COLLECTION
The Education Collection is a collection of non-accessioned, hands-on objects that varies from
bedding, cooking implements and chalk slates to rock collections. There are hundreds of items.
Education Collection objects have low or no cultural-historical relevance to Grey County (often only
through use or association), many are purpose-bought or donated, and are used in programming
and special events, as exhibit props, learning tools, and as costuming. As such, it is understood
by staff and donors that these objects will undergo wear and tear and deteriorate over time as any
normally-handled object would. They may be stored, repaired and restored as Grey Roots sees fit.
The Education Collection consists of a mixture of former artefacts that have been removed from the
PAC through the deaccessioning process because of duplication in the PAC, and items donated,
made, or purchased by Grey Roots or its volunteers, specifically for this collection. Former artefacts
continue to have their histories retained in the collections management database in case of donor
inquiries.
Education collection pieces are maintained and tracked by Grey Roots Engagement & Education
staff. Staff and trained volunteers use and demonstrate these items in order to further the museum’s
mandate.

THE LIVING HISTORY COLLECTION
This is a collection of non-accessioned, usable objects like
working train models, vintage automobiles, steam traction
engines and pull-behind agricultural equipment that specifically-trained Grey Roots Facilities staff and volunteers
use, run and demonstrate (usually) outside, to further Grey
Roots’ mandate and maintain engagement with its considerably skilled and mechanically-minded volunteers.
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This collection is comprised of mainly large and complicated pieces of machinery, and requires
skills and specific training in order to restore, maintain and operate (e.g. a TSSA steam operator’s
license).
Some Living History Collection objects have low or no cultural-historical relevance to Grey County
(i.e. 1920 Ford Model T chassis/1920 police vehicle) and some have great cultural-historical
relevance but are beyond the scope of the PAC because of their condition at time of donation
necessitates extensive restoration (i.e. 1937 LaFrance Owen Sound Fire Pumper) for public presentation. The Living History Collection consists of a mixture of former artefacts that have been
removed from the PAC through the deaccessioning process, and items donated, made, collected or
purchased by Grey Roots or its volunteers, specifically for this collection. Often they are donated
to Grey Roots having had major restoration work already done by previous owners.
In order to present something of value for an audience, that has, for some reason or another been
lost before coming to Grey Roots, through the process restoration of an other-wise too-far-gone
object, Grey Roots gives its presentation value back. These items would otherwise, likely be lost
to time.
As neither the Education Collection or the Living History Collection items are accessioned, Grey
Roots is not constrained by the storage, security, environmental, tracking, conservation and handling
standards as they are for artefacts in the Permanent Artefact Collection, however, staff uses professional and reasonable judgement in storing, maintaining and using both of these collections as
per each item’s value to Grey Roots. These collections can be maintained by non-collections staff,
trained volunteers and outside contractors, and can be restored or altered to further Grey Roots’
mission, rather than “conserved,” according to ICOM’s ethical guidelines and museum standards.
Sometimes a piece is entirely dismantled and its function changed to further the museum’s mandate
(i.e. 1920 Ford Model T chassis having a “frame up” restoration into a 1920s police vehicle),
sometimes the function stays the same (i.e. 1937 LaFrance Fire Engine) and sometimes they are
extensively modified (e.g. 1930 Ford Model A Depot Hack / Woody automobile).
Once restored, these pieces are of relatively high monetary value because of the time spent and
cost of the work put into them by staff, volunteers and contracted professionals. Through this
process, they become iconic pieces to Grey Roots and are often requested for attendance and/or
use at highly-attended special events such as parades and steam shows.
Because of their value, both monetarily and for presentation, these objects have their histories and
transformations retained in the collections management database as provided by Facilities Staff.

THE RESEARCH COLLECTION
The Research Collection consists of approximately 40 boxes of books and other paper-based material
(catalogues, etc.) on historical subjects ranging from architecture to food processing, to machinery
parts lists and operating instructions, and owners’ manuals for agricultural equipment and machinery.
The collection is currently housed in bankers’ boxes. Because of storage restrictions and change
in technology from print to digital, from 2008 – 2010, this collection was extensively culled. Grey
Roots now maintains only the best and most relevant research material to the museum’s mission
and reviews its holdings bi-annually. The collection takes up over 50 linear feet of shelving space.
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The Research Collection is currently maintained by the Collections Manager in a spreadsheet
available to all County staff via Alfresco, the County’s record retention software. The collection is
currently minimally used by staff, researchers or volunteers outside of the collections department
because it is physically inaccessible to anyone other than Grey Roots staff (stored in boxes in MU1)
and digitally inaccessible to anyone other than Grey County staff. It is also virtually unknown that
this collection exists. It is currently taking up valuable PAC storage space on half of one high-density storage unit.
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PART 7:
TOWARD THE IDEAL COLLECTIONS
SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
THE PERMANENT ARTEFACT COLLECTION
Because of its communities, like most places, Grey County is continually evolving. Everything
that humans endeavor to modify or change in their environments, from the industrial sector, to the
makeup of the communities within the County, to the government that passes and enacts its policies
and programs, each is multi-dimensional and part of the present-day dynamic of the overall County
community. Each has a unique story, indeed, a number of stories. The relationship of each with a
community museum and its collection will involve a number of considerations, and the traditional relationship model of donor-object-museum will not always be the standard one. Important non-material
manifestations of history and culture (the spoken word especially) will also factor into the collecting
model. Although the collecting and interpretation of products of local industries will perhaps be more
clear-cut than those collecting activities relating to the changing make-up of new communities, the
subtleties of how manufactured objects also interpret how people lived and what they valued, will
also influence collecting choices.
Of course, this plan cannot dictate or foresee all of Grey Roots’ future collecting choices. Long term
plans for improvements and buildings added to Moreston Heritage Village will result in certain kinds
of collecting approaches; research around exhibition themes and programs will likewise uncover the
need for other kinds of collecting. The Collecting Plan, however, offers staff a guide for creating a
unified and broadly representative collection with which 20th century themes and topics of interest,
some of which are proposed in this document, can be interpreted to diverse audiences.
If further research can be done, directions for collecting will evolve, and the Collecting Plan at present
defines a starting point from which staff will continue to make advances in the planning and creating
of a relevant and representative museum collection which all citizens of Grey County can proudly
share. The Plan implies opportunities for collaboration with other museums and collectors, including
sharing of collecting activities. It recommends realistic ongoing self-review and revision. In short,
this document is both contemporary and forward-looking. It acknowledges and respects the accomplishments of those many local history enthusiasts of the past who founded and developed what are
now Grey Roots Museum & Archives’ collections, while proposing a fresh mindset as a framework
for further strengthening and development of the permanent artefact collection.
Good, well-documented research on core themes is needed to identify and further refine Grey
County areas of distinction on which the collection can be solidly built. Continuous attention to the
changes within Grey’s community is needed to identify specific directions for further collecting and to
refine the present collection. New Moreston buildings envisioned will spur collecting in many other
subject areas that may be required for display and interpretation. In the future, responsibilities for
acquisitions may fall to specialists in various “curatorial” areas, and to such specialists working in
partnership with advisory groups in the community, especially as multicultural communities grow.
Consistent and active collecting, appropriate screening of potential donations on condition, relevance
and others will continue to be guided by Grey Roots’ Strategic Plan and the curatorial principles
outlined in Grey Roots’ collections policy documents. The following summary points outline the
process by which the collection will be developed, using the Collecting Plan as its template.
Grey Roots Museum & Archives

COLLECTING PLAN 2018

107

THE EDUCATION COLLECTION
It is recommended that the Education Collection:
●● Be generally inventoried on a regular basis (i.e. annually). First, so that Education and
Engagement staff knows what is available and on-hand for programming use. Second, so
that museum staff is not collecting multiples of objects or objects that are not of use for
programming
●● That the education collection be moved out of museum artefact storage areas into a
self-contained area to maximize access to appropriate staff, artefact security, and space
resources

THE RESEARCH COLLECTION
Given the rarity and the research value of the Research Collections holdings, especially in regard
to the agricultural equipment and tractor manuals and parts catalogues, it is recommended that:
●● The Research Collection is made physically accessible within the museum (i.e. a library
shelving system within the administration office or volunteer space)
●● The titles available for use are made digitally accessible by putting the information online
via Grey Roots’ website and linked to Google or similar data-finding platform
●● That a system of retrieval and signing out material for museum volunteers and for public
access to researchers is implemented and maintained by collections staff
●● That once accessible, Grey Roots raise awareness of the Research Collection via its
media outlets and volunteer training
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PART 8:
NEXT STEPS AND ASSIGNMENT
OF RESPONSIBILITIES
Develop an implementation plan which should include:
●● Research, date and analyze the PAC artefacts from a sequence of timeframes extending
from the pre-historic era to the present time (Collections Manager, Registrar, summer
students)
●● Further analyze the collection in detail to assess its strengths, weaknesses, opportunities
and threats (Collections Manager)
●● Further research, identification and theme analysis in the history and development of
the local community, industries, etc., including changes in the make-up of the County’s
population (Registrar / History Thesis Student / Contracted)
●● Further study and analysis of the collection, based on the outcome of these themes
(Collections Manager, Registrar)
●● Formulate a multi-year plan of collecting initiatives tied to both long-range plans and current
projects (Museum Manager, Collections Manager, Registrar)
●● Inform the community about Grey Roots’ goals with regard to its 20th and 21st century
collecting plans (e.g. media contacts, brochures, web listings, presentations, personal
contacts) – (Museum Manager, Media & Communications Coordinator, Collections
Manager)
●● Identify key local companies, key economic sectors in the community, past and present, and
key individuals related to these, including collectors, who may assist in the development of
the 20th and 21st century collection (Collections Manager / TBD)
●● Create advisory groups toward development of the museum collection (Museum Manager,
Collections Manager, Registrar, other museum staff)
●● Actively pursue collecting objects to fill identified gaps (Collections Manager)
●● Deaccession according to established policies (Collections Manager, Manager, Team
Leads)
●● Determine where best to relocate the Education Collection, exhibit cases, props and other
equipment (Collections Manager, Engagement & Education Manager, Facilities staff)
●● Develop an action plan, identify and assign tasks to staff and partners, establish a timeline
and budget (if applicable)
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PART 9:
EVALUATION
The evaluation of the success of the Plan will be ongoing, with updates from the collection staff
on a yearly basis and will be based on the criteria outlined in the Plan (time period associations,
provenance and place of manufacture, cultural-historical value and classification) and progress in
accomplishing the next steps.

PART 10:
REVIEWING THE PLAN
The Collections Manager should review and update this Plan every five years in order to keep it
a current and living document and keep abreast of changes, improvements and challenges to the
development of the collection. This can be done in conjunction with identifying redundancies in the
collection and a once-per-five-year deaccessioning schedule.
Changes to the Plan can be presented to Council and the media as they occur every five years,
keeping Grey Roots’ collection from stagnating and keeping it in the public mind as a repository for
the County’s material heritage.
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SUMMARY
This Plan will serve as another useful tool by which to evaluate potential donations.
The Plan recommends that general collecting of 19th century artefacts continue on a passive or caseby-case basis with objects offered for donation evaluated, as they are now, against guidelines such
as condition, duplication in the existing collection, and provenance. The Plan also recommends
that more focused, proactive collecting be directed toward specific themes, or areas of distinction
that reflects important aspects of the County’s more recent 20th and 21st century history which
reflect unique characteristics of Grey County. These collecting themes include local manufacturing, objects that celebrate community, and natural history.
These collecting areas of distinction include, but are not limited to:
●● Manufacturing - Industrial objects that illustrate Grey County’s manufacturing history up
to the present time – especially agriculture and food processing, furniture, logging and
forestry, foundering, brickmaking, cement production, land and water transportation parts,
food production and packaging, and the environmental science and technology sector
●● Personal objects that celebrate Grey County’s past and current community life including
settlers, First People, past and current residents and recent immigrants
●● Natural history objects that are representative of Grey County’s position between Georgian
Bay and the Niagara Escarpment, and illustrate its unique natural environment (modern
flora and fauna, pre-historic life, and natural formations)
Certain objects from the later 20th and 21st centuries, in particular, pose a dilemma for museums
that broadly collect a community’s history. With so many mass-produced consumer goods (e.g.
toys, furniture, home décor objects) now made outside of Canada, the question arises of who
will collect the objects that will help to set the stage in museum exhibits centering on the various
decades of the 20th and 21st centuries.
North America is feeling the after effects of an industrial devolution, and Grey County is no different.
Manufacturing has largely moved off-shore. In the latter half of the 19th century and throughout the
20th century, Grey County was a major contributor to the manufacturing life of Canada, notably in the
areas of raw timber, woolen and wheat products, furniture, cement, silk stockings, woolen textiles,
marine motors and propellers, wooden furniture, and animal feed. Grey County still remains an
important centre for manufacturing in some of these industries, e.g. furniture, automobile parts and
power transmission components (motors) and in new industries, such as environmental bio-recycling, satellite communications, and food processing.
In the past few years, Grey Roots has completed preliminary research into the furniture manufacturing industry as part of an exhibition on the subject, exploring the development of one specific
manufacturing area of distinction.
The Collecting Plan acknowledges there will be exceptions to these collecting principles. There
will be occasions when objects do not relate to one of the centres of excellence, but, for various
reasons (their uniqueness, their curiosity value, for example), are worthy of inclusion in a County
collection. The Plan recommends that general collecting continues on an ad hoc basis allowing
for flexibility in decision making. Furthermore, there may be some collections already owned by
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the museum that should be augmented. Most notably, Moreston Heritage Village will continue to
develop and mature, requiring acquisition of objects that help celebrate Grey County in the early
20th century and collecting artefacts that focus on areas of distinction in the 21st century and beyond.
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MS-GR-002-001 Acquisition and Deaccession Procedure
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CORPORATE PROCEDURE

Acquisition and Deaccession Procedure
Approved by: County Council

Date Approved: April 7, 2015

Last Revision Date: March 4, 2015

Replaces: GR-02-07

Scheduled for Review by: 2020
Procedure Number: MS-GR-002-001

Parent Policy Number: MS-GR-002

References and Related Documents
MS-GR-002 Grey Roots Collections Management Policy
ADM-02-09 Valuation of Donations Policy
By-law 4696-10 to replace Records Retention Schedule of By-law 4481-08
Schedule to ADM-06-08 Amended Records Retention Revised 2010
A-FIN-001-001 Purchasing Procedures
GR-01-07 Loans Policy
Forms
Moreston Heritage Village Building Policy App Matrix June 2 2010
Grey Roots Artefact Deed of Gift
Grey Roots Temporary Custody Receipt
Grey Roots Archives Deed of Gift Form
Grey Roots Archives Accession Form
Grey Roots Archives Photograph Release Form
Grey Roots Archives Oral History Materials Release Form
Grey Roots Archives Oral History Copyright Release Form
Grey Roots Archives Transfer Agreement Form Archives Copy
Grey Roots Archives Transfer Agreement Form Municipality Copy
Grey Roots Archives Deaccession Form
Grey Roots Archives Archival Material Loan Agreement
Grey Roots Archives Community Loan Form
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Purpose
Adding items to the museum or archival collection is a core museum and archives function. Accessioning has legal and ethical obligations with regard to storage, management, documentation
and maintenance of the collections for the public and thus, should not be taken lightly. Generally,
only objects that have been evaluated and approved to be kept for the foreseeable future should
be accessioned.
On the other hand, in order for collections to thrive, they need to be treated as organic entities.
Sometimes, museums and archives need to deaccession and dispose of artefacts from their
collections to allow for better examples to enter the collection, and to remove objects that fall
outside the core collecting mandate, allowing museums to re-direct their resources towards the
remaining items. Carefully used, deaccessioning and disposal can make artefact and archival
collections, and therefore our heritage facilities, stronger.
This procedure outlines how artefact and archival acquisitions and deaccessions are to be executed.

Scope
This procedure applies to both the Museum and Archives collections at Grey Roots.

Ownership
All donors surrender all ownership rights upon signing the Deed of Gift form. All artefacts and
archival documents held by Grey Roots are regarded as assets of the County of Grey.

Essential Criteria for Acquisition
Grey Roots will consider the following in determining whether to accept or reject any artefacts or
archival material for its permanent collection:
1.0 The item(s) are largely primary or unique in nature and are identified. Emphasis is on original
material. Lack of information about the provenance or context of items may prevent their
acquisition.
2.0 There is proven relevance to the Mission of Grey Roots Museum and Archives. There must be
a direct Grey County connection for the items to be sought. Material of significance to other
archives, museums and cultural institutions should be directed to those institutions.
3.0 Physical condition and/or storage limitations will be considered. Acquisitions in poor condition
may be rejected due to the time and expense involved in their conservation compared to the
value of the evidence they contain or because their presence at Grey Roots may jeopardize
other artefacts or documents in the collection (ex. cellulose nitrate, lead). Grey Roots may
not be able to accommodate large collections without compromising other objectives.
4.0 Redundancy to the Collection will be considered. If the potential acquisition duplicates items
already in the collection, it will not be sought.
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5.0

Potential for present or future use will be considered. Acquisitions must have research or
exhibition value that extends beyond personal value to the donor.

6.0

Conditions of acquisition imposed by the donor and access restrictions will be considered.
Lengthy access and exhibition restrictions imposed by the donor detract from the goal of
providing research material and/or exhibitions for the public and may influence the decision
to make the acquisition.

7.0 Proof of ownership or rightful possession and completion of the Deed of Gift are necessary.
Grey Roots cannot accept donations if title is not clear. Any proven misrepresentation of
ownership will render a signed Deed of Gift form null and void and the donation will be
returned to its rightful owners if they do not wish to transfer title to Grey Roots.
8.0 Materials not accepted by Grey Roots shall be returned to the prospective donor. Materials are
the responsibility of the donor until such time as the Grey Roots formally accepts them. Such
evaluations will be made prior to, but if necessary after, acquisition formalities are completed.

Responsibility
The Collections Manager is responsible for all accessions to the Museum’s permanent artefact
collection and the Reference Collection, and the Engagement & Education Manager is responsible
for all acquisitions to the Education collection. The Archivist is responsible for all accessions to the
Archives.
Where a potential donation is of a sensitive nature, of high-value and/or comprised of large objects
or a large collection of objects, or when collections staff does not have expert knowledge of the
proposed donation, an Ad Hoc Acquisition Committee comprised of the Collections Manager, the
Registrar, the Museum Manager, and an appropriate content specialist to be determined by the
proposed donation. The committee’s responsibility is to determine whether the proposed donation
should be accessioned into the permanent artefact collection, acquired for the education collection,
accepted as unencumbered gifts of property, or declined.
In all such cases, staff will prepare a report on the proposed donation in advance, and the Grey
Roots Permanent Collection Acquisition Matrix attached as Schedule A will be utilized to help
facilitate the committee’s decision. The proposed donor will be notified in writing of the committee’s
decision within one week of the committee meeting.

Acquisition
In accordance with Grey County’s ADM-02-09 Valuation of Donations Policy, all donations with a
valuation in excess of $20,000 shall have Council approval.
It should be made clear to all prospective donors that upon signing the Deed of Gift for an object
that is to be accessioned, they surrender all ownership rights to the property identified therein.
Donors, upon request at the time of donation, may be issued a receipt for tax purposes. Grey Roots
will be the final arbiter of the method by which the donated item(s) are appraised and the appraisal
conclusion for income tax purposes. Such evaluations will be made prior to, but if necessary after,
acquisition formalities are completed.
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One copy of the Deed of Gift Form must be completed for the permanent records at Grey Roots. A
second copy must be completed for the donor if a tax receipt is requested. A second copy may also
be completed for the donor in any circumstance upon request. All acquisitions will be assigned an
accession number and recorded using the relevant Accession Form.
At the time of donation, if staff determines that a potential donation is better suited to its education
or reference library collection (the item does not meet Grey Roots’ collecting mandate but the item
is still useful for demonstrations or research), the potential donor must sign a Temporary Custody
Receipt acknowledging and giving permission for the object to be placed in this non-accessioned
collection. The collections manager will notify the Education and Interpretation staff that the item
has been added to the education or reference library collection.
When items enter into the Archival Collection via private donation, either by an individual or an
organization, they are received through Deed of Gift and accessioned into the collection by means
of the Accession Form. Accession may also occur by purchase, which is more infrequent. The
Archives prefers the donation of original photographs, but the Photograph Release Form exists as
a second best option to allow for a high resolution scan along with the donation of image rights.
Similar rights and copyright release forms exist for oral history projects: a Copyright Release
Form for the person(s) conducting an oral history interview and a Materials Release Form for the
person(s) being interviewed.
The Archives is also a repository for government records. Legislation states ownership for municipal
records resides with the creating municipality. In the case of transferred municipal records, the
Archives is their permanent custodian as provided under the Municipal Act, 2001, Sec. 254. Ultimate
ownership and responsibility for the records, access to them and their protection lies with the municipality. It is the responsibility of the Archives to arrange and describe the records, enable access
and protect confidential information under the direction of the municipality. Transferring agencies
may request temporary return of specific records for short-term administrative use. The Archives
also holds provincial land records for Grey County on long-term loan from the Archives of Ontario.

Tax Benefits
Tax receipts will be issued upon request, but not until after the Deed of Gift Form has been signed
and the archival material or artefact is in the custody of Grey Roots.
Grey Roots cannot provide the potential donor with any indication of the fair market value of the
item(s) before they have been formally donated and an appraisal has taken place. Market value
appraisals are outside the preserve of Grey Roots staff. Grey Roots will not offer fair market value
assessments of heritage material for any other purpose than tax receipts for donations.
The donor will be informed of the time frame in which he or she may expect a tax receipt at the
time of donation. It is the responsibility of the donor to seek expert advice from accountants and/or
lawyers regarding the donor’s eligibility for tax benefits.
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Ethics
The intent of all acquisitions will be to add to the accessioned collections of the Museum and
Archives for use in accordance with the Grey Roots’ Mission. Once an item is accessioned, it will
remain in the Museum or Archives’ collections in perpetuity except as provided for under “Essential
Criteria for Deaccession”, and Grey Roots will not return or relinquish ownership of the item(s)
unless an item meets these criteria.
Grey Roots will exercise all rights of ownership over its collections, including rights of display mode
or duration, loans, conservation, storage, deaccession and disposal, publication, and photo reproduction as it sees fit.
Grey Roots will not collect for the expressed purpose of market re-sale, although this may be the
outcome of a later decision to deaccession and dispose of an artefact or archival item.
No committee or staff members shall use their office or position to acquire artefacts/documents for
private collection or personal gain.
Grey Roots will not accept or accession objects into its accessioned collections, which are not
legally acquired or rightfully owned by the donor or the estate of the same. All donors, or their
legally appointed representative(s), will be charged with full responsibility for establishing their
rightful ownership of prospective donations, and will confirm the same by signing the Deed of Gift.

Deaccession
This is the process by which the item(s) is (are) removed from Grey Roots and can be implemented
only upon the recommendation of Grey Roots Collections Manager or Archivist (as applicable) to
and after approval by the Museum Manager and Committee of the Whole.
De-accessioning is a serious matter. The process, along with the resulting “disposal”, if not carefully
handled, can have breech of public trust implications for Grey Roots, compromising its credibility as
a repository for heritage collections. Justification for the decision will follow those considerations
delineated under Essential Criteria for Deaccession.
All deaccessioning processes will adhere to the museum standards set by the Ontario Ministry of
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport, and the ethical guidelines of the International Council of
Museums (ICOM), the Canadian Museum Association (CMA) and in accordance with provincial
and federal legislation.
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Essential Criteria for Deaccession
Grey Roots’ right to deaccesion, apart from being an automatic right of ownership, shall in practice
always be exercised first and foremost in consideration of the trust placed in Grey Roots Museum
and Archives by the original donor(s).
In order to undertake the decision whether or not to deaccession, the following will be considered:
1.0 Relevance to Grey County and Grey Roots’ Mission;
2.0

Representativeness and completeness of the artefact or archival material; In the interests
of protecting Grey Roots from the obligation to store and conserve the item(s) which have
become redundant by the acquisition of identical or nearly identical objects in superior
condition.

3.0 Completeness of documentation and provenance;
4.0 Effective use in current and future exhibitions, research, interpretation and public use;
5.0

Correcting old accessioning mistakes; sometimes display cases, reproductions, exhibition
props, photocopies, library books, etc. are assigned accession numbers relating to enthusiastic cataloguers’ activities. Since these were never meant to be part of the accessioned
collection, they should be removed.

6.0 Condition of the item; items that have reached a state of deterioration such that conservation
is no longer considered practical or within the means of Grey Roots, or the deterioration or
chemical make-up or components pose a serious health risk to staff or risk of damage to
other artefacts or archival material should be deaccessioned.
7.0 Ethical issues related to ethnographic collections and human remains;
8.0

Restrictions on legal title - this occurs when an individual or their estate can prove superior
legal title to the museum. This is commonly in connection to “permanent” or “long-term”
loans, or where someone “donated” a work they did not own, or where a “temporary deposit”
was never either picked up by the owner or a gift agreement signed.

The right to deaccesion is part of the Grey Roots Collections Management Policy and will be
carefully explained to all potential donors so that there will be no reason for them to doubt the
integrity of the Museum or Archives and, in turn, Grey Roots, in respect to their intended donation.
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De-Accessioning Procedure
The recommendation to deaccession an item will be made in the form of a Report to the Committee
of the Whole with the reason(s) for the recommendation and an outline of the items’ future (i.e.
transferal to another non-accessioned collection within the museum or disposal to another museum,
etc.).
A record of the de-accession will be entered on its Accession Form, Deed of Gift Form, Accession
Form and/or donor file or box (as applicable), which will include: the de-accession date of Committee
on the Whole approval, if the accession is full or partial, the reason for the deaccession, the manner
of disposal, and any proceeds from the disposal.
Where an item is deaccessioned because of 1 – 5 under Essential Criteria for Deaccessioning,
the method of disposal should be in the best interest of the artefact, Grey Roots and the public, by
making all effort to keep it in the public domain.
In this vein, disposal of the item may be carried out by first transferring it to another non-accessioned
collection within the museum. Artefacts with significant national, regional or local importance should
be directed towards appropriate public institutions. After this, disposal may be made by donating
or selling the item to, or trading it with another archive, museum or heritage-based institution, and
then another non-profit, public and relevant institution.
If disposal cannot be made by the above methods, and the item retains some possible market
value, a reasonable attempt may be made to recover the latter in accordance with the County’s
A-FIN-001-001 Purchasing Procedures, following its de-accessioning. For this to be practical, such
value recovered should considerably outweigh the cost to recover it. Revenue so obtained will go
back into the collection, either as new acquisitions funds or for direct care and support costs of the
collection.
If the artefact is disposed of by public auction, all object ID numbers and other identification tags/
labels will be removed. If it is remaining in the public domain, ID numbers and other identification
tags/labels will be discussed with the recipient institution, as they may wish to retain these as part
of the object’s history.
Where an item is deaccessioned because of 6 under Essential Criteria for Deaccessioning,
depending on the severity of deterioration, disposal can be left to the discretion of the Collections
Manager, or Archivist (as applicable), either by the above method or where practical, by destroying
and disposing of all physical remains using reasonable health and safety precautions. The
destruction must be witnessed by a representative of the Committee of the Whole or by both the
County Clerk and the Manager of Museum and Archives.
Where an item is deaccessioned because of seven or eight under Essential Criteria for Deaccessioning, Grey Roots will adhere to all applicable laws and/or court orders and be in accordance with
professional ethical standards.
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Schedule A
Should this/these object(s) be accepted into Grey Roots’ permanent artefact collection?

Grey Roots has sufficient resources to care for this object consistent
with Museum Standards (staff, HVAC controlled space, specialized
containers, etc.)

Yes

No

The object was manufactured or otherwise produced or designed in
Grey County

Yes

No

The object is unique in nature – singular or rare (not mass produced)

Yes

No

The object is identified - There is documentation and/or archival support,
e.g. photographs, first or second person written or oral history(ies),
facsimile advertisements, etc.

Yes

No

There is proven relevance to the Mission of Grey Roots (the object
relates to one or more identified interpretive themes)

Yes

No

The object is in good or better condition

Yes

No

The object’s potential for present or future exhibition and/or research
use is high

Yes

No

There are no donor considerations or conditions

Yes

No

If “No” the object cannot be accessioned into the
permanent artefact collection.

Objects must receive at least six YES scores to be considered for addition to the Grey Roots
permanent artefact collection.
If declined for the permanent artefact collection, the Acquisition Committee may consider accepting
the item for the Teaching Collection or for fundraising purposes.
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