MOVE GREY
DISCUSSION PAPER

www.grey.ca
MOVE GREY - DISCUSSION PAPER
Grey.ca | 519-376-2205 | planning@grey.ca

1

INTRODUCTION

Move Grey looks at how we move people, goods, information, and services into, out of and
through the County. In a rural area as large and diverse as Grey County, movement can be
a challenge. It’s critical that we have the transportation, services, and technology in place to
support the needs of our residents, tourists, and businesses, so we can grow and thrive.
Transportation and the need for more transportation options came up at many
conversations we had with the community. According to the Vital Signs report completed in
2016 for Grey Bruce, 45% of survey respondents said current options for public transit are
poor. Improving transportation options for all residents and businesses in Grey County is
critical.
Active transportation is getting around using power from our bodies. This includes by foot,
bicycle, skis, skateboard/longboard, snowshoe and other means. Providing more
opportunities for active transportation was highlighted by the community. This not only
means making communities more walkable and accessible for all, but providing
opportunities for cycling and skateboarding. We also heard the importance of increasing
the supply of trails and connections to existing trails.
Access to affordable services was also raised by residents and businesses. This includes
access to natural gas and affordable electricity. Municipal water and sewer services were
highlighted as a need to support development within our communities. Access to high
speed internet (broadband) throughout the County was another service highlighted as being
very important to support the needs of our residents and businesses now and into the
future.
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INTRODUCTION
Based on comments received through the first round of
community consultation, we made the following four
sub-themes under the Move Grey theme:

Figure 1

1. Transportation via air, boat, car, truck or public transit
2. Active transportation including by foot, bicycle, skis,
snowshoe or other means
3. Servicing including water, sewers, and utilities
4. Information and technology needs including the County’s
broadband network
A number of background studies have been completed over
the past few years that relate to comments we heard. Policy
documents have also been created by the Province and other
groups which can be used as part of the County Official Plan.
The following are key documents to consider under Move
Grey:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Image Source - Vital Signs, Community

Provincial Policy Statement 2014
Foundation Grey Bruce, 2016
Grey County Transit Study 2014
Grey County Transportation Master Plan 2014
Grey County Development Charges Background Study 2016
Youth Moving Safely with Active Transportation 2011
Grey Bruce Community Picture – Healthy Communities Partnership 2014
Complete Streets Policy and Implementation Guide for Grey Bruce
Building Healthy Communities Together: Active and Alternative Transportation to
Support Healthy Living in Grey Bruce 2009
Planning by Design – A Healthy Communities Handbook 2009
Grey County Age-Friendly Planning Study 2017
Historic Landfills Study
Sourcewater Protection Plans (SPP) – Grey Sauble SPP, South Georgian Bay
Lake Simcoe SPP, and Grand River SPP

This discussion paper highlights some of the background and policy documents
completed over the past few years that relate to the comments we heard from the
community. Policy options have also been highlighted.
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TRANSPORTATION VIA AIR, BOAT, CAR,
TRUCK OR PUBLIC TRANSIT
Motorized vehicles are essential for traveling the County due to our vast geography.
Most people who work in Grey County commute by car, truck, bus or as a passenger in
a vehicle. Most children in Grey County get to school by bus or by car. According to the
Grey County Community Profile, more than 19% of workers living in Grey County work
outside of Grey County and 17% of people working in Grey County live outside of Grey
County. This shows that travelling by vehicle is important for people that live and work
in Grey County. Although not everyone has access to a vehicle.
Figure 2
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TRANSPORTATION VIA AIR, BOAT, CAR,
TRUCK OR PUBLIC TRANSIT
Through conversations with the community, residents described the need to:
•
•
•
•

access training opportunities
access employment
get to medical appointments and other health services
access groceries, pharmacies and other retail stores

There are existing transit providers throughout the County, however typically riders are
restricted to those that meet specific criteria set by the transit provider (e.g. riders must
be over the age of 18, riders must have a disability, etc.). Transit offered within the City
of Owen Sound, Meaford and in parts of the Town of The Blue Mountains don’t have
these restrictions.
A Rural Transit Study was completed in 2014. The study identified people living in
poverty and youth as the two groups with the highest need of transportation services.
The study revealed that the best way to improve rural transportation in Grey County is
better coordination amongst existing transportation providers. It was recommended that
technology be used to coordinate rides and to create a single point of contact for
residents.
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TRANSPORTATION VIA AIR, BOAT, CAR,
TRUCK OR PUBLIC TRANSIT
In 2015, Grey County received funding from the Ministry of Transportation to help
improve rural transportation in our area. Grey County has worked with local transit
stakeholders to develop a pilot program. Home and Community Support Services Grey
Bruce (HCSS) was chosen as the lead agency for the pilot project. HCSS provides
widespread service in Grey County, operates a call centre and has software needed to
coordinate multiple rural transit providers. This pilot has shown an increase in rides
being offered by the coordinated providers and has expanded into under-served areas
in Grey County. We need to build on the success of the pilot project and look for more
chances to assist those living in poverty and youth.
The Province has set out policies in the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) that create
the government’s vision for creating built environments and how we use and manage
our land and resources. The PPS applies to all
of Ontario and includes a number of policies
relating to the comments we heard under Move
Grey. For transit, the PPS encourages growth
and development targeted to areas along
existing transit corridors. When developing
policies for the Official Plan, we can support
transportation by focusing on housing
densities and mixed-land use. This way
people will live closer to lands accessible by
transit, or where future transit could exist.
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TRANSPORTATION VIA AIR, BOAT, CAR,
TRUCK OR PUBLIC TRANSIT
A Transportation Master Plan for Grey County was completed in 2014. The
Transportation Master Plan is a strategic plan that directs policies and infrastructure
initiatives in Grey County. In 2015, Council received the Transportation Master Plan
and recommended a number of priority action items. The following action items are
currently being addressed by the Transportation Services department:
•
•
•
•

•

updating the paved shoulder program to improve active transportation
opportunities
creating a functional classification of roads
developing criteria for determining when a
bridge should be replaced or closed
investigating costs to exchange ‘even-length’
road sections with municipalities to improve
the County road network
exploring ‘connecting links’ with our local
municipalities for County roads that travel
through settlement areas. This means local
municipalities would look after the
connecting links and the County would
provide funds to help maintain the links.
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TRANSPORTATION VIA AIR, BOAT, CAR,
TRUCK OR PUBLIC TRANSIT
Some recommendations within the Transportation Master Plan also include the
below policy changes that can be considered in the Official Plan:
•
•

•
•

Ensuring development and transportation policies are supportive of transit where
transit exists or could be developed.
Identifying the functional classification of roads in the Official Plan and including
policies based on the function of the road. This includes policies for County roads in
settlement areas.
Ensuring new developments consider community traffic calming measures and an
accessible design and layout.
Including policies that support and protect harbours, airports and former rail
corridors.

Ports, harbours and airports in Grey County also provide transportation opportunities for
our residents, businesses and visitors. We have one port in Grey County which is
located in the City of Owen Sound. This port is open for navigation nine to ten months
of every year. There are a number of lake vessels that use this port for transporting
goods such as grain, cement and salt to name a few. There are also a number of
recreational harbours in Grey County (e.g. Owen Sound, Meaford and Thornbury).
These are used by residents and visitors for recreational purposes, and by local fish
businesses for charter services. There is also the Big Bay dock which is used to access
Griffith Island and White Cloud Island. Policies should be considered that protect our
ports and harbours and encourage new development that can use these for
transportation options. Development around the ports and harbours should be designed
to be compatible, and designed to attract residents and visitors by including trails and
recreational spaces.
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TRANSPORTATION VIA AIR, BOAT, CAR,
TRUCK OR PUBLIC TRANSIT
There are also a few airports in Grey County and neighbouring counties. The largest
airport in Grey County is the Wiarton Keppel International Airport. This airport is used
for transporting people for medical emergencies, for landing search and rescue aircraft,
and can also be used for transporting goods. Other airports include the Owen Sound
airport, and the Hanover Saugeen Airport, and the Collingwood Airport.
The Provincial Policy Statement says airports, rail facilities and marine facilities should
be protected from new development by ensuring new development is designed,
buffered, and/or separated from each other. Although Grey County no longer has rail,
we still have a number of former rail corridors that are primarily being used for trails. It
will be important to consider policies that protect these former rail corridors for trail use,
and in the event rail was to ever return to the area.
Grey County completed a development charges background study in 2016. A
development charges background study identifies services that need to be improved or
added to support growth and development. The Grey County Development Charges
Background Study identifies a number of road improvements that need to be made over
the next 20 or more years to support growth in our area. A fee is charged to new
development to help pay for these improvements. The intent is for ‘growth to pay for
growth’. The County currently collects development charges for residential development
and for wind turbines. Municipalities also have the option of applying a development
charge for commercial and industrial developments. It is important to identify the major
road improvements that are anticipated by the development charges background study
in the Grey County Official Plan to ensure these corridors are considered and protected
when new development is considered.
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TRANSPORTATION VIA AIR, BOAT, CAR,
TRUCK OR PUBLIC TRANSIT
There are some developments that create a large amount of truck traffic. These include
industrial uses such as pit and quarry operations. Over the past few years, the County
has required the completion of road assessments and/or traffic studies for some of these
new developments and other types of developments that will create a large amount of
traffic. Road assessments study the impact a development would have on the lifespan
and condition of the road. A traffic impact study identifies the traffic impacts that may be
caused by the development. The community expressed the importance of assessing the
combined impacts of truck traffic from these industrial operations. This topic should be
considered further when preparing policies for the Official Plan.
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ACTIVE AND ACCESSIBLE TRANSPORTATION
INCLUDING BY FOOT, BICYCLE, SKIS,
SNOWSHOE OR OTHER MEANS
Providing more opportunities for active transportation
is important to the community. This includes making
communities more walkable and accessible for all.
We heard there is demand for more cycling
infrastructure such as bike lanes on all roads,
including Provincial Highways. We also need to
provide more trails and improve connections to
existing trails.
Choosing active transportation can encourage people
to lead healthier lifestyles. The Grey Bruce
Community Picture prepared by the Grey Bruce
Health Unit found the rate of overweight and obesity in
Grey Bruce is 59%, or 3 out of 5 people. According to the ‘Youth Moving Safely with
Active Transportation’ report prepared by the Grey Bruce Health Unit and the Hanover
Walkerton Active Transportation Committee, walking or cycling in at least 10 minute
segments can have positive health effects.
In addition to health benefits, active transportation can also reduce transportation costs,
traffic congestion and pollution from vehicles, and contribute to a more connected
community. Active transportation as tourism activities (e.g. hiking, cycling, skiing, etc.)
can also provide economic benefits for our communities.
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ACTIVE AND ACCESSIBLE TRANSPORTATION
INCLUDING BY FOOT, BICYCLE, SKIS,
SNOWSHOE OR OTHER MEANS
It will be important to ensure transportation options support all age groups. The County
partnered with students from the University of Guelph to prepare recommendations on
how we can achieve age-friendly communities. The students interviewed and surveyed
a number of people in Grey County and based on what they heard made the following
recommendations:
•

Improve community participation in the transit planning process and apply the 8 to
80 lens. Systems that work for an 8 year old and an 80 year old should work for all.

•

Investigate options to increase transportation opportunities in the County by
examining the viability of improvements to community-based volunteer transit
programs further, and collaborating with local school boards to use non-traditional
transportation options.

•

Address active transportation planning in the Official Plan.

•

Encourage further development and enhancement of pedestrian trails throughout the
County, including multiple use trails.

•

Support trail routes created by a linked system between community facilities, major
parks and open space areas.

•

Support community-based active transportation planning at the municipal level.

•

Support ageing in place and consider creating mobility services, for those who are
not mobile.
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ACTIVE AND ACCESSIBLE TRANSPORTATION
INCLUDING BY FOOT, BICYCLE, SKIS,
SNOWSHOE OR OTHER MEANS
We can see the value in considering some of these recommendations through policy
review when updating our Official Plan. As well, the Grey Bruce Health Unit worked
with consultants to prepare a Complete Streets Policy and Implementation Guide for
Grey and Bruce counties. Complete streets are designed for all age groups and modes
of travel. They are designed to provide safe access for everyone whether you are
using transit, driving a car, walking or cycling. Complete streets are important to
consider in Grey County. Our population is ageing, we have high rates of physical
inactivity, we have high rates of people using cars and there is a growing demand for
cycling both for transportation and tourism. The Complete Streets Guide indicates
there are economic benefits for having complete streets including an increase in
property values, promoting tourism and reducing maintenance and operation costs for
municipalities.
Some of the recommendations for
municipalities found in this guide
included developing and implementing
policies that support complete streets
and developing an action plan in
partnership with the Grey Bruce Health
Unit. The Complete Streets Guide
should be considered when creating
policies that support all modes of
transportation.
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ACTIVE AND ACCESSIBLE TRANSPORTATION
INCLUDING BY FOOT, BICYCLE, SKIS,
SNOWSHOE OR OTHER MEANS
The County Transportation Services Department is exploring opportunities for paving
shoulders along County roads. This will provide more opportunities for cycling along our
roads. The Transportation Master Plan recommended that active transportation be
encouraged by ensuring new developments are walkable and that parks and open
space and trails are included. Connecting to existing trails will also be an important
consideration. Grey County has also started a Recreational Trails Master Plan which
will explore what trail uses should be permitted on County trails and to recommend
improvements to the trails for our residents and visitors.
People need safe places to walk. Making our communities more walkable and
accessible is important for the safety and health of our residents. When we design our
communities we need to put pedestrians first and design them in ways that support all
age groups. For new developments we need to consider how people will walk or bike
through a development and make sure this can be done safely and with ease.
Where we live, work and play can affect our health. By modifying and creating a healthy
built environment our overall health will improve. The Grey Bruce Health Unit created a
document in 2009 called ‘Building Healthy Communities Together: Active and Alternative
Transportation to Support Healthy Living in Grey Bruce’. This Study examined the
effects of transportation on health and makes recommendations to improve the health of
our communities. This document indicated a collection of healthy public policies over
time can help the community achieve a high quality of life for all residents. One policy
recommendation was for municipalities to include healthy public policy in official plans
that support increasing active and alternative transportation while reducing motor vehicle
dependency. The study noted that this may be accomplished by:
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ACTIVE AND ACCESSIBLE TRANSPORTATION
INCLUDING BY FOOT, BICYCLE, SKIS,
SNOWSHOE OR OTHER MEANS
•

Providing opportunities for and promoting intensification of residential and
employment areas.

•

Providing opportunities for a mix of land uses where homes are in proximity to
workplaces, shopping, entertainment, and daily amenities.

•

Increasing the connectivity of and options for alternative transportation including
public/mass transit, carpooling, walking, cycling, etc., both within and between
municipalities and regions.

•

Improving accessibility to necessary amenities (e.g. bicycle racks and storage in
safe well-lit areas).

•

Increasing walking and cycling opportunities through the development of a
connected trail network.

•

Improving existing trail accessibility.

•

Improving sidewalk quality and connectivity throughout communities.

•

Improving safety and providing attractive built and natural environments for
alternative transportation. This might be accomplished by creating or modifying play
grounds, implementing traffic calming measures, creating bike lanes and retrofitting
existing infrastructure.

•

Improving pedestrian safety by requiring sidewalks in all development areas
including residential, commercial, and industrial; creating raised pedestrian islands
to ease street crossings; using pedestrian friendly traffic signals; reducing the
widths of roads, driveways; and, intersections, separating pedestrians from vehicles
with curbs and street trees, and reducing vehicle speed.
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ACTIVE AND ACCESSIBLE TRANSPORTATION
INCLUDING BY FOOT, BICYCLE, SKIS,
SNOWSHOE OR OTHER MEANS
In addition to the policy recommendations identified in the Building Healthy
Communities Together document, the Grey County Transportation Master Plan
identified the following active transportation policy recommendations:
•

Promote accessibility for all ages and abilities (e.g. ramps, pedestrian grade
separations) through planning and design guidelines for new and retrofit
infrastructure.

•

Promote enhanced pedestrian design features (e.g. street furniture, benches,
streetscape features separating pedestrians from traffic) along pedestrian priority
corridors.

•

Promote walk and cycle to school programs through outreach initiatives with school
boards, teachers and parents.

•

Develop guidelines and policies for implementing supporting infrastructure such as
parking lots at trailheads, rest stops, wayfinding signage, etc.

•

Develop walkability guidelines for Grey and incorporate walkability audits into
transportation and traffic studies.

•

Support changes to the Highway Traffic Act that permit cycling on the shoulder of a
roadway.

•

Include consultation and engagement with local municipalities, neighbouring
municipalities/counties, Regional Tourism Organization 7 (RTO7) and active
transportation stakeholders (i.e. cycling groups and recreational clubs/associations).

While not all of the above policy recommendations can be addressed in an official plan,
we would like to discuss some of these ideas further and see what will work best.

MOVE GREY - DISCUSSION PAPER
Grey.ca | 519-376-2205 | planning@grey.ca

15

SERVICING INCLUDING WATER, SEWERS,
AND UTILITIES
Access to affordable utilities such as water, sewers, natural gas and hydro is very
important for the health and financial wellbeing of our residents and businesses. We
need clean and safe water to survive. We need it to drink, to cook and for staying
clean. Following the tragic events that took place in Walkerton, Ontario in 2000, the
Province took action to ensure drinking water is safe for everyone. There were a
number of recommendations that followed the Walkerton inquiry including development
of source protection plans across the Province. A source protection plan outlines steps
and policies that we need to take to keep our water clean. Source protection plans
identify threats to our water and identify ways to help prevent these threats from
contaminating our water. The Sourcewater Protection Plans in our area apply to
municipal drinking water supplies only. There are three Sourcewater Protection Plans
within Grey County. The plans identify municipal drinking water sources and require
policies to protect our drinking water. These will need to be included in the new Official
Plan.
Managing our sewage and human waste is important to our health and the health of our
environment. The Provincial Policy Statement includes a number of policy
considerations for servicing growth and development. This includes policies that
support the use of municipal water and sewer systems and identify situations when
development can be considered using private wells and septic systems. These policies
will also need to be considered in the Grey County Official Plan.
Natural gas is another service we heard is important to our residents and businesses
for reducing energy and heating costs. Some Grey County communities have access
to natural gas as an alternative source of energy and heating. Residents and
businesses in the area said hydro costs are too high. Some businesses have even
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SERVICING INCLUDING WATER, SEWERS,
AND UTILITIES
switched to gas powered generators to reduce their energy costs. Others have installed
solar panels or wind turbines to keep their energy costs low. Some residents and
businesses are not able to afford generators or alternative energy sources leaving them
with hydro being their only option. If natural gas was provided to more areas in Grey
County, it would give residents and businesses alternate energy options. Policies could
be considered to support the extension of natural gas to service new developments
when possible.
Stormwater management policies are also included in the Provincial Policy Statement.
Stormwater is water from rain and from melting snow and ice. Managing stormwater
prevents flooding and ensures rivers and lakes aren’t contaminated. Climate change will
also need to be considered when it comes to managing stormwater. More frequent and
intensive storm events are likely. Climate change will be explored further in the Natural
Grey discussion paper.
Energy conservation and efficiency, improved air quality, reduced greenhouse gas
emissions and climate change adaption are items that the Provincial Policy Statement
recommends municipalities to consider. This can be achieved by developments that:
•
•
•
•
•

promote compact form
promote the use of active transportation and transit
focus freight-intensive land uses to areas served by highways, airports, rail facilities
(where they exist) and harbours
improve the mix of employment and housing uses
maximize vegetation/trees in settlement areas where possible
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Owen Sound Sewage Treatment Plant

SERVICING INCLUDING WATER, SEWERS,
AND UTILITIES
Dealing with the waste and garbage that we generate is always a challenge. By reusing
and recycling our ‘waste’ we have been able to divert much of it from going into landfills.
Some municipalities within Grey County have active landfill sites for waste. Other
municipalities no longer have an active landfill site and their waste is trucked outside of
Grey County. Consider how policy can regulate compatibility of new developments near
landfills sites will be important.
There are also a number of closed landfill sites across the County. In 2015, Grey
County completed a review of the closed landfill sites to verify the location of these sites
and to determine whether or not further studies are required before permitting nearby
development. The Province typically recommends that any development within 500
metres of a closed landfill site require further review before being considered. The
Landfill Review determined that there are some previously identified closed landfills that
don’t actually exist. These could be removed from the map in the Official Plan. Some
closed landfills are recommended to be kept on the map but development can be
permitted on the neighbouring properties without further review required. Other closed
landfill sites will still require review before new development can be considered. The
Ministry of Environment and Climate Change recommends keeping all the closed landfill
sites on the map in the Official Plan and to update the policies to address the recommendations made in the Landfill Review.
Some municipalities have also completed a detailed review of some of their past landfill
sites and have identified that development can be considered closer than 500 metres. It
will be important to include policies to reflect the findings of the historic landfill review
completed by the County and the municipalities.
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INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGY NEEDS
INCLUDING THE COUNTY’S BROADBAND
NETWORK.
The movement of data and information within and beyond the County is another
important consideration for the future of Grey County. Like roads, having fast and
reliable internet connection (broadband) is an essential component of our infrastructure.
This becomes even more important for rural areas like Grey County because broadband
keeps us connected. We need it to connect with the world for school, work, healthcare,
farming, to connect socially and more.
Grey County was named as one of the Top 7 Intelligent Communities in the world in
2017 by the Intelligent Communities Forum. We need to build on this success by
continuing to improve broadband access throughout Grey County. The provincial and
federal governments announced in 2016 that funding will be provided to improve
ultra-high speed internet throughout southwestern Ontario. SWIFT is leading this project
and Grey County is one of the municipal supporting partners.
SWIFT will provide major components of the broadband system throughout
southwestern Ontario; however, municipalities, developers and telecommunication
providers need to help connect each household and business. Municipalities can help
support broadband connectivity by including official plan policies that require new
developments to install either conduit or fibre. Conduit is a tube that allows fibre to be
pulled or blown through it in the future. Fibre is the fastest form of broadband
connectivity.
There have also been a number of technological advances in transportation over the
years that we need to be aware of. Electric vehicles are continually being improved by
offering a longer battery life in a single charge. Although the cost for electric vehicles is
still high, there have been some recent cost reductions and in some cases there are
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INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGY NEEDS
INCLUDING THE COUNTY’S BROADBAND
NETWORK.
government grants available to make them more affordable. We need to incorporate
policies that consider the location of charging stations for electric vehicles to make sure
they are accessible. As popularity increases, we also need to look at increasing the
supply of charging stations.
Driverless cars have also emerged as a possible new medium for travelling. There is still
quite a bit of research that is required before they become available to the general
public. We are aware policy will have to account for this new type of transportation.
However, we expect that this will not have an immediate impact on this official plan
update. Another area that may have future planning implications is the use of drones.
Will we see drones be used in the future to transport people and goods throughout our
communities? What policy considerations should we consider for drones? These are
just some of the questions we need to consider when preparing an official plan that will
work for the County over the next 20 years.
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MOVE GREY
– POLICY OPTION SUMMARY
Based on the background documents and what we heard from the community, the
following is a summary of some policy considerations for Recolour Grey and beyond.
We want to have more conversations with local municipalities, community organizations,
our residents, our businesses and our visitors to discuss these policy options to see
what would work best for our community. Will these policy options help to address the
transportation needs in our community? What else should we consider?

TRANSIT
•
•
•

•

•

Encourage growth and development along existing transit corridors.
Include transit-friendly policies in the Grey County Official Plan that support existing
and future transit options.
Investigate how different transportation options, including transit, can be connected
as an overall transportation system and include policies that would consider this for
new developments.
Include policies that support land use patterns, densities and a mix of uses that
reduce the length and number of vehicle trips, and that support the current and
future use of transit.
Apply the 8 to 80 lens when developing policies.
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MOVE GREY
– POLICY OPTION SUMMARY
HARBOURS, AIRPORTS AND RAIL CORRIDORS
•
•
•

Include policies that support and protect our harbours, airports and former rail
corridors.
Investigate how our harbours and airports fit in to the overall transportation system
and explore opportunities so that we can better use these assets.
Look for options to encourage freight-intensive land uses near our harbours and
airports.

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

Include policies that support active transportation (e.g. how can we encourage
active transportation in new developments).
Ensure communities are designed to be walkable and bike friendly by including
sidewalks, trails, connections to existing trails, and bike lanes.
Enhance cycling infrastructure road safety concerns around cycling, and safety for
Mennonite vehicles and larger farm equipment.
Shift towards a different transportation hierarchy that puts pedestrians first, cyclists
second, transit third, and cars and vehicles last. New developments should
consider this transportation hierarchy.
Include policies that promote complete streets.
Encourage further pedestrian trail development and accessibility by enhancing links
between community facilities, major parks, and open spaces. Improve pedestrian
safety by requiring sidewalks in all development areas including residential,
commercial, and industrial. Create raised pedestrian islands to ease street
crossings, using pedestrian friendly traffic signals, reduce road widths, driveways,
and intersections, separating pedestrians from vehicles with curbs and street trees,
and reduce vehicle speed.
Provide opportunities for and promote intensification of residential and employment
areas.
Promote enhanced pedestrian design features (e.g. street furniture, benches,
streetscape features separating pedestrians from traffic) along pedestrian priority
corridors.
Develop walkability guidelines for Grey and incorporate walkability audits into
transportation and traffic studies.
Support changes to the Highway Traffic Act that permit cycling on the shoulder of a
roadway.
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MOVE GREY
– POLICY OPTION SUMMARY
•
•

•
•

Provide opportunities for mixed land use to increase the supply of homes in
proximity to workplaces, shopping, entertainment and daily amenities.
Increase connectivity and options for alternative transportation including public/mass
transit, carpooling, walking, cycling, etc., both within and between municipalities and
regions.
Improve accessibility to necessary amenities (e.g. bicycle racks and storage in safe
well-lit areas).
Improve safety and provide aesthetically pleasing built and natural environments for
alternative transportation. This might be accomplished by creating or modifying
playgrounds, implementing traffic calming measures, creating bike lanes and
retrofitting existing infrastructure.

ROADS
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Include policies that promote complete streets that are designed for all age groups
and modes of travel.
Provide opportunities for road safety concerns for Mennonite vehicles and larger
farm equipment.
Identify the functional classification of roads in the Official Plan and include
policies based on the function of the road. This would include policies for County
roads in settlement areas.
Ensure new developments consider community traffic calming measures.
Explore policy options for assessing the combined impacts of truck traffic from
industrial operations, such as pits and quarries.
Include policies that protect existing and future transportation corridors.
Promote accessibility for all ages and abilities (e.g. ramps, pedestrian grade
separations) through planning and design guidelines for new and retrofit
infrastructure.

SERVICING
•
•
•
•

Include policies that support new development using municipal water and sewer
systems.
Include policies for considering when new development can be considered to be
serviced by private wells and septic systems.
Include policies for managing stormwater, including climate change considerations.
Protect municipal drinking water sources by implementing policies and mapping
identified in the Sourcewater Protection Plans.

MOVE GREY - DISCUSSION PAPER
Grey.ca | 519-376-2205 | planning@grey.ca

23

MOVE GREY
– POLICY OPTION SUMMARY
LANDFILLS
•
•

Implement the findings of the Closed Landfill Study and any detail landfill reviews
completed by municipalities.
Ensure any new development proposed near active or closed landfill sites is
compatible.

INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGY
•
•
•
•

Include policies that require new development to install either conduit or fibre and
connect to existing and future broadband networks such the future SWIFT network.
Charging stations for electric cars are needed.
Research policy considerations related to autonomous/driverless cars.
Explore policy considerations regarding the shared-economy (e.g. Uber, Car
Sharing, etc.).

BEYOND THE OFFICIAL PLAN
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Complete the Recreational Trails Master Plan for County forests and County Trails
to ensure the uses permitted on trails are compatible.
Continue to support the Rural Transit Pilot and use the findings from the project to
further expand and enhance transit opportunities throughout Grey County.
Explore transit opportunities to connect communities in Grey County and
communities outside of Grey County including the Greater Toronto Area. This could
include looking at innovative transit solutions such as using empty school buses or
using ride share services such as Uber.
Investigate options to increase transportation opportunities in the County by further
examining the viability of improvements to community-based volunteer transit
programs. Pursue potential collaboration opportunities with local school boards to
utilize non-traditional transportation options.
Provide mapping to show bike lanes, paved roads, gravel roads, and unmaintained
roads.
Investigate creating mobility services to assist those who are less mobile so they can
age in place.
Some additional roads need to be paved and Provincial Highways widened.
Need natural gas to communities/industry because hydro rates are too high.
Water and sewer are needed to support development.
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MOVE GREY
– POLICY OPTION SUMMARY
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Driverless or autonomous cars are currently being tested in some communities in
Ontario. What policy considerations will need to be made in order to support
driverless cars?
Promote walk and cycle to school programs through outreach initiatives with school
boards, teachers and parents.
Develop guidelines and policies for implementing supporting infrastructure such as
parking lots at trailheads, rest stops, wayfinding signage, etc.
Enhance signage for safety, wayfinding, cultural/historical, etc.
The Province needs to increase the aggregate levies in order to cover the costs of
the road impacts caused by aggregate operations.
Policies need to be considered to support electric vehicles including opportunities to
install charging stations in various locations throughout Grey County.
Update the paved shoulder program to improve active transportation opportunities.
Create a functional classification of roads.
Develop criteria for determining when a bridge should be replaced or closed.
Investigate costs to exchange ‘even-length’ road sections with municipalities to
improve the County road network.
Explore ‘connecting links’ with our local municipalities for County roads that travel
through settlement areas. This would mean that local municipalities would look after
the connecting links and the County would provide funds to help maintain the links.
Include consultation and engagement with local municipalities, neighbouring
municipalities/counties, Regional Tourism Organization 7 (RTO7) and active
transportation stakeholders (i.e. cycling groups and recreational clubs/associations).
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WHAT’S NEXT
These policy considerations will be presented to Council. Staff will then prepare draft
policies to address the items highlighted above. Further conversations with the
community will be held in the summer and fall of 2017 to see if these policies will
address the needs of the community now and into the future. The complete Official
Plan document will then be presented to Council for consideration.
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