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2017 has been a banner year for Grey County. Named to the Top 7
Intelligent Communities of the World, taking home national and
provincial marketing awards, strengthening our official planning
process through record community engagement and joining forces
with our neighbours to embark on a Tri-County partnership with
Bruce, Grey and Huron Counties in support of Bruce Power’s major
component replacement tops the list with just a few examples.
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Collaboration is visible at all levels, among departments, with and among member
municipalities and with our regional
neighbours. It’s everywhere you look
because we understand that no one wins
Everything we do is wrapped
going-it alone.
up into three overarching
I am so proud of our staff for their leadership
and action. You understand what it means
to partner, collaborate and build our County
as a community that benefits all.
Thank you to our community and business
leaders, residents and visitors for your
support and commitment to Grey County.
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corporate goals:
•

Grow the Grey County
Economy

•

Support Health,
Connected Communities

•

Deliver Excellence in
Governance and Service
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CHAPTER 1
MUNICIPAL UPDATE

CHATSWORTH
YEAR IN REVIEW
This has been a very busy and exciting year for the Township of
Chatsworth, including the adoption of a new Communications
Plan and launch of our new Township Facebook page. Eighty–
four residents participated in our community engagement
session to provide input in the Township’s new Strategic Plan
which was approved in June. Both of these documents can be
found on our website at www.chatsworth.ca.
While the Township had to make the difficult decision to close the
much loved Chatsworth Community Centre, a Chatty Closer and
Capital Campaign Kickoff Event was held on September 30th,
2017. The Township raised approximately $20,000.00 to begin
its fundraising efforts for a new community recreation centre.
Council has also appointed several community members to the
Community Recreation Task Force who have been tasked with
exploring the recreational needs for Township of Chatsworth
residents, with a view to recommending what is needed in our
new recreation centre. We know a new build is several years
away, but the planning and fundraising has begun. Donations
toward the new facility can be made by contact the Township
office.

The Township of Chatsworth has also just participated in a First
Impressions Exchange with the Municipality of North Middlesex
(Parkhill and Ailsa Craig). A team of staff and community
members from each municipality visit the other and conduct a
“first impressions survey”. This type of exchange helps
communities learn about their strengths and challenges as seen
through the eyes of first-time visitors. The feedback provided can
form the basis for positive and effective community action such
as downtown improvement initiatives and municipally-funded
façade improvement programs. The two municipalities will meet
in late November to hear their respective “feedback reports”. We
look forward to sharing those results with our residents and
business owners.

Grey County Economic Development
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ETHNOS CANADA
Stories by Leigh Best, photos were submitted.

For 50 years the Municipality of West Grey has had a hidden
gem within its property boundaries. The Canadian home office
for Ethnos Canada (formerly known as New Tribes Mission) is
settled amongst the towering trees covering over 100 acres on
the edge of Durham. Founded in 1942, today there are
approximately 200 people employed by this not-for-profit
organization that has a global impact serving in 30 countries
worldwide.
Ethnos (derived from the Greek word nation) is part of an
international network of partners with over 3,000 missionaries
serving in the regions of Africa, Asia Pacific, Latin America and
now Northern Canada. As the Canadian charity grew, the need
for a home office became evident. Everything that is campus
based is housed here in West Grey. A large part of what gives
Ethnos distinction is the amount of time dedicated to preparing
families for the rigours of serving overseas in remote contexts.
Having a training campus like the one here is invaluable and was
the original purpose when the property was purchased in 1968.
Currently there are approximately 120 people living on site, that
have travelled from around the world with their families to receive
the specialized training. Some of the staff and children live within
the community and participate in a multitude of service clubs,
churches and have without hesitation helped many of our
communities in times of need.
Ethnos’ goal is a thriving church for every people – and Bible
translation is a vital means to that end. In order for a church to
grow and survive they need the New Testament in their own
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native language. Mentoring and evangelism are a few of the
other facets that the devoted missionaries both teach and
understand bringing forth new and active disciples to continue
spreading the Word of God.
In order for missionaries abroad to be successful, a diverse and
diligent behind the scenes team is required. For many involved
the term missionary pilot is not foreign when referring to the
different aspects it takes in order to effectively work, support and
prepare future missionaries for work overseas.
While visiting the campus I was treated to a peek of the “Jungle
camp”. The public is welcome during the summer at the annual
open house. Not only will it provide a true glimpse into the
dedication of each of the students but also an insight to what
exactly it takes to be part of a team in remote locations… the
phrase “It takes a village” comes to mind.
Now 50 years into their role and growth in this community
Ethnos Canada continues to look for ways to be a blessing in
West Grey. For any further questions or to find out how to attend
the annual open house please do not hesitate to reach out by
contacting them via email info@ethnos.ca or visit their website:
www.ethnos.ca.

Grey County Economic Development
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MOLOK

Right here in our own back yard continues the vision and work of
Veikko Salli who created and developed The Molok Deep
Collection system. In 2012, West Grey became home to the
headquarters where continued growth and success has been
under the keen direction of his daughter Marja Hills. These
attractive and more echo friendly waste collection systems are
spread across the globe and now in over forty countries.
The focus of Molok Ltd stretches far beyond the continued
refinement of Deep Collection. Marja’s enthusiasm is contagious
when speaking of a different and more attractive approach to
waste collection. There is pride heard during conversation about
the men and women who are employed at the facility, most of
whom are residents of West Grey. “There is enjoyment hiring
West Grey residents our commitment is here to be part of the
community” The underlying message is one of growth and
expansion for both the company and the employee, each being
an asset to future success.
At every level there is understanding of each department, each
person has a part in the big picture. Marja wants all employees
to have a career not just a job at Molok. This forward thinking

Grey County Economic Development

|

Made in Grey

resonates through our conversation as talk of adding offices at
the plant and adding to the staff. The focus is clearly on growth.
This top-notch company culture has not gone unnoticed; they
have received numerous awards for their hard work and
innovation.
Waste is a fact of our lives but it does not mean our senses have
to be over loaded. Molok provides a cleaner solution. The
system is made with recycled and recyclable materials with
many different designs creating an aesthetically pleasing option
to holding waste. The containers, which are semi underground,
aid in the elimination of odour, they are durable and designed to
last decades. The deep collection bins need emptying only when
full. Less truck traffic means fewer emissions.
When looking for a community to set roots for Molok Deep
Collection, Marja immediately had the feeling “West Grey Gets
It!”
Connect with them molokna.com or on Facebook.
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THE WAVE HAS ARRIVED IN MEAFORD
Over the past decade, there has been a clear trend in
development and growth of communities along highway 26 and
Georgian Bay. The wave of development has seen populations
grow. Wasaga Beach’s population has risen 35% since 2006,
Collingwood has increased by almost 25% and over the past five
years the Town of The Blue Mountains has seen a population
increase of almost 10%. Smart developers and investors are
beginning to see that Meaford is the next community along
Georgian Bay to see a wave of new growth. Right now there are
more than 800 residential units in various stages of
development, preparing to meet the rising demand for housing in
the Meaford area.
The housing markets in the big cities are driving some of this
new growth. Greater Toronto Area home owners are taking
advantage of the market and cashing in to retire early, start a
new business or escape the big city. Young families are finding
it increasingly difficult to get into the housing market in the larger
city and are turning their focus to areas like Meaford that are
affordable, provide work opportunities and are located only 2
hours north of the GTA. The Municipality of Meaford has some
of Ontario’s most beautiful and unique natural landscapes and
geography, and it’s only minutes away from Blue Mountain
Resort, Ontario most popular resort.
The Municipality of Meaford enjoyed a record value for building
permits in 2016. As of October, 2017, Meaford has already
surpassed that record year with the number of permits keeping
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the pace, having already reached over $35 million. The average
price of a house has also surpassed the $400,000 mark - still a
fraction of the costs of a house compared to our neighbouring
community of the Town of the Blue Mountains, where the
average price exceeds $800,000.
Beyond the affordability of Meaford, people are attracted to the
beautiful vistas, panoramic landscapes, waterfront and water
view properties. Meaford is rich in a variety of agricultural
opportunities. The Niagara Escarpment and Georgian Bay,
where the deep water and moderating effects of the bay
combine with the protective cover of the Niagara Escarpment,
creates a unique microclimate of rich soils that are ideal for
grapes, pears and apples. Meaford is quickly becoming known
as ‘Niagara North’ as producers recognize the opportunity here
in Meaford to capitalize on the newest trend of cold hearty grape
growing for vintage wines, and apples for cider businesses.
A new cider business was one of the first recipients of Meaford’s
new Community Improvement Plan. This program provides
grants and loans to businesses in our rural area to encourage
restoration and adaptive reuse of commercial and agricultural
buildings, help expand businesses, and encourage
diversification with a focus on value-added agricultural, energy
efficiency retrofits.
The Municipality of Meaford saw another robust tourism season
in 2017, anchored by the award winning Big Red Chair Tour,

Grey County Economic Development
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LOOK AHEAD
FOR 2018
•

Construction begins on the new state-of-the-art
junior kindergarten to grade 12 ‘superschool’
accommodating more than 1000 students.

•

The Municipality of Meaford has purchased the
former Foodland property in downtown Meaford
and will begin the design and redeveloping it into
a state-of-the-art Library.

•

Animal lovers will celebrate the 125th
anniversary of the book Beautiful Joe, a
bestselling true story from Meaford written by

which operates from May – October and sends visitors to discover
some of the best Meaford has to offer. Whether it’s scenic
lookouts, parks, history or other nearby things to see and do, the
Big Red Chair Tour has been an outstanding attraction that has
connected visitors with places to see, activities, and most
importantly businesses to spend their money at. The annual
Scarecrow Invasion Festival and Apple Harvest Craft show
continue to make Meaford the place to be during the fall season.
Meaford has also gained a strong reputation for its music scene
with the Sunday Concert Series at the Harbour Pavilion, Friday
Night Concert Series, Sweetwater Music Festival, Electric Eclectics
Festival, and often various local restaurants hosting talented
musicians of different musical genres.
In 2017, the Meaford Hall Arts & Cultural Centre added 60 more
seats bringing the total capacity to 336 in the opera house. This
has helped attract marquee performers recently such as Jann
Arden and Gord Bamford who both sold out the hall quickly.

|
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•

The Municipality of Meaford will launch a new
branding strategy aimed at attracting new
residents to Meaford from the Greater Toronto
Area. It will include print, digital advertising and
various videos.

•

The new David Johnston Park will officially be
open spring of 2018 including enhanced
accessibility.

•

Redevelopment plans for the former Meaford
Community School, 5.5 acres of prime real
estate located only a block from the downtown
core, will continue forward.

•

Whether you discover the Municipality of Meaford through the
outstanding music scene, a tourist event, or as an investor looking
to develop a project to maximize your return, few other
communities in Ontario can boast that they truly are a four season
destination with four distinct, beautiful and active seasons, with
opportunities in each corner of their community.

Grey County Economic Development

Margaret Marshall Saunders.
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Multiple intensification projects will be coming
near and in the urban core of Meaford, with
hundreds of news units of condominiums,
townhouses and single family detached houses
in various stages of development.

MadeInGrey.ca
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TOWN OF THE BLUE MOUNTAINS:
RAPID GROWTH, SMALL TOWN CHARM
Town of The Blue Mountains, with its familiar slope down the
Niagara Escarpment to Georgian Bay, has become an iconic
destination. Built on a history of agriculture, processing,
manufacturing, and skiing, The Blue Mountains has thrived
through the entrepreneurial spirit of its residents and the lure of
active small town living.
In the last several years, development in the Town has exploded.
Year to date, there are 3,227 units under plan review or being
constructed.
Windfall, near Blue Mountain Resort, is the largest area of
building activity followed by major developments at Villages at
Peaks Bay, Trailwoods and Lora Bay.
Construction value YTD is $153 million, up 22% from 2016’s 125
million. That’s 22% more than the $102 million in 2015. With a
couple of months left, our Planning and Development
department anticipates that the final total will be more than $155
million.

BLUE MOUNTAIN VILLAGE
AND BLUE MOUNTAIN RESORT

Blue Mountain Village and Blue Mountain Resort have invested
heavily in new and updated attractions for families such as an
improved splash pad area, playground spaces and a beautiful
story time spot. New for 2018 will be a skating loop at the top of
the mountain, and well known Northwinds Brewery has built their
new craft brewery next to the Mill Pond. 2.5 million annual
visitors can’t be wrong!
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THORNBURY AND CLARKSBURG

Thornbury and Clarksburg are the two largest towns in The Blue
Mountains, are experience record low vacancy rates. When
there is the occasional vacancy, it is quickly snapped up by
savvy businesspeople who understand the value of the market
in this area. The old LCBO building is being converted into three
retail/professional spaces with three rental units on the second
floor. A significant investment by Colio wines in Thornbury Cider
House has created an instant tourism attraction with folks
coming from far afield for a tasting flight.

AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-BUSINESS

The agriculture business is strong here in Ontario’s largest apple
growing region with strong exports overseas as far as Dubai and
China, and the US. The Town is very excited to welcome new
entrants into the thriving local beverage scene. The Roost Wine
Company opened this year in Redwing, offering scenic views of
the Beaver Valley from their tasting room and patio.

MANUFACTURING

In addition to farm processing and other related business, the
Town has two mining/aggregate equipment manufacturers who
continue to ship product around the world. When asked why
they located in The Blue Mountains, the reason was clear, “The
lifestyle afforded us by locating in The Blue Mountains.” High
quality products, skilled craftsmen and a location less than 2
hours from Toronto airport, closer than many GTA sites, make it
an easy decision to remain here.

Grey County Economic Development
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TOURISM

Tourism is what the area is known for and close to 75% of the
Town’s businesses are tourism related. The Town’s approach to
tourism is regional and the Town partners with Grey County,
Bruce-Grey-Simcoe or visitsouthgeorgianbay.ca. Each of these
tourism partners provides profile for tourism businesses and helps
promote the area as Ontario’s premier four season recreation
destination. Tourism businesses that locate here enjoy the support
of the local business community, federal, provincial, county and local
economic development, and the Town’s major business
organizations.
With the escarpment’s challenging terrain, the Town is able to attract
the highest levels of competition, while families can enjoy a beautiful
ride on the gentle Georgian Trail which runs through Thornbury on
its way to both Meaford and Collingwood. Tourism-related
businesses have been started to offer guided trail rides and rental
bikes, and cycle related businesses continue to be attracted to the
area.

LOOK AHEAD
FOR 2018
•

digit growth with even higher dollar valuations
over the next two years.
•

of activity in Thornbury. Proposals for retail
space, rental units, professional and agri-culinary
spaces continue to flow into the Town.

of opening a craft beer, winery, spirits or cidery, a
location right in “apple country”, with local hops
producers, strong tourism and amazing business

Town of The Blue Mountains was pleased to host a number of high
profile conferences related to the work of the Town. The Ontario
Small Urban Municipalities conference was a great success,
attracting leaders ready to meet the unique challenge of a growing
municipality.

and marketing support, is an easy decision.
•

tourism. Demand is continuing year round as

The Ontario Professional Planner’s Institute also held their annual
conference at the Village Conference Centre, bringing more than
800 planners to the region. There were many “mobile” workshops
showcasing the area’s booming agri-tourism sector, historic
downtowns and active recreational activities such as hiking and
cycling. There were sessions at The Roost that talked about the
challenges of establishing a winery, as well as tours to Thornbury
Cider House, Farmer’s Pantry and local gem, Georgian Hills Winery.

Made in Grey
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Tourism businesses continue to open, taking
advantage of the growing interest in “active”

The VCC has also been host to The Ontario Association of Certified
Engineering Technicians and Technologists Annual Conference. The
Town’s Chief Building Official, Greg Miller, past President of the
Association, has now been accepted to participate in Premier
Kathleen Wynne’s 2017 Business Mission to China and Vietnam to
represent OACETT and share learnings with overseas technicians
and technologists.

|

Another exciting beverage company will be
opening this coming spring! For anyone thinking

The Village Conference Centre (VCC) seems to be the “destination
of choice” for many organizers, and this business continues to
perform strongly.

Grey County Economic Development

It is anticipated that commercial development will
continue along highway 26, with a concentration

•

CONFERENCES

The Town is anticipating continuation of double

shoulder seasons shrink, due to an increase in
vacation options, a growing full and part-time
population, and extensive marketing.

Town of The Blue Mountains would like to
thank our residents, businesses and visitors.
We appreciate your continued investment in
creating a unique and special place that
opens its arms to anyone with a dream.

MadeInGrey.ca
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HANOVER IS CONNECTED
AND OPEN FOR BUSINESS! #JOINUS
A GIG COMMUNITY AND PROUD PART OF GREY COUNTY,
A TOP 7 INTELLIGENT COMMUNITIES OF 2017

We are a progressive community where residents of all ages
enjoy safe, healthy lifestyles, meaningful employment, excellent
services and personal fulfillment. We support growth while
respecting and celebrating our heritage; enhancing our
downtown; protecting our natural resources; and welcoming all
to a friendly, caring, inclusive and supportive community. Or
community is committed to good government, effective and
efficient management and maintenance of municipal services,
productive partnerships and collaborating with our local
businesses and municipal neighbours to build local economies
and community services for our mutual benefit. – Hanover’s
Vision to 2025
On April 3rd, 2017, April Marshall joined the Town of Hanover as
the new Economic Development Manager. The role was
previously filled by Grey County’s Manager of Economic
Development, Savanna Myers. April joined the Town of Hanover
from the Township of Wellington North where she was the
Tourism, Marketing and Promotions Manager and had the
opportunity to work with many business and non-business
groups and organizations to deliver innovative projects,
programs and initiatives during her career. Along with an
economic development certification from the Economic
Development Association of Canada, April brings a range of
community development experience and skills and a passion for
economic development.
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The vision of economic development in Hanover is to create a
progressive framework for long-term prosperity and to
strengthen and nurture our evolving local and regional economy.
2017 has proven to be a successful year in doing just that. We
are thrilled to continue evolving our Saugeen alliance in an effort
to strengthen our regional economy. Examples of this include
reconvening the successful Regional Advisory Committee in
collaboration with the Saugeen Economic Development
Corporation. The committee will share best practices and
develop opportunities for networking by acting as a liaison
between the business/industrial sector and the community,
thereby assisting with the foundation of collaborative
partnerships.
One of our first initiatives is a program entitled Saugeen
Connect: Connecting Business through Succession Planning,
Immigration and Youth. This new collaborative initiative will
address succession planning, workforce development, and
building human capitol. It will enhance our local economy both in
the short and long term by addressing challenges our
communities face by connecting business through succession
planning, immigration and youth talent. A lack of business
succession planning, workforce attraction and youth retention is
the leading contributor to poor business retention within
community economic development initiatives. Saugeen Connect
will assist our communities in attracting and retaining these

Grey County Economic Development
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valuable community assets helping to ensure local businesses
continue to operate instead of moving or shutting down. Thank
you to Grey County for partnering on this initiative by granting us
Municipal Partnership Funding to assist in the delivery.

improvements to downtown properties. The Downtown
Revitalization Implementation Committee (DTRIC) is
responsible for implementing and facilitating downtown
revitalization efforts and has been recognized for publicprivate partnership when they won an Ontario Economic
Development Award for the program. DTRIC once again
carefully considered applications for the fourth intake and
awarded an additional $24,439.43 in funding for an overall
investment of $73,356.60 into downtown improvements.

Hanover is also excited to announce the expansion of WOWSA
into Hanover in 2017! The Women of Wellington Saugeen Area
aims to inspire, empower and connect women in business in the
County of Wellington and Saugeen River region in Ontario by
providing education and networking opportunities. WOWSA
provides the opportunity for women to come together and
provides a business network that supports women who run their
own business or work in existing businesses.

•

Other initiatives of DRTIC included beautifying our
downtown with new benches, flags, signs and planters, as
well as rendering the services of local mural artist, Cliff
Smith, to update the 1999 contest winning mural that hangs
beside the Old Clock Tower. Originally submitted by Mrs.
Vera Clowes, the mural exhibits Hanover’s first settler,
Abraham Buck, the Saugeen River, Post Office and Clock
Tower.

•

Hanover production facility, Exceldor Foods Ltd., announced
earlier this year the expansion of the Hanover facility and
the addition of 30 full-time hourly positions in order to meet
increasing production demands. Exceldor Foods Ltd. is our
largest employer, employing 300 people with the addition of
up to 50 immediate positions included in this announcement
and in the near future. Exceldor Foods Ltd. is the highest
Butterball distributor in Canada and North America. Their
products have the longest shelf-life in Canada and feature
vacuumed sealed packaging that also helps to alleviate
freezer burn. They use only Ontario farmers and pride
themselves in being the turkey experts utilizing all domestic
products and investing in research and development.

Development continues to be strong in the housing and business
sectors. Efforts continue to beautify our downtown, build our
knowledge, and educate our community on our assets. 2017
highlights include:
•

Whaling Home Construction receives an honourable
mention for the 2017 Ernest Assaly Award presented by
Tarion. Only a select 38 of Ontario’s registered builders were
invited to submit a nomination package for the inaugural
Ernest Assaly Award with an honourable mention given to
Whaling Home Construction who have been constructing
new residential homes and residential subdivision in the
Hanover Area for over 53 years.

•

The new John Diefenbaker Senior School takes shape on
the ground. The foundation is almost complete and we look
forward to the opening scheduled for December 2018.

•

The Town of Hanover’s Façade Incentive Program,
launched in 2014, has seen an investment of $192,338.00 in
grants from the municipality resulting in $685,370.00 in

LOOK AHEAD FOR 2018
The Hanover Economic Development Committee are finalizing the update to their strategic plan that will focus our efforts in helping
to strengthen and nurture our evolving and local regional economy. The plan will focus and guide our efforts in providing an
environment for business to succeed, attract new investment, and realize positive sustainable growth that will result in increased
prosperity for residents through Arts & Culture, Business & Community Engagement, Attraction and Growth.

Grey County Economic Development
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HALF EMPTY OR HALF FULL?
Owen Sound isn’t what it used to be. Yes, you read that
correctly. How you interpret that phrase, however, is entirely up
to you.
It’s true. You won’t find a bustling harbour lined with ships
jockeying for position. Gone are the days of trains coming and
going, leaving a smoke trail of prosperity hanging overhead as a
friendly nod to the locals.
Times do change. People change and places change, so things
will never be what they once were. But one can embrace the
positive implications that change can have on a city and the
transformation of a once industrial waterfront into a cultural hot
spot.
In early 2017, Owen Sound approved the City’s first Brew Pub
– Mudtown Station at the former CP Rail Station located at the
City’s east waterfront. The historic building, water view and
sunsets over the harbour will create a unique destination and
dining experience and will provide another year round attraction
to the City’s waterfront and downtown district.
Speaking of attractions, tens of thousands of visitors attended
Owen Sound’s Maawanji’iding Festival Canadiana presented by
Bruce Power. The 10-day festival featured the World’s Largest
Rubber Duck and also included the West Coast Lumberjack
Show and Rhythm of the Nation, along with great local
entertainment, live music and interactive programs. The Festival
drew over 40,000 people to the City’s west harbour, garnering
national media attention.
The City’s fascination with waterfront rehab doesn’t stop at the
harbour, it extends south into the heart of the downtown. A short
walk or paddle south will lead you to the seven storey
Sydenham, a 34-residence luxury condominium that provides
views of Georgian Bay for miles on end.
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The downtown. Remember earlier when it was said “Owen
Sound isn’t what it used to be”? Right again. Eddie Sargent’s
Downtowner can no longer be frequented and sadly many (but
not all!) of your childhood favourites like McKay’s Department
store are gone - but perception and interpretation can do
wonders for the soul.
Owen Sound’s downtown is home to a few storefronts where all
you see when you gaze in the windows is your own reflection in
the glass. But keep walking, or better yet, dare to go in. You
might be surprised.
Fresh minds are injecting retail zest and variety into the City’s
downtown. Once empty storefronts and old favourites are now
home to unique shops, boutiques and services that serve niche
markets and pique the interest of passersby. Heartwood Hall,
Barebirch, the Artists’ Co-op, Milk Maid, Casero, Dr. Cobbler,
NakdBasics to name a few are the rookies – new kids on the
block. D.C. Taylor Jewellers, Shorty’s Grill, Becker Shoes,
Coates & Best, Aveda Mane Street and many other established
businesses provide the veteran leadership.
Like all good things, we wish progress was faster as it pertains
to the downtown. At times we can become so enamored with
what hasn’t transpired that the desire for perfection can cloud
the positives that exist – and there is a lot of them. The City’s
Downtown Revitalization Plan and Downtown River Precinct
Plan provide the perfect blueprint for an inclusive and purposeful
space that will be enjoyed for years to come.
The City’s positive growth extends well beyond the downtown
core and away from the Sydenham River that splits the City into
two. Residential growth throughout the City took a giant leap
forward in 2017, but it’s 2018 and beyond that the City is
targeting.

Grey County Economic Development
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In the Fall of 2017, the City completed the servicing to
Sydenham Heights, a vital step in moving forward with the 367
unit Redhawk development on the 25 hectare parcel of land
across from the Grey Bruce Regional Hospital.

services and restaurants. All of these wonderful amenities are
centered around the beautiful Sydenham River.
The City has retained Northwood & Associates Landscape
Architects to assist in developing a plan for the River Precinct
that embraces and highlights this unique natural amenity as it
meanders through the downtown!

Up to the end of October, 69 new residential units have been
constructed or are under construction in the City. That list
includes 32 apartments, 19 single family dwellings and 18
townhouses throughout the City. A staggering jump from the 20
new residential units in 2016.

The plan will highlight the character of the downtown and
strengthen our identity and includes features such as:

Barry’s Construction is wrapping up their development of
Westview Heights and putting a full press on the 62-lot
Woodland Estates on the City’s west side. Construction is
underway by the Allenford-based company to replace the 10-unit
apartment building at the bottom of St. Mary’s Hill that was
destroyed by arson in August of 2015, providing a sense of
closure to those in the community who were affected.
Familiarity is comfortable - a warm blanket on a cold day. Owen
Sound isn’t what it used to be is an accurate statement, but not a
negative one. It’s not your father’s Owen Sound - it’s YOUR
Owen Sound. A vibrant City full of culture, one of a kind shops
and boutiques, first class recreation facilities, premier health care
– the list goes on. There’s challenges – but also opportunities
and people are recognizing that Owen Sound is worth getting
behind – and they’re starting to line up.

Downtown Owen Sound is full of delightful surprises - from
one-of-a-kind boutiques and specialty shops to live music,
heritage architecture, wide leafy sidewalks and a range of

|
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•
•
•
•
•

A continuous riverside trail through the downtown –
strengthening the link to the inner harbour;
The extension of the Percy England Parkette toward the
River;
A wide pedestrian promenade along the east river bank;
A market square focused on the river and a multi-purpose
civic square;
Landings for short term boat, canoe & kayak docking;
A pedestrian focus, adding benches, trees, tables….and
much more.

So – we have the concept plan. In order to ensure that
pedestrians will be the focus but that automobiles can still move
through the area and most importantly get customers downtown
to shop – we undertook a traffic study that proposes certain road
realignments and one way street pairings.
Recently we have held stakeholder meetings and public
meetings to obtain input on the engineering design. Staff are
working with the consultant to carefully consider the public input
and ensure that any plan moving forward will have the impact we
are looking for – to continue to grow and strengthen our
downtown.

THE DOWNTOWN RIVER
PRECINCT PLAN

Grey County Economic Development
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AIRPORT FINDING
ITS WINGS
Airports are vital to the communities they serve. They not only
provide a quick and safe mode of transportation, but also help
the local economy to grow and develop by providing various
direct and indirect benefits. Many businesses and industries also
rely on the services provided by the local airports, and therefore
consider the close proximity to an airport for locating in a
particular area.
The Wiarton Keppel International Airport is a Transport Canada
Certified Airport and operates 24 hours a day, 7 days per week
and 365 days per year. Being a certified facility, the airport must
comply with a large number of detailed statutes and regulations
governing safety, security and the environment. Wiarton Airport
is proudly owned and operated by the Township of Georgian
Bluffs and has served the residents of Grey Bruce region for
more than 70 years.
Wiarton Airport can accommodate variety of aircraft including
modern business jets, which provides an opportunity to business
and leisure travelers to fly directly and conveniently to the Grey
Bruce region. By providing direct air connectivity to the region,
the airport attracts general aviation traffic from all over North
America. For example, in October 2017 alone, the airport
received direct business/leisure flights from Montreal, Denver,
Pittsburg, Washington, New York and other major cities.

14
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In addition to providing economic benefits, Wiarton Airport also
helped the local communities during emergency situations. Over
the years, numerous medical evacuation (MEDEVAC) flights
have landed at Wiarton Airport to transport critically ill or injured
patients to the nearest trauma centers or specialized hospitals.
Wiarton Airport has seen positive developments in 2017 with
continued interest into 2018.
In February of 2017, the Township of Georgian Bluffs awarded
the contract for the renovations of the original terminal building
built in 1946 to Allen Hastings Limited, to allow for a restaurant to
be established on-site. In June of 2017 the renovations were
completed and Cocoa Vanilla Eatery opened their doors.
With the addition of the restaurant, transportation company and
associated office uses at the terminal building, there have been
15 jobs created at the facility this year.
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Staff are currently working with RTO7 officials on setting up charter flights
from the GTA to the airport complete with destination tours. This is an
exciting adventure as it could potentially lessen the vehicle traffic and help
to coordinate and accommodate visitors to the areas beautiful offerings
and attractions.
The Township was successful getting a grant from the Ontario Ministry of
Agricultural, Food and Rural Affairs for the completion of a scheduled air
service survey. This survey would be the first step in obtaining a
scheduled passenger service from the Wiarton Keppel International
Airport to the GTA. This service would be beneficial in promoting the
economic viability of the region by offering a fast economic alternative to
connect to the regional centers. Please show your support for the survey
when it is launched.
Transport Canada conducted their Quality Assurance Audit of the facility in
August on the physical condition of the facility in order to maintain the
certified status.
NAV CANADA’s recent aeronautical study has identified Wiarton Airport as
a recovery aerodrome and the study recommended the retention and
maintenance of ground based navigation equipment at the airport. Air
traffic that rely on satellite (GPS) navigation, in event of massive satellite
outage, will be able to land safely at our airport using these NAV AIDs.
Interestingly, Wiarton Airport is one of the few airports in Canada that will
retain this navigation equipment.

LOOK AHEAD
FOR 2018
•

Secure a scheduled flight service
connecting Grey and Bruce to the GTA

•

Work with stakeholders and partners to
rebrand and market the airport

•

Contribute to regional economic growth
and development

•

Market the concept of charter flights to
professional tour operators

•

Support local partners in “Sustainable
Tourism” initiative

In October of 2017, the Township adopted a strategic plan for the airport
giving direction for development and promotion for the next four years.
The Airport is truly a regional asset and must be marketed to ensure a
benefit for all Grey Bruce residents and businesses.
As the Grey and Bruce regions’ only Transport Canada certified airport,
the Wiarton Keppel International Airport is the only airport that can offer
scheduled passenger flights ensuring connectivity between our beautiful
region and the GTA for economic growth and support.

Grey County Economic Development

|

Made in Grey

|

MadeInGrey.ca

|

DECEMBER 2017

15

GREY HIGHLANDS GROWTH PROSPECTS LOOKING UP
With a new CAO at the helm of the municipality, Grey Highlands
has been riding high on the wave of the housing market moving
north from the Greater Toronto area.
Since Rob Adams took the wheel, Grey Highlands has been
working closely with developers on several sites in Markdale.
Municipal council made it clear they wanted economic
development to take top priority in the area. Markdale, the
community’s primary settlement area, has 318 acres of
residential development property available and is set to bloom
with 181 new single-family homes in the approvals process and
up to 733 potential additional new home lots estimated for future
development.
Developers of the various sites include Stonebrook, a new
company heading up condominium development in Georgian
Bay. Company partners, including former MP Paul Bonwick,
have joined forces “to bring a strong vision and unparalleled
leadership and experience to the future of the area.” Bonwick
had a “thumbs up” photo op with council earlier this year and had
hoped to get building of 55 single-family homes underway in the
2017 season. The company was delayed by negotiations on
storm water management for its proposed development, so will
break ground in 2018.
Devonleigh Homes is already promoting its 22-acre Centre Point
North site where it will build freehold townhouse development.
Targeting families and empty-nesters, this will be Devonleigh’s
first community in Markdale, which will feature 59 units with a mix
of freehold bungalows and two-storey townhomes.
Flato Developments Inc., already selling out phases of semis
and detached homes in Dundalk, has also committed to the
community. It has purchased local development property and
earlier this year pledged $500,000 to the Centre Grey Hospital in
Markdale as a sign of their determination to locate their next
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development in the town.
All this excitement does not even include two golf course
properties up for potential severance and development. The local
Markdale Golf and Country Club has been working for years on
a project to develop an agrarian village at the north end of town.
It was to have a charrette with the community this year. The
project is still in the initial planning stages but is supported in
principal by municipal council.
A new 51-meter-tall elevated storage facility will be installed in
Markdale in 2018. This will replace an outdated water tower and
increase water services for the town and surrounding area.
Aside from the residential development, commercial prospects
are also looking up. Sobey’s is in the final planning stages to
build a 32,000 square foot store to a location along Toronto
Street South in Markdale. The project will see the company
invest over $8M in the community and employ 170 people.
Zoning for the store has been passed by council and site plan
agreements are pending.
Several other commercial locations are being shopped to
investors in Markdale, including the downtown old Foodtown
building and the vacant lot to the north of the site. The current
Foodland and former Villa Motel and a vacant lot to the south
also provide ample space for highway commercial development.
A major employer in the area, Chapmans, the popular ice cream
factory has once again expanded, supporting at least 50 more
jobs in the community in their manufacturing facility in Markdale.
Talisman Mountain Springs is still under renovations, but is
anticipating a new influx of investment at its Beaver Valley
location.
All these new prospects and growth have lit the fuse of
inspiration under the municipality under CAO Adams, who brings
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a wealth of experience from his time as three-time mayor of Orangeville. He was
focused on downtown revitalization there and hopes to being the same kind of
positive environment to the municipality’s many communities.
A new guide for all the future possibilities across the municipality will be the focus
of the creation of a new Economic Development Strategic Plan for the community.
Funded in part by Grey County’s Economic Development Municipal Partnership
Fund and the Rural Economic Development Fund from the Ontario Ministry of
Agricultural, Food and Rural Affairs, the project will see the municipality hire a
consultant to work with stakeholders, including the Grey Highlands Chamber of
Commerce, to develop a strategy to carry forward continued growth.
Once the plan is in place, Community Improvement Plans will be developed for
seven identified areas in the Grey Highlands “community of communities” to work
with local groups to determine how each local area wants to grow into the future.
An RFP was released to find a consultant for the project, which will start in
November. Join the municipality’s outreach site at www.connectgreyhighlands.ca
to stay informed on the progress and get involved.

NEW STAFF ON BOARD AT MUNICIPALITY

Adams joined the municipal team in January. He subsequently lead the
municipality through a transition in senior management to bring in new Treasurer
Karen Mills in July. She brings a wealth of experience having worked in the
Orangeville treasury department for eight years as deputy treasurer and acting
treasurer, at BDO Dunwoody LLP as a staff accountant implementing software,
and a number of positions as controller in the private sector. She has been
working hard with the existing finance team to table the 2018 budget ahead of
schedule. It was delivered to Council and the public before the end of October.
Bill Klingenberg is now the director of the Community Development Department.
This department includes the joint building services department that supports Grey
Highlands, Chatsworth and West Grey development, bylaw enforcement, and
facilities management. Bill has also assumed the new position of manager of
development and deputy chief building official. His experience as chief building
official in the Town of Caledon and an additional 10 years at the Township of
Georgian Bluffs, gives him the tools to assist in facilitating the development
processes in the three municipalities served by the joint building services team.
Grey Highlands uses a contract planner but now has Cassondra Dillman working
full time in the Council and Legislative Services Department looking after planning
matters. She is taking on more responsibility dealing with planning enquires and
applications. She brings municipal experience from the Township of Southgate
where she was a tourism and economic development coordinator.
Cassondra is working closely with Raylene Martell, who was hired as the new
director of council and legislative services. She comes from Simcoe County where
she was a legislative coordinator and, before that Southgate, where she was the
Clerk. She is heading up an inspired team and hopes to streamline processes at
the municipality. One team member, Jerri-Lynn Levitt, has taken on a
communications role. She is tackling a new website and social media presence,
which includes community connections software to guide outreach in the
community.
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Economic Development
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LOOK AHEAD
FOR 2018
•

Economic Development Strategic
Plan – public outreach and
stakeholder engagement will be
sought – get involved and stay
informed by registering at https://
connectgreyhighlands.ca/

•

Community Improvement Plans will
be developed for seven local
communities, including the
development of a Façade
Improvement Grant Program and a
Downtown Beautification Initiative

•

Newly-formed Seniors Advisory
Committee will seek to develop an
Age-Friendly Community Plan in
consultation with public through a
Seniors Community Fund grant

•

Village Experience Tours go online
– seven communities featured in
self-directed tours developed in
2017 as part of Canada 150 will
become mobile on
visitgreyhighlands.ca to promote the
Eugenia, Flesherton, Kimberly,
Markdale, Osprey, Priceville and
Rocklyn areas

•

Interpretive Wayfinding signage in
partnership with Regional Tourism
Organization 7, Grey Highlands
Secondary School and local
community groups will be designed,
built and installed in seven
communities to move visitors
around the municipality

| | DECEMBER
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GOLDEN ONTARIO
SUCCESS IN
EXPORTING
On October 20, 2017, Golden Ontario Product celebrated
receiving a licence to export beef to China.
Golden Ontario Products was set up with the express intention to
supply Ontario and Canadian beef to customers in China. The
company is owned and is run by Nancy Kingsley-Hu, a woman
who worked for many years in Shanghai with the Canadian
Chamber of Commerce. With that background of strong
business knowledge and contact in China, Mrs. Kingsley-Hu was
successful in designing a business plan that has won a rare
license to export beef to China. There are very few certified
Canadian suppliers to this important and growing market.
This company will have a strong local impact. They will source
cattle locally whenever possible, and will give local farmers
another option for sales. This is an export- oriented company,
and will bring new money into the local economy. The company
will not be competing for the existing market, but will create an
entirely new one.
This is an important development in the Ontario economy,
coming at a time when the need for new export markets is
becoming an urgent necessity. This company is an example of
how, by understanding the customer’s requirements, and then
working to meet them, produces the opportunity for success.
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ECO PARK
Southgate has installed a new Eco Park billboard sign on
Highway 10. The billboard promotes the Eco Park and Phase
II of the Eco Park (where the sign is located). Now businesses
driving Highway 10 will know that Southgate has industrial land
available in an industrial park. The billboard was installed in
October of 2017.
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FLATO
On Sept. 28th, Shakir Rehmatullah of Flato Developments
announced a donation of $500,000 to the Markdale Hospital
Grey Bruce Health Services! They are looking forward to working
with the Hospital and continuing to work with the community!
Flato recently launched Phase III of Edgewood Greens in
Dundalk. Edgewood Greens is a master planned residential
community constructed by Flato Developments Inc. and is
located in the Village of Dundalk. A total of 838 lots have been

approved for development with a build out expected to be
completed over the next 8 to 10 years. The development has a
mixture of singles, semis and towns.
Phase 1 and 2 (70 lots) are sold out and currently under
construction with occupancies taking place late 2017. The next
phase is being serviced and ready for building in the fall of 2018.
Fifty-eight lots in this next phase have already been sold. More
releases are forthcoming over the next several months.

ARE YOU A NEW OR EXISTING
BUSINESS IN GREY/BRUCE/
WELLINGTON NORTH/MINTO
OR OWEN SOUND?
IF SO, COME PITCH YOUR BUSINESS IDEA
TO OUR LOCAL HAWKS!
These local investors have invested $30,000 to encourage entrepreneurs to start or expand their businesses.
Submit your application and business plan to the Saugeen Economic Development Corporation or the Bruce
Community Futures Corporation by February 23, 2018.

Call: 1-877-335-7332 or email: hawksnest@sbdc.ca
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ASSISTANCE TO INDIVIDUALS,
COMMUNITIES, BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY
Are you looking for financing to start, expand or diversify your business?
Loans are available for up to $250,000. Call to book an appointment or visit online.
info@sbdc.ca
519-799-5750 www.sbdc.ca

brucecfdc@bruce.on.ca
519-396-8141 www.bruce.on.ca

LAUNCH PAD IS KICKING-OFF
THEIR SUSTAINABILITY CAMPAIGN!
We provide skill building opportunities for youth 12-18 years old.
The success and longevity of our centre depends on the support of
community champions who have an invested interest in supporting
our youth. We encourage you to be partners in this campaign! Our
region suffers from high youth outmigration. We need to show our
young people that they matter and they play a crucial role in the
success of our community. Visit www.yatc.ca.

CELEBRATING
20 YEARS OF PLANNING
TO KEEP YOU WORKING
We offer timely, relevant research, workshops, and
projects that assist our community in understanding
the ever-changing local labour market. By providing
information on industry and employment factors we
add value to the economic and education planning
at the grass roots. We provide presentations to
municipalities, schools and businesses on
opportunities that exist within the region.
Check us out at www.planningboard.ca.
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ARE YOU A MANUFACTURER
IN GREY BRUCE?
Learn how industry is leveraging the expertise & experience that already exists in manufacturing communities throughout Canada
and how that advantage increases through peer networking with other manufacturers. Manufacturers of all sizes and sectors can
gain access to world-class best practices and a comprehensive toolbox of value-added services designed to help them grow and
become more competitive. If you are interested in attending an industry event, please call 905-510-5648 or email
mlaw@emccanada.org.

STARTER COMPANY PLUS

Starter Company Plus is a Province of Ontario Business Training, Mentoring and
Grant program.
If you’ve got a great idea for a new viable business, or have a solid Grey County
business and need assistance to grow it, apply to the February 8, 2018 intake.
Details, eligibility and initial application information can be found under “Programs”
on line at www.owensoundbusiness.ca.
Call us or book an appointment at the Business Enterprise Centre at 519-371-3232
or businesshelp@owensound.ca. We’re here to help!

BLUEWATER ANGELS

BLUEWATER
WOOD ALLIANCE IS A
WOODWORKING CLUSTER

CONNECTING ENTREPRENEURS
WITH ANGEL INVESTORS TO
HELP YOUR BUSINESS GROW

We are a facilitated industry cluster that is comprised of over
one hundred member companies. Starting from seven
companies in Grey Bruce in 2010, we are growing strong and
our membership now ranges across Southwestern Ontario.

20+ Angels. Several million to invest. Motivated mentors.
Incredible business connections. We’re looking for:
growing companies that need capital infusion; scalable
startups; young entrepreneurs; succession opportunities;
relocations to our region; all sectors. Apply for funding.
Become an Angel. See www.bluewaterangels.ca

Some benefits of working as a cluster include:
•
Access to specialized training, services and workers.
•
Participate in collaborative projects.
•
Sharing of information and expertise.
To learn more visit www.bluewaterwoodalliance.com

Grey County Economic Development

|

Made in Grey

|

MadeInGrey.ca

|

DECEMBER 2017

21

AGRI-FOOD ASSET
MAP LAUNCHED
REGIONAL SKILLS TRAINING,
TRADES & INNOVATION
CENTRE (STTIC)
Grey County, Georgian College, City of Owen Sound,
Bluewater District School Board and Bruce Grey Catholic
District School Board have partnered to submit an application
under the surplus property transition initiative for the former
Sydenham Community School, next door to Georgian College.
A Regional Skills Training, Trades & Innovation Centre
(STTIC) is proposed. It will focus on skills training and include
an innovation center, incubator opportunities and
entrepreneurship programs to support local small, medium,
large business and industry.

In October, Grey County launched a comprehensive
web-based map of assets across the agriculture and food
value chain.
The map catalogues over 900 businesses and other
assets in Grey County and will assist staff with strategic
planning in the agriculture and food sectors. It also
includes an additional 900+ listings within a 125km radius
of Grey’s borders so we can map linkages and recognize
gaps and opportunities throughout the region. Data
gathered from the map will provide “on the ground”
information to compliment what we receive from the
federal census and OMAFRA.
The fully searchable map also provides an easy-to-use
platform for the public to find farm and food-related
businesses and for businesses to promote services to one
another. See the map, add a new business listing or edit
an existing one here: maps.grey.ca/greyag.

As part of a larger regional network, the Centre will be linked
to regional secondary schools while also supporting the goals
of Employment Ontario, Ontario Works and regional partners
such as Hanover’s Launch Pad, and local Maker Spaces such
as Owen Sound North Grey Library.
The Centre will:
•
Support regional economic development by ensuring
skills training is offered locally (introduction, upgrades and
certification);
•
Develop numerous training pathways that lead to regional
employment;
•
Encourage strong employer support through leadership,
local expertise, equipment, co-op, pre-apprenticeships,
apprenticeships and post-secondary placements; and
•
Reduce barriers to employment by providing necessary
child care services, access to transportations as the
facility is positioned at a regional bus stop and access to
local training options.
With a target soft-launch of fall 2018, partners will begin a
formal business planning exercise in the new year.
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AG 4.0.1
CONFERENCE

Grey County hosted the second annual Ag 4.0 conference
in Meaford on November 24. The digital agriculture
conference explores the intersection between agriculture
and food and the technology and creative sectors.
Technology exerts a massive influence on agriculture and
food and Grey County wants to ensure our farmers, tech
developers and youth are future ready as both sectors
change rapidly.
This year’s conference encouraged producers to “Farm
Smarter, Not Harder” by adopting appropriate tools, from
data gathered in agricultural maps to on-farm robotics.
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NEW TO GREY:

KEY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
INITIATIVES:

ATTRACTION AND RETENTION
OF NEWCOMERS

•
•

In partnership with the Grey Bruce Welcoming Communities, and funded by
the Province of Ontario, Grey County is introducing an initiative called “New
to Grey”. This 15-month initiative aims to increase the visibility of
newcomers along with the economic and community building value of
immigration to our region. In addition, it will assist social services,
employers and educational institutions in being more attractive to
newcomers by understanding their needs and knowing local resources.
By strengthening collaboration among stakeholders that want to build their
capacity to include newcomers, we help set a foundation for future
attraction and retention efforts.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

This initiative will only be successful because of the people who support it.
We call on local champions to step up and help propel this work forward.
“Newcomers are a vital and growing part of Ontario`s communities. They
contribute to the social, economic and cultural enrichment of our province,”
said Laura Albanese, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration. “Grey County
is investing in a bright future by supporting programs to help engage,
support and integrate newcomers into our province so that they can thrive
and excel.”

•
•
•
•
•
•

Investment Ready Protocol
Tri-County Partnership, Bruce Power
Economic Development & Innovation
Initiative
Online Community Profiles
Business Visitation Program
Business to Business and Government
to Business Events and Workshops (7)
Regional Job Fair
Regional Skills Training, Trades &
Innovation Centre
Made in Grey Magazine
Consumer & Real Estate/Developer
Tradeshows
Local Agri-Food Strategy
Agri-Food Asset Map
Ag 4.0.1
Top 7 Intelligent Communities of 2017
Municipal Partnership Fund
Foreign Direct Investment

For more information or to get involved, contact Jacinda Rudolph –
Outreach Coordinator, at Jacinda.Rudolph@grey.ca or 519 372-4800

DID YOU KNOW?

ECONOMIC BARRIERS:

LABOUR

HOUSING

TRANSPORTATION

CHILDCARE

•

Grey County leads the province in the
production of apples, sheep and hay.

•

Over 2070 building permits were
completed issued by October 31, with
80% residential and 11% industrial. Total
assessment is $18.5 billion, which grew
12% from 2012 to 2016.

•

Over 200 acres of serviced industrial
land and over 500,000 sq. ft. of industrial/
warehousing space is available for lease
or purchase.

•

Grey County has a strong specialization
in agriculture, manufacturing, tourism
and health care.

TOP EMPLOYMENT SECTORS:
HEALTH CARE

($318M)
CONSTRUCTION

($200M)

MANUFACTURING

($1.5B)
RETAIL

($90M)

ACCOMMODATION
& FOOD SERVICE

($157M)

Grey County Economic Development

AGRICULTURE

($308M)
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CHAPTER 2
GREY COUNTY
YEAR IN REVIEW

Warden Barfoot represents Grey County in New York City

WELCOME TO THE YEAR IN REVIEW
Grey County effectively and efficiently delivers services that take care of everyone in the county. Through strong collaboration with
member municipalities, your County delivers fulsome services that support a high quality of life for our residents.

YOUR GREY COUNTY
TAX DOLLAR
Roads and Infrastructure.........................................
People Services.......................................................
Economic Development, Planning and Heritage....
Council, Admin, Courts, Property Costs..................
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$0.32
$0.48
$0.07
$0.13
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TOP7 INTELLIGENT
COMMUNITIES OF
2017
2017 kicked off with a bang as Grey County was named to the
shortlist of Top7 Intelligent Communities in the world alongside
cities like Edmonton, Melbourne and Moscow. Each year the
New York-based Intelligent Communities Forum (ICF)
recognizes innovative communities that are using technology to
grow prosperity and improve quality of life for the people living
there.
In April, Grey County welcomed ICF Co-Founder Lou Zacharilla
for a three-day innovation tour stopping in all nine municipalities.
His visit may have been short but he shared a lot of worldly
wisdom and we know we’ve left a lasting impression.
Grey County took the stage at the Intelligent Communities
Summit in New York City in June. Warden Barfoot and county
staff talked about our intelligent community journey, highlighting
our leadership in ag-tech, broadband and innovation.

•
•

HOW YOUR COUNTY MADE THE TOP7

•
•

•
•
•

Making the Top7 is something all of Grey County can be proud
of. Grey County submitted the application but this is a truly a
community accomplishment – and our journey is just getting
started. We’re harnessing this moment to continue growing
prosperity in our region. We have a lot planned for 2018 and we
look forward to sharing more with you throughout the year.

•
•
•

Leadership for the SWIFT Network and rural broadband
The Ag 4.0 Summit and Innovation Tour
Private sector success stories highlighting innovation and
growth in our region
Launch Pad Youth Activity and Technology Centre
Georgian College Owen Sound Campus
Specialist High Skills Major Programs through the Bluewater
District School Board
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MOVIN’GB Coordinated Rural Transportation Pilot
Excellence in library-based technology training at the Owen
Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
‘Recolour Grey’ engagement
More
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LONG-TERM CARE AND
SERVICES FOR SENIORS
The future direction for Grey County’s long term care services
was an important focus of Grey County Council’s work in 2017.
Council’s priorities were to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Improve resident access to long-term care staff
Allow for personalized care and service
Provide better care for residents with complex needs
Maintain and secure public bed licenses
Hold the line on cost increases for ratepayers
Keep staff and provide more full-time, good paying jobs

We know our population is aging and will need a wide range of
services – not just long term care. There is a demand for
assisted living, memory care and seniors apartments in southern
Grey County.

years away from completion. Grey County’s redevelopment
plans need to be approved by the Ministry of Health and LongTerm Care and a lot of planning needs to take place before
ground is broken.

Rockwood Terrace in Durham has 100 beds that must be
redeveloped before 2025 but construction of a new home is still

Learn the facts about long-term care redevelopment and stay
updated on our progress by visiting www.Grey.ca.

IMPROVING OUR ROADS

2017 was a busy construction year for Grey County as we continue
investing in infrastructure.
•
•

30 kilometers resurfaced on Grey Roads 18, 25 and 119,
Two bridges were replaced, two rehabilitated and 10 others repaired

PAVED SHOULDERS

The challenging terrain and beautiful views in eastern Grey County
attract cyclists from around the world. If you have travelled down GR 119
lately you may have noticed the addition of paved shoulders. Not only do
they keep our cyclists safe, studies show they reduce accidents and
lower shoulder maintenance costs.
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ATV ON COUNTY
ROADS
After a successful one year pilot, Grey County
will allow all-terrain vehicles and side by sides
on most County roads on a permanent basis. To
find out where, visit www.Grey.ca or check out
the interactive map on at maps.grey.ca.
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RECOLOUR GREY
Chances are you’ve seen a lot more of us in your community this year. We’ve been
on the road again sharing information and collecting your valuable feedback about
Recolour Grey, our review and update of the Grey County Official Plan.
•
•
•
•
•
•

‘What We’ve Heard’ summarizes the first round of public comments
5 discussion papers discuss key themes (Live Grey, Move Grey, Develop Grey,
Cultivate Grey and Natural Grey)
9 public workshops – one in each municipality
1 Summary Report following the workshops
10 Community meetings and workshops with groups around Grey, including
seniors’ groups, agricultural services, youth events and more
Regular Updates to subscribed followers through an online newsletter, social
media and more.

Our official plan will guide the decisions we make for the next 20 years. We’ve
summarized and considered all of your comments and our draft official plan is now
available online at www.grey.ca/recolourgrey. We encourage all residents to review

AGE-FRIENDLY
COMMUNITY STUDY

|

Made in Grey

Thank you to everyone who participated!
Learn more at www.grey.ca/recolourgrey.

CANWARN SELLOUT

It doesn’t matter if you’re age 9 or 90, we want Grey County
to be a great place for you to live. Earlier this year we
partnered with students from the University of Guelph to
complete an age-friendly community study. The results of
this study, including your feedback, have been included in
Recolour Grey!

Grey County Economic Development

the plan as changes could impact your
property. We are still looking for more
comments and a public meeting will be held
in the spring. Once the plan is received by
council it will be sent to the Province for final
approval.

Weather watches from across Grey County flooded to
Owen Sound District Secondary School for the countysponsored CANWARN storm spotter training this spring.
CANWARN volunteers provide valuable real-time
information to Environment Canada during severe
weather. The Grey County training event was the largest
ever hosted by Environment Canada.

|
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A SERVICE CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
Grey County offers a wide range of services to the public and
many of these services are delivered out of the Administration
Building in Owen Sound.
As 2017 comes to a close, the Administration Building addition is
nearly complete. The improved public space will bring most
County services together under one roof, making it easier for
visitors to access services in a full accessible and inclusive
setting. Contractors are now hard at work on phase two,
renovating the existing building to bring in the provincial offences
court.

BUILDING FEATURES

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Convenient public access to programs and services
Accessible and inclusive for people with disabilities
New Provincial Offences Court with improved security and
more space
Multi-functional public space
Improved energy efficiency
New Council Chamber
Enhanced environment for employee health and safety

COMMUNITY HEALTH
ASSESSMENT PROGRAM
Grey County is taking part in another new healthcare pilot to
improve community health. The Community Health Assessment
Program through Emergency Medical Services (CHAP) hopes to
prove that health monitoring and education can improve the
health of affordable housing tenants and reduce the number of
911 calls to these locations.
For many reasons, it can be challenging for social housing
tenants to get to and from doctor’s appointments. The CHAP
pilot closes this gap by bringing free clinics right to tenants in
participating buildings. A Grey County paramedic assesses each
patient to monitor known health issues such as diabetes and
high blood pressure, and identify risks. If there are issues
patients are referred to their doctor for treatment before their
condition gets worse.
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These regular clinics also give tenants the opportunity to meet
with Grey County from the housing department. Staff provide
information and resources to encourage tenants to live healthier.
They can also provide housing resources, answer questions and
address concerns.
McMaster University is leading the research portion of this
project. The pilot began in two locations in Owen Sound and
expanded to Thornbury in September.
“It’s a fabulous program and I’m so grateful to live here and
receive all of these wonderful services.”
“It helps keep you ahead of your health.”

Grey County Economic Development
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MOVIN’ GB RURAL TRANSPORTATION PILOT
Grey County’s large rolling landscape is one of our greatest
assets, but, if you don’t have access to affordable transportation,
it is also a major barrier. In 2016, the County received $100,000
in provincial funding to develop a strategy to coordinate rural
transportation. We’ve put this funding to good use and partnered
with Home and Community Support Services to pilot an
affordable transportation system and funding was extended by
the Province for 2017.

20 km and trips further than 20 km are $0.45 per kilometer.

Movin GB is a support service providing transportation to
non-emergency medical appointments, shopping, banking and
various social activities. Rides cost $10 for round trips less than

To arrange a ride, call 1-866-6048 between 8:30 a.m. and 4:00
p.m., Monday to Friday.

Seniors and people living with disabilities are eligible to
participate in the Movin’GB pilot. Initially the pilot focused on the
underserviced areas in Owen Sound and the Municipalities of
Meaford, Town of The Blue Mountains and Grey Highlands. Two
new regular routes from Owen Sound to Collingwood and Owen
Sound to Dundalk are being explored.

CANADA 150 FUNDING
Grey County contributed $2,000 towards Canada 150 celebrations in all
9 local municipalities
•
Hanover and West Grey – Air Show at Saugeen Municipal Airport
•
Georgian Bluffs – Air Show at Wiarton Keppel International Airport
•
Grey Highlands – Commemorative Canada 150 pins for Grey
Highlands Secondary Students
•
Owen Sound – Canada 150 celebrations
•
Meaford - Meaford’s “best Canada Day fireworks display ever”
•
Blue Mountains – Canada Day Fireworks and Gord Price Air Show
•
Southgate – $1,000 supported the Egremont Optimist’s July 1st
event and $1,000 helped the Dundalk Reunion Committee’s long
weekend celebrations.
•
Chatsworth – Fireworks in Desboro and upgrades to the Walters
Falls Community Hall.

Grey County Economic Development
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CHILD CARE IN GREY
Grey County provides services that help support families with children. We oversee licensing of child care (centres and home child
care providers), fee subsidies and Ontario Early Years Centres.

BENEFITS OF LICENSED CHILD CARE FEE SUBSIDY

•
•
•
•
•

Regulated and inspected annually
Help children learn and develop
Almost 2,000 spaces across Grey County
Caregivers are supported with training and resources
May be eligible for fee subsidies

FIND AND APPLY FOR LICENSED
CHILD CARE

OneList makes finding and applying for licensed child care easy.
Visit www.greycountychildcare.ca.

Child care costs can add up. Fee subsidies help reduce child
care costs for families in need. This year Grey County helped
more than 800 families access affordable child care

EARLY YEARS CENTRES

Early Years Centres are places where parents with children 0-6
years old can take part in fun and educational programs. These
activities provide interactive learning, literacy and school
readiness.

GREY COUNTY CONTACTS
GREY COUNTY | 595 9th Avenue East Owen Sound ON N4K 3E3 | www.madeingrey.ca
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SAVANNA MYERS
Manager of Economic Development
savanna.myers@grey.ca
519-372-0219 x 1261

STEVE FURNESS
Senior Economic Development Officer
steve.furness@grey.ca
519-372-0219 x 1255

PHILLY MARKOWITZ
Economic Development Officer
– Local Food
philly.markowitz@grey.ca
519-372-0219 x 6125

OWEN SOUND

HANOVER

THE BLUE MOUNTAINS

BRENT FISHER
Manager of Community Development
& Marketing
808 2nd Avenue East
Owen Sound, ON N4K 2H4
bfisher@owensound.ca
519-376-4440 x. 1254
www.owensound.ca

APRIL MARSHALL
Economic Development Manager
341 10th St. Hanover ON N4N 1P5
amarshall@hanover.ca
t 519.364.2780 x 1253
www.hanover.ca

ELIZABETH CORNISH
Communications and Economic
Development Coordinator
32 Mill St., Box 310
Thornbury, ON N0H 2P0
economicdevelopment@
thebluemountains.ca
(519) 599-3131 ext 282
www.thebluemountains.ca

MEAFORD

CHATSWORTH

GEORGIAN BLUFFS

STEPHEN MURRAY
Economic Development Officer
21 Trowbridge Street West, Meaford
smurray@meaford.ca
519-538-1060 ext 1110
www.meaford.ca

PATTY SINNAMON
CAO Clerk
316837 Highway 6, RR1
Chatsworth, ON N0H 1G0
psinnamon@chatsworth.ca
519-794-3232, Ext. 124
www.chatsworth.ca

RICK WINTERS
Acting CAO
177964 Grey Road 18 R.R. #3
Owen Sound, ON N4K 5N5
office@georgianbluffs.on.ca
519-376-2729
www.georgianbluffs.on.ca

SOUTHGATE

WEST GREY

GREY HIGHLANDS

GLENN WALKER
Economic Development Officer
80 Proton St. N.,
Dundalk, ON N0C 1B0
gwalker@southgate.ca
519-377-5057
www.southgate.ca

402813 Grey Rd 4, RR 2, Durham ON
N0G 1R0
info@westgrey.com
519-369-2200
www.westgrey.com

KATE RUSSELL
Assistant to the CAO
206 Toronto St., Unit 1
Markdale, ON N0C 1H0
cao@greyhighlands.ca
519-986-1216 ext. 231
www.greyhighlands.ca
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History Lives Here!
GREY ROOTS MUSEUM & ARCHIVES
102599 Grey Road 18, RR4 Owen Sound
(519) 376-3690

greyroots.com

Grey County Tourism
•
•
•
•
•
•

10 Business Sessions Hosted in 2017
80,000 Grey County Official Maps produced
42,000 were distributed to Grey County households
14 locals featured in the Colouring It My Way series marketing campaign
22 Travel Writers Hosted by Grey County in 2017
237,00+ visits to VisitGrey.ca (so far)

For more info head to VisitGrey.ca.
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Grey.ca
Facebook “f ” Logo

CMYK / .eps

Facebook “f ” Logo

CMYK / .eps

/CountyofGrey

@GreyCounty

Subscribe to our magazine. Visit www.Grey.ca/subscribe

