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Purpose
The Grey County Adopt A Highway Program has been established as a public service
program for volunteers to pick up litter along County road sides. It is a way for
environmentally conscious citizens, community and civic organizations, private
businesses and industry to contribute to a cleaner and more beautiful Grey County. In
addition to a cleaner environment, the volunteers are recognized by a sign erected by
the County acknowledging their efforts. Road and volunteer safety is of primary
importance in all County decisions related to the Adopt A Highway program.

Scope
This procedure encompasses all volunteer groups who have been approved as part of
the Adopt A Highway program on Grey County roads. Interested groups can apply to
the program by contacting the Transportation Services Department at 519-376-7337, or
via email at roads@grey.ca. All approved groups must prove to be responsible and to
exhibit, in good faith, the desire and ability to achieve Adopt A Highway program
objectives.
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Program Information
Organizations wishing to participate in the Adopt A Highway Program must complete
and submit the County’s Adopt A Highway Agreement. The Program will operate May
1st to October 10th annually.
For purposes of this procedure, “organizations” may include, but not be limited to,
businesses, churches, non for profit organizations, families and individuals.
Participation in the County’s Adopt A Highway Program does not make the Organization
or its participants to be employees, agents or contractors of the County and the
Organization shall ensure that its participants are duly advised of same. The
Organization further agrees that participation in the County’s Adopt A Highway Program
does not give rise to a partnership or joint venture between the County and the
Organization.

Volunteer Requirements


The Organization shall perform roadside clean-up services twice annually
(i.e. May and September);



The Organization shall identify a person who shall act as its main point of
contact with the County;



The Organization shall not perform litter clean-up services on the County
highway right-of-way prior to providing all necessary documentation
required under the Agreement to the County;



The Organization shall ensure that all participants participating on behalf
of the Organization shall be at least sixteen (16) years of age, and no
persons younger than 16 shall be permitted on the County highway rightof-way by the Organization;



The Organization shall always submit a request for its date of clean-up to
the County’s Transportation Services Department using the form within
the Agreement at least one (1) week prior to every roadside clean-up that
it performs;



The Organization shall obtain the supplies from the County prior to its
scheduled roadside clean-up. Arrangements to do so shall be made by
the Organization with the County staff at the appropriate Patrol Depot
before 4:00 p.m. on the day before the approved day of the clean-up. It
shall return the supplies to the Patrol Depot on the next business day after
the clean-up. For Monday clean-up days, the supplies shall be picked up
by 8:00 a.m. on that Monday;



The Organization shall ensure that all roadside clean-up participants
participating in any of its roadside clean-up activities sign the Adopt A
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Highway Release, and the Organization shall further submit all such
releases to the County prior to performing the roadside clean-up activities;


The Organization shall ensure that its roadside clean-up participants
understand and comply with the Rules for Safe Roadside Clean-Up;



The Organization shall ensure that all roadside clean-up participants are
made aware of and understand the risks and follow the acceptable
protocols concerning items suspected of being hazardous;



Road safety signage is provided by the County and it is the responsibility
of the Organization to ensure that the signage is 2 metres from the edge
of pavement, and at least 100 metres at the start and finish of the clean-up
area;



Work shall not be carried out on bridges or other structures;



Work shall only be carried out in the areas between the outer edges of the
shoulders and the right-of-way boundary on either side of the roadway;



The Organization shall provide all transportation, supervision, safety
equipment and medical or first aid services required by its roadside cleanup participants while they are performing roadside clean-up activities;



The Organization shall ensure that all roadside clean-up participants obey
and abide by all applicable laws and regulations while they are operating
within the County highway right-of-way;



The Organization is responsible for advising the County of all injuries
(critical and non-critical) sustained during the roadside clean-up event. A
critical injury, as defined by Ontario Regulation 834, is an injury to a
person of a serious nature that places life in jeopardy (i.e. produces
unconsciousness, results in a substantial loss of blood, involves the
fracture of leg or arm, but not finger or toe, involves the amputation of leg
or arm, hand or foot, but not finger or toe, consists of burns to major part
of body, causes the loss of sight in one eye). All critical injuries shall be
reported to the County immediately;



The Organization shall be fully responsible for the activities of the roadside
clean-up participants while they are performing any and all activities;



The Organization shall place the filled garbage bags 2 metres from the
edge of pavement unless other arrangements for the disposal of the bags
have been approved by the County;



Immediately upon completion of each roadside clean-up performed, the
Organization shall submit the Participant Record to the County. Any
hazardous materials observed during the clean-up shall be noted. The
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Organization shall return the supplies obtained from the County to the
appropriate Patrol Depot on the next business day following the clean-up.

Restriction of Certain Roads
Grey County roads classified as Class 2 roads under the Province’s Minimum
Maintenance Standards shall not be eligible for adoption under this program. The
County may refuse to grant a request for adoption of a section of a Grey County road if,
in its opinion, granting the request would jeopardize the integrity of the program.
Approvals shall be at the sole discretion of the Director of Transportation Services.

County Responsibilities


Participate in the selection of the specific section of road right-of-way to be
adopted;



The County shall erect highway signs recognizing the Organization's
efforts throughout the duration of the period of this Agreement. These
signs will be supplied and erected by County Staff at either end of the
section of road which is being adopted;



Once the roadside clean-up has been approved, the County shall make
safety vests, garbage bags, gloves, and road safety signage available to
the Organization upon request, as per the Agreement;



At the conclusion of the roadside clean-up performed by the Organization,
the County shall pick up the filled garbage bags from the roadsides and
dispose of unless other arrangements have been made by the
Organization.

Termination
The County may terminate its Agreement with a group and remove the Adopt A
Highway signs bearing the group’s name if it finds that:


The group is not meeting the terms and conditions of the Agreement;



At the County’s sole discretion, it is determined that it is no longer in the
County’s best interest to continue with the Agreement;



At the County’s sole discretion it decides not to continue the Program.
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