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WHAT IS A CYCLING AND TRAILS MASTER PLAN?

A long-term comprehensive plan to guide future planning and decision-making to enhance cycling 
and off-road (non-motorized) trail opportunities within the County and it’s local municipalities. 

The Cycling and Trails Master Plan will identify improvements to infrastructure and programs that 
support commuter cycling, cycle tourism and non-motorized recreational trail use.

what it is….

▶ Long-term vision

▶ Flexible document

▶ Community building asset

▶ Communication tool

▶ Implementation guide

▶ Support for existing plans

what it is not….

▶ Detailed or final design

▶ Authority to construct

▶ Prescriptive

▶ Requirement

▶ Financial commitment
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Funding received from the Province’s Ontario Municipal Commuter Cycling (OMCC) Program
and Regional Tourism Organization 7 is supporting the development of the

Grey County Cycling and Trails Master Plan



WHY DEVELOP A CYCLING AND TRAILS MASTER PLAN?

leverage existing policy…
Policy and recommended actions from past initiatives and projects undertaken at all levels of 
government have helped to set the foundation for the County’s Cycling and Trails Master Plan.

#CycleON 
Ontario's Cycling 
Strategy

Grey County 
Transportation 
Master Plan

Grey County 
Paved Shoulder 
Policy (currently 
being updated)

Grey County 
Official Plan –
Recolour Grey

Grey County 
Recreational 
Trails Master Plan 
(currently being 
completed)
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This study only focussed on 
County-owned lands / trails 

and CP owned trails

Grey County 
Cycling and Trails 
Master Plan

informed by policies at all levels of government:



WHY DEVELOP A CYCLING AND TRAILS MASTER PLAN?

achieve the future vision…
The plan is intended to help achieve the County’s vision for cycling and trails:

Grey County with its nine local municipalities, surrounding

regions and agency partners together support the 

development of a plan that identifies a complete, 

continuous and connected network of high-quality

cycling and trail routes to accommodate varying user 

types of all ages and abilities (walkers, hikers, cyclists, 

skiers, equestrians, etc.), and opportunities to explore the 

County’s natural landscape in a safe and enjoyable way 

all year-round.

The Cycling and Trails Master Plan aims to enhance the 

quality of life for County residents by providing low-cost 

access and options to engage in physical activity to 

improve health and social well-being. The plan is also 

intended to improve opportunities for economic 

development and tourism by situating Grey County as a 

leader of cycling and trails in Ontario by connecting local 

municipalities, key destinations and surrounding regions.
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Please write your thoughts about the vision for 
cycling and trails in Grey County directly below:



WHY DEVELOP A CYCLING AND TRAILS MASTER PLAN?

The vision is supported by a set of objectives…
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1 Design continuous and connected routes that are considered comfortable and safe for users of 
varying ages and abilities

2 Improve accessibility and inclusivity within the County’s local municipalities and communities

3 Provide recreational, commuting and touring opportunities within the County, it’s local 
municipalities and to surrounding regions

4 Connect to areas of natural and cultural significance

5 Connect to major destinations, key services and surrounding regions

6 Identify tools, policies and programs to support year-round use of cycling and trails

7 Support local economic development and tourism initiatives

8 Support the development of clear, consistent and branded communications to enhance 
promotion and safety

9 Provide tools to guide future planning, design, implementation and operations of safe and 
comfortable infrastructure and meaningful programming 



WHY DEVELOP A CYCLING AND TRAILS MASTER PLAN?

realize the benefits…
There are many benefits to investing in cycling and trails that can be realized by a community 
and its residents including:
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HOW IS THE CYCLING AND TRAILS MASTER PLAN BEING DEVELOPED?

The plan is being developed using a three-step process:
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WHO IS THE CYCLING AND TRAILS MASTER PLAN BEING DEVELOPED FOR?

The plan is being developed with specific considerations for:
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pedestrians cyclists

The plan will take into consideration other non-motorized users including:

mobility assisted users seasonal users e-bikes

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjIx_Wy55DMAhUW1WMKHVENCSkQjRwIBQ&url=http://walkfriendly.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/WFO-Showcase-Mar-2015-final-low-res-for-web.pdf&bvm=bv.119745492,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNEHuZG--rUTqCIM2Tcd340GqNTmdQ&ust=1460815242340346
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi48ILY55DMAhUX7mMKHbHJD60QjRwIBw&url=http://www.cafeonmain.ca/&bvm=bv.119745492,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNF-8rDYph6Yv6-sg-6n17GVsGABbg&ust=1460815426607284


HOW IS THE CYCLING AND TRAILS NETWORK BEING DEVELOPED?
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HOW IS THE CYCLING AND TRAILS NETWORK BEING DEVELOPED?

evaluating potential routes…
Use the coloured stickers to rank the criteria you consider most important when 
identifying routes:
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1

Connectivity & Directness
The route is continuous, connects to key 
destinations and allows users to travel both 
short and long distances throughout the 
County. 

6

Road Classification
Design of an appropriate facility is feasible 
based on characteristics relative to the road 
class e.g. is it appropriate and feasible to 
achieve a separated facility on a County road. 

2

Access and Potential Use
The route provides access to significant 
origins and destinations such as residential 
neighbourhoods, employment areas and 
recreational / leisure areas. 

7

Cost
An appropriate facility type can be 
constructed cost –effectively, and the 
investment provides greater community 
benefits.

3

Attractive and Aesthetic
The route is scenic and provides users with an 
enriched experience which provides access to 
areas of natural and cultural significance. 

8

Attracting Future Users
The route is interesting and will attract users 
to experience and enjoy it. The design of the 
facility creates an overall sense of interest.

4

User Comfort and Safety
The route minimizes the potential for conflict 
with other modes of travel (e.g. motor 
vehicles) and appeals to a broad range of 
users.

9

Tourism
The route provides access to major tourism 
destinations and supports local tourism 
initiatives. 

5

Environmental Impact
The route and the recommended type of 
facility can be designed to avoid or minimize  
impacts on natural heritage features.

11
route selection criteria are used to help inform the selection of 
potential new routes that could form part of the preferred 
cycling and trails network.



WHAT ARE THE ELEMENTS OF CYCLING AND TRAILS MASTER PLAN

developing the plan…
Use the numbered stickers to rank (1 being the highest, 5 being the lowest) the criteria 
you consider most important when identifying routes:
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Supportive Amenities

Supportive amenities (such as bike 
parking, washrooms, benches, etc.) to 
help improve a user's sense of 
comfort and safety, and encourage 
more people to be active.

Maintenance

Maintenance of on and off-road 
facilities to increase the lifespan of 
infrastructure and support user 
safety and comfort. 

Tourism Opportunities

Opportunities to enhance local and 
regional tourism initiatives and assets 
that can be supported by cycling and 
trail routes and programs. 

Signage and Wayfinding

Consistent and branded signage can 
help promote and provide 
wayfinding guidance for users along 
a route. 

Education

Initiatives to educate all users on the 
skills needed to safely engage in 
active forms of recreation and 
transportation, and to increase the 
knowledge related to cycling and 
trails in Grey County. 

Performance Measures

A set of metrics to help track 
progress and support investment in 
future cycling and trail projects. 

Promotion and Outreach

Programs and initiatives to create 
community awareness and 
demonstrate the value of cycling and 
trails.

Land Use Planning

Policies to and tools to ensure 
cycling and trail infrastructure are 
integrated into land development 
processes and included in future 
development areas.

Infrastructure and Gaps

A continuous and linked network 
that provides County-wide 
connectivity and access to local 
municipalities and communities.



SHAPING THE CYCLING AND TRAILS NETWORK 

The following maps illustrate the existing cycling routes and trails located within  
the County and potential routes which could form part of the preferred network.

We want your input on: 
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1. Candidate routes you agree or disagree with

2. Existing barriers that should be investigated

3. Opportunities for potential new cycling / trail routes

4. Routes that should be considered as a priority 

You can also use the stickers provided to mark:

▶ Where you live, work, go to school or play in the County

▶ The location of your most frequented destinations within the County

▶ Existing trails you like to use in the County

▶ Existing routes you like to cycle on in the County







WHAT COULD THE CYCLING AND TRAILS NETWORK LOOK LIKE?

The following graphics provide a snapshot of different facility types that could be included as 
part of the County’s cycling and non-motorized trails network:
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buffered paved shoulder paved shoulder boulevard pathway

signed bike route bike lane off-road trail



NEXT STEPS
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1 Summarize input received today

2 Confirm candidate routes 

3 Investigate candidate routes in the 
field

5 Select preferred facility types, 
phasing and priorities

How to stay involved

Confirm candidate routes and 
preferred network4

Stay tuned for study updates 
on the study webpage: 
https://www.grey.ca/programs-
initiatives/grey-county-cycling-
and-trails-master-plan

Complete the online survey: 
https://greycyclingandtrails.
metroquest.ca/

Send an email or call a 
member of the study team

Bryan Plumstead 
Manager of Tourism

519-376-3365 ext. 6110
bplumstead@visitgrey.ca

Cristina Valente 
Senior Project Planner

647-730-7154
cristina.valente@wsp.com

Technical plan

https://www.grey.ca/programs-initiatives/grey-county-cycling-and-trails-master-plan
https://greycyclingandtrails.metroquest.ca/
https://greycyclingandtrails.metroquest.ca/



